[DOE LETTERHEAD]

June 25, 2003

The Honorable John T. Conway

Chairman

Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board

625 Indiana Avenue, NW

Suite 700

Washington, D.C. 20004-2091

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The purpose of this memorandum is to report to you on the completion of commitment 3.7 of the Department’s Quality Assurance Improvement Plan (QAIP).  This commitment, Ensure that DOE and Contractor Annual Updates to ISMS and QA Program Descriptions are Integrated and Occur, required an in-depth review of the history and processes used to validate ISMS implementation declarations in Environmental Management.  This was accomplished by obtaining data provided by field elements and their contractors, reviewing the effectiveness of existing programs by evaluating operational and safety performance, directing appropriate corrective actions, and providing feedback and clarifications when required.

The enclosed report provides additional information for your use.  I have approved of the approaches presently employed while recognizing the need to encourage and promote improvements to the QA and ISMS program performance in Environmental Management.

If you have any questions, please call me at (202) 586-7709, or Mr. Paul Golan, Chief Operating Officer, at (202) 586-0738.

Sincerely,

Jessie Hill Roberson

Assistant Secretary for

Environmental Management

Enclosure
cc:  Mark Whitaker, DR-1

