Template for Vendors

Biobased Product Specifications

U.S. Department of Energy – June 2008
Contact:  Procurement - Richard Langston, Tel. 202-287-1339

Contact:  Environmentally Preferable Purchasing – Don Lentzen, Tel. 202-586-7428
Because of the U.S. Department’s commitment to the environment, safety, and health, we purchase environmentally preferable products with special emphasis on the preferred products acts of Congress direct us to purchase:  those with biobased and recycled content, energy and water efficient, alternative fuels/vehicles, non-ozone depleting substances, and other environmentally preferable products.  We are required to report our purchases of all products designated for purchase with biobased and recycled content.
Biobased Products.  Suppliers of products also need to be aware of the requirement effective March 2007 for U.S. Department of Energy staff and their contractors to purchase biobased products that have been designated by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Once USDA designates an item, the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act Section 9002 requires that any procuring agency, when using appropriated federal funds to procure that item, shall purchase it with at least the specified percentage of biobased materials.  The requirement is that 100 percent of the purchases of the designated products shall meet or exceed the USDA standards unless written justification is provided that a product is 1) not available competitively within a reasonable time frame, 2) does not meet appropriate performance standards, or 3) is only available at an unreasonable price.  For details on the specifications for recycled products, see the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s website at http://www.biopreferred.gov/DesignationItems.aspx.
The Biobased content product categories and required content are.:
* = 
May overlap with recycled content requirements.  Recycled content requirements have precedence. 

Bold = 
Begin Purchasing and Collecting Purchasing Data by March 16, 2007
Italics = 
Begin Purchasing and Collecting Purchasing Data by May 14, 2009
	Product


	Required
	Percent Content and Prices Available from Your Company

	Cleaners/Solvents

	Adhesives & Mastic Removers
	58%
	

	Bath & Spa Cleaners
	74%
	

	Carpet & Upholstery Cleaners

General Purpose Cleaners

Spot Removers
	54%

7%
	

	Floor Strippers
	78%
	

	Glass Cleaners
	49%
	

	Graffiti and Grease Removers
	34%
	

	Hand Cleaners and Sanitizers

Hand Cleaners

Sanitizers
	64%

73%
	

	Laundry Products

General Purpose Laundry

Pretreatment/Spot Removers
	34%

46%
	

	Construction Materials 
	
	

	*Carpets
	7%
	

	*Insulating Foam – Residential and Commercial 
	7%
	

	*Panels – Composite

Acoustical

Interior

Plastic Lumber

Structural Interior

Structural Wall
	37%

55%

23%

89%

94%
	

	Release Fluids – Concrete and Asphalt
	87%
	

	Sealant - Urethane Roof Coating
	20%
	

	Sealant – Water Tank Coating
	59%
	

	Sealant – Wood and Concrete
Membrane Concrete

Penetrating Liquid
	11%

79%
	

	Water Tanks
	
	

	Dishware
	
	

	Cutlery - Disposable
	48%
	

	*Disposable Containers
	72%
	

	Lubricants
	
	

	2-Cycle Engine Oil
	34%
	

	Firearm Lubricant
	49%
	

	Greases
Food Grade

Multi-Purpose

Rail Track

Truck

Unspecified
	42%

72%

30%

71%

75%
	

	Metalworking Fluids

Straight Oils

General Purpose Soluble, Semi-Synthetic, Synthetic

High Performance Soluble, Semi-Synthetic, Synthetic
	66%

57%

40% (Delayed Compliance Date)
	

	Penetrating
	68%
	

	Other
	
	

	Bedding, Bed Linens, Towels
	12%
	

	De-Icers – General Purpose
	93%
	

	Dust Suppressants
	85%
	

	*Fertilizers
	71%
	

	Films
Non-Durable

*Semi-Durable (Plastic Bags)
	85%

45%
	

	Fluid Filled Transformers

Synthetic Esterbased

Vegetable Oilbased
	66% (Delayed Compliance Date)

95%
	

	Fuel Additives - Diesel
	90%
	

	Hydraulic Fluids – Mobile Equipment
	44%
	

	Hydraulic Fluids – Stationary Equipment
	44%
	

	Lip Care Products
	82%
	

	Sorbents
	89%
	


Resources
Farm Security and Rural Investment Act.  May 1, 2002.  16 USC 1671 et seq. (as amended), Title 9 - Energy Biomass/Renewable Energy, Section 9002, “Federal Procurement of Biobased Products.” Public Law 107-171.

7 CFR 2902.  March 16, 2006.  ““Designation of Biobased Items for Federal Procurement; Final Rule.”  U.S. Code of Federal Regulations.
7 CFR 2902.  May 14, 2008.  “Designation of Biobased Items for Federal Procurement:  Final Rule.”  U.S. Code of Federal Regulations
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