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Attachment

Relationship Between PNNL’s Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program and Environmental Management System

The Pacific Northwest National Laboratory’s (PNNL’s) Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) Program is rooted in the policy and standards expressed in the Environmental Stewardship Policy, is described in the Environmental Management System (EMS), is interpreted in the procedures and guidelines in the Standards-Based Management System (SBMS) subject areas, and is put into practice across the Laboratory by our staff in the course of their daily work.  

PNNL’s Environmental Stewardship Policy demonstrates our commitment to providing a safe and healthy working environment for all staff; protecting the general public and the environment from unacceptable environmental, safety and health risks; and operating in a manner that protects and restores the environment.

To put these words into action, PNNL mitigates hazards associated with our work, designs and plans to conserve resources, complies with regulatory and contractual requirements, shares information, and promotes continuous improvement.

PNNL’s commitment to environmental stewardship is reflected in its ISO 14001-certified EMS, a fully integrated set of environmental, waste, and effluent management services.  The EMS assists the Laboratory in interpreting appropriate environmental DOE Orders, federal, state, and local regulations and requirements; creates environmental policy; and assists the Laboratory in Pollution Prevention (P2), including EPP. 

PNNL’s Standards-Based Management System information translates applicable external requirements documents, corporate policies, and best business practices into procedures and guidelines relevant to daily operations.  The Waste Minimization and P2 SBMS subject area requires pre-purchase identification of products that must be purchased with specified environmental attributes to minimize consumption of natural resources and hazardous substances and to minimize amount of materials purchased altogether.  Staff are required to incorporate P2, waste minimization, and resource conservations techniques into the course of their work, including acquisition.  Staff must also select reusable rather than disposable items, and redistribute surplus products where possible, and recycle excess materials within the area’s market capability.  Suggested guidelines in the SBMS include obtaining surplus products from others at the Laboratory through the established office product exchange program and a new, pilot chemical redistribution process.

The P2 website offers a variety of services.  It offers information to staff regarding the EPP principles at the Laboratory:

· The best purchasing is no purchasing – avoiding purchasing by employing alternatives such as process redesign and redistribution.

· When those alternatives are not viable, purchasing decisions should be based on life-cycle impacts such as whether the material/product is made of renewable material, is reusable/recyclable, whether product durability is scaled to forecasted need, whether it comes from a local manufacturer, etc.

· Other considerations include whether the item is economical, aesthetic, and respectful of regional features and culture.

There are pull-down lists on the P2-EPP website of commonly-purchased products that have EPP-related suggestions, specifying those required by regulation (recycled content and energy/water efficient) and also offering best-practices guidelines for others, like bio-based products or recycled content products not specified for federal purchase by EPA.  The guidance provided also offers information about source reduction, reuse, and recycling opportunities to consider, coaching staff in life-cycle stewardship of resources.
EPP has been built into PNNL’s purchasing card (PCard) software.  Products designated for purchase with recycled content are identified to the PCard holder, and the software generates reporting on PNNL’s EPP purchases.

