March 2007 P2 Conference Call

15 March 2007
1.  Demonstration Laboratory for Reduction of Mixed Low-level Waste – Sonja Salzman, 505-664-0106, ssalzman@lanl.gov 

Through establishing an internal computer network in one of its non-rad control laboratories, Los Alamos National Laboratory demonstrated how it could reduce the amount of electronic equipment that must be dismantled and disposed as mixed low-level waste because it was used in a radiation control area. By networking the computers in the lab to one printer and using laptop computers that simply required styluses rather than keyboards, the lab was able to recycle 5 desk top computers, monitors, and keyboards totaling 1m3 .  Establishing the network took almost four months because the computers ran several types of spectrometers and the computers that were replaced used several different operating systems. Another lesson learned was that vendors will emphasize purchasing a package that includes the electronic equipment and a computer and assert that the warranty on the equipment will be voided if changes are made to the computer configuration.   
2. Executive Order 13423, Strengthening Federal Environmental, Energy, and Transportation Management –  Steve Woodbury, 202-586-4371, steven.woodbury@eh.doe.gov (information presented by Josh Silverman, 202-586- 6535 josh.silverman@eh.doe.gov)
· A memo is being readied for the Secretary to designate Alexander Karsner, Assistant Secretary for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, as the DOE official responsible for implementation of the E.O. 
· The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) instructions on the E.O. describe the specific requirements of the E.O. in greater detail than that provided in the E.O.  The final instructions should be available within the next several weeks.

· HS is gathering information from sites that have already integrated energy efficiency and fleet management into their EMS.  This input could be very helpful in demonstrating how the E.O. fleet management and energy efficiency provisions can be implemented.  Please contact Josh with information on how your site achieved this integration. 

· As a result of Josh’s briefing to the Joint EFCOG/DOE Chemical Management group on the chemical use reduction goals and requirements of the E.O., the group decided to establish a committee to make recommendations on how DOE could implement those goals and requirements.  Contact Josh if you would like to volunteer to serve on the committee.

· The E.O. stipulates that reports on chemical use reduction for 2008 will be due on  January 1, 2009.  Chemical use reports will still be required for 2007.  The 2007 report may require the TRI data required in previous reporting years or the CEQ instructions might expand on what must be reported. 
3. Pantex Moratorium Pilot Project Protocol Update  –  Craig Snider, 806-477-5906, csnider@pantex.doe.gov  (information presented by Beverly Whitehead)
The protocol for the Pantex pilot project will apply to clean materials only. The protocol is still being worked between Headquarters and Pantex but should be released soon.  
4. 2007 Earth Day/P2 Star Awards – Beverly Whitehead, 202-586-6073, Beverly.Whitehead@eh.doe.gov
The 37th anniversary of Earth Day will be observed at DOE during the week of April 16 with the following events at Headquarters:

Tuesday, April 17 – Green Fair:  local vendors will display green products for the home;

Wednesday, April 18 – DOE offices display their programs related to Earth Day; and
Thursday, April 19 – Mike Kilpatrick, representing HS-1, will award the P2 Star awards to the respective PSOs. 

P2 Star recipients will be notified as soon as the selections are finalized.

5.  Recycling Tritium-based Exit Signs – Peter Pohlot, 631-344-5660, pohlot@bnl.gov and Sonja Salzman, 505-664-0106, ssalzman@lanl.gov 

Sonja posed a question to the field on how other sites recycle tritium-based exit signs. 

Peter responded by sharing the protocol Brookhaven National Laboratory used successfully for the last several years to recycle their signs.  The protocol will be distributed with the March 15th P2 minutes.
As of 16 February 2005, BNL recycled 813 tritium-based exit signs.  Most recently the signs were sent to a firm in Canada that reduced by $50 the purchase of the firm’s new LED signs which are normally priced at $125. 

The P2 conference calls provide an excellent opportunity to do this type of problem solving and I encourage the sites to submit their questions to the group.

6. 2007 OFEE Environmental Symposium – Paul Lin, 202-586-4408, Paul.Lin@hq.doe.gov 
The Federal Environmental Symposium, sponsored by the Office of the Federal Environmental Executive, will be held June 4-6, 2007 at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) campus.  The theme of the symposium, which is free to Federal employees and support contractors, is understanding and meeting the goals of E.O. 13423. 

The deadline for abstract submissions for the Symposium is extended to March 28, 2007. Additional information is available at http://www.fedcenter.gov/_kd/go.cfm?destination=page&pge_id=3232. 

7.  Federal Electronics Challenge (FEC) – Jeff Eagan, 202-586-4598 Jeff.Eagan@hq.doe.gov
· Electronics Reuse and Recycling Campaign – the reporting deadline is extended to midnight, Monday, March 19th.  Nineteen DOE sites have joined the campaign.
· Implementing Electronics Stewardship at Department of Energy Facilities – this information brief is available at http://www.hss.energy.gov/nuclearsafety/nsep/p2//Electronics_Stewardship_IB_Mar07.pdf .  The document is loaded with helpful hyper links and serves as a one-stop location for a wealth of information on electronics stewardship.  
· Electronics stewardship best practices – as good as it is, the Implementing Electronics Stewardship at Department of Energy Facilities information brief would benefit greatly by including site experiences with electronic stewardship.  So, submit your lessons learned/best practices to Jeff who will make them available to all sites.

· Electronics stewardship panel at the OFEE Symposium – DOE is proceeding with its proposal to develop an OFEE Symposium panel of site representative to share their experiences in electronics stewardship.  Please contact Jeff with your interest in participating.  
8.  April P2 Conference Call – Beverly Whitehead, 202-586-6073, Beverly.Whitehead@eh.doe.gov
There will not be a P2 conference call on Thursday, April 19th due to the Earth Day events planned for that day.  Please give me a call with your preference for a call on either April 12th or April 26th.
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