[DOE LETTERHEAD]

National Nuclear Security Administration

January 5, 2005
The Honorable John T. Conway

Chairman

Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board

625 Indiana Avenue, NW, Suite 700

Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The National Nuclear Security Administration is pleased to forward its report responding to the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board’s observations on the Draft Request for Proposal (RFP) for the Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) Management and Operating Contract.  As requested, we are also providing a preliminary crosswalk of the requirement in Section J, Appendix G of the Draft LANL WP with the requirement of the current LANL contract.  Attachments 1 and 2 to the report are drafts of documents that the Source Evaluation Board is considering for inclusion in the final RFP.  The draft crosswalk included as Attachment 3 to the report is a working document that the SEB will complete as part of its process to finalize Section J, Appendix G of the RFP.

I want to assure the Board that the NNSA is committed to safe operation of the Los Alamos National Laboratory and successfully executing the Department of Energy Implementation Plan to Improve Oversight of Nuclear Operations to resolve issues raised in Board Recommendation 2004-1.  I also want to stress that NNSA has no intention of limiting its ability to carry out its oversight responsibilities.  Any inferences to the contrary in the initial RFP are due to imprecise drafting and have been corrected in the attached material.

I have asked Tyler Przybylek, LANL SEB Chairman to make himself available to discuss the proposed changes to the draft LANL RFP with the Board and to address your concerns prior to issuing the final LANL RFP.
Sincerely,

Linton F. Brooks

Administrator

cc:  Mr. Mark B. Whitaker, Jr.

Enclosure
