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December 1, 2003

The Honorable Spencer Abraham
Sceretary of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20585-1000

Dear Secretary Abraham:

The Delense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (Board) was directed by Congress to
conduct a study of the adequacy of the K-Arca Materials Storage (KAMS) facility and related
support facilitics such as Building 235-F at the Savannah River Site, Aiken, South Carolina, for
the storage of detense plutonium and defense plutonium materials. This report was mandated by
Congress in Section 3183 of the Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Ycar 2003, Public Law
107-314. Scction 3183 directed that this study be provided both to Congress and to the Sccretary
of Encrgy. Our report on this matter is enclosed for your consideration.

The Board concludes that plutonium can be stored safcly in the KAMS facility as
currently configured for a limited period of time. For extended storage, the Board belicves that
certain safety enhancements described in the enclosed report should be provided. The Board
further concludes that the Department of Energy should expedite decisions on disposal of excess
plutonium, and should re-evaluate its plutonium storage plan to deterntine if there are better
options (such as a new plutonium storage facility) for extended storage of plutonium materials at
the Savannah River Site.

The Board appreciates the support provided by the Savannah River Site to members of
our staflas they conducted on-site reviews as part of this study.

Respectfully submitted,

John T. Conway
Chairman
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http://www.hss.doe.gov/deprep/2003/AttachedFile/fb03d01a_enc.pdf



