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NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

May 30, 2003

The Honorable John T. Conway

Chairman

Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board

625 Indiana Avenue, N.W.

Suite 700

Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Implementation Plan for Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board Recommendation 97-2, Criticality Safety, requires quarterly status reports.  Enclosed is the Department of Energy’s quarterly status report for the second quarter of Fiscal Year 2003.

The Implementation Plan contains 30 milestones, all of which have now been completed.  Although all commitments have been met, stability of funding for the Nuclear Criticality Safety Program (NCSP) has been an ongoing concern.  With the Secretary’s decision for Defense Programs to fully fund and manage the NCSP for Fiscal Year 2003 and beyond, stability of funding should be achieved.  In Fiscal Year 2003, Defense Programs provided the level of funding for the NCSP specified in the Five Year Plan.  The Fiscal Year 2004 budget request provides sufficient funding to meet NCSP requirements as well.  Defense Programs is committed to provide sufficient funding in the out years to institutionalize the NCSP.

The NCSP continues to sustain progress in all of the program task areas as reflected in the body of the enclosed report.  If you have any questions, please contact me directly or have your staff contact Mike Thompson at 30l-903-5648.

Sincerely,

David H. Crandall

Assistant Deputy Administrator

for Research, Development, and Simulation

Defense Programs
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