DOE Environmental Sustainability Network (ESN)

February 2008 Conference Call

21 February 2008
1.  Y-12 Silver Recovery Process – George Profitt, 865-574-0068, proffittge@y12.doe.gov
Oak Ridge Y-12 has set-up a contract with a refiner for silver reclamation from photographic supplies. This contract is available through December 2009. Material can either be shipped to George at Y-12 for accumulation or can be shipped directly to the refiner.  Typically, Y-12 will accumulate between $300,000 and $400,000 worth of precious metals before shipping to the refiner.  Y-12 is averaging $5.5-6 million dollars a year in shipments. 

The refiner, named Sipi Metals (www.sipimetals.com), has been audited by Oak Ridge staff to verify performance and compliance.  For a copy of the audit, please contact Wayne Carlton at 865-576-0286 (carltonwp@y12.doe.gov).
2.  DOE Order 450.1A Update – Jane Powers, 202-586-7301, jane.powers@hq.doe.gov 
DOE Headquarters is currently working on the response to comments received during the RevCom process.  The Order will re-enter the RevCom process in early March, with a two week review period.  After this review period, hopefully all the PSOs will concur with the Order. 
3.  Toxic Reduction Reporting – Josh Silverman, 202-586-6535, josh.silverman@hq.doe.gov 

A brief side note:  Andy Lawrence was given the opportunity to present DOE’s environmental performance to Secretary Bodman.  This is a fantastic opportunity to highlight DOE successes. 
E.O. 13423 has the goal of reducing the quantity of toxic and hazardous chemicals and materials acquired, used, & disposed of. DOE developed a Recommended Approach to complying with the EO 13423 requirements for toxic chemical reduction and submitted a plan to OFEE on January 21, 2008.
DOE O 450.1A will require each DOE site to establish performance-based goals for toxic chemical reduction or elimination in its EMS.  Sites will determine the chemicals, reduction goals, and actions, based on its conditions, costs, mission requirements, and ES&H features
Note: Slides were distributed prior to the conference call.

4.  Results of P2 Funding Survey – – Beverly Whitehead, 202- 586- 6073, Beverly.Whitehead@hq.doe.gov
Many sites have recently inquired about how other sites fund their P2 program. HS-22 sent out a questionnaire and 19 sites responded.  The breakdown for funding is as follows:

· Annual Budget from Lab Overhead – 11 sites

· Tariff/Tax on Waste Generation – 3 sites

· Self-Perpetuating Program – 0 sites

· Generated Recycling Revenue – 1 site

· Internal Direct Funding Through Direct Allocation – 8 sites

· Other – 3 sites

Please note that some sites are funded using a combination of the methods listed above.  A summary spreadsheet has been distributed with these minutes. 
5.  OFEE 2008 East and West Environmental Symposia – Beverly Whitehead, 202- 586-6073, Beverly.Whitehead@hq.doe.gov
The East event will take place 2-4 June at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda, Maryland; the West event is scheduled for 17-19 June in West Yellowstone, Montana. The registration fees are $125 and $250, respectively, for the East and West Symposia; the $250 registration fee includes meals.  The East Symposia registration fee is waived for presenters.  
6.  Electronic Stewardship Updates – Jeff Eagan, 202-586-4598, Jeff.Eagan@hq.doe.gov 
The Department has earned an OMB Scorecard “green” for electronics stewardship.  Congratulations to everyone for their hard work!
DOE Achieves EO EPEAT Acquisition Goal:
Based on the results of the recent P2 data call, 95 percent of DOE’s electronics purchases in 2007 were EPEAT compliant – this is the goal established in EO 13423 and issued in 2007.
FEC Awards:

One of the many benefits of FEC membership is the multi-layered awards program.  Each year, FEC Facility Partners may apply for and receive annual recognition at one of three levels - Gold, Silver or Bronze. This year, there are 7 FEC award applicants.  Results of the award process will be announced in about a month. 
CIO Conference
The CIO Conference is being held after 2 years.  It is “THE  IT” meeting for DOE.  Jeff Eagan will be attending.  Please let him know if your IT staff is attending. 
Electronics Reuse and Recycle Challenge (ERRC):

The Department is aiming for a three-peat, a hat-trick, or any other term that applies to winning the same award in three consecutive years.  DOE won the ERRC in the last two years due to strong site participation. The website for the ERRC is www.federalelectronicschallenge.net/errc and membership is still open. 
7.  Pantex Metals Moratorium – Bob Fleming, 301-903-7627; robert.fleming@nnsa.doe.gov
The planned pilot may now include two sites (i.e. Pantex and one other site).  Currently a draft memo is being prepared for the Deputy Secretary.  At this time, two sites have volunteered to partake in the pilot, one Science and one NNSA site. 
Please contact Beverly Whitehead, 202- 586- 6073, Beverly.Whitehead@hq.doe.gov regarding any issues or areas you would like to have discussed during the ESN monthly conference calls.
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