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July 9, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR: Jan Stubblefield, EH, GB-096A

SUBJECT: May 14, 1997 Hearing Before House Science Committee
regarding the future of Labs, Science Ré&D and Strategic
Alignment Initistives (Witness: Secretary Pefia)

Attached is a set of gquestions for Secretary Pefia from the above
hearing. The answers to these questions are to be processed in
accordance with the procedures cutlined in the attached Q&A
Process. Your office will be responsible for cocrdinating
responses with the appropriate program offices and obtaining the
proper Principal Secrerarial Officer (PSO) signeff. The
following offices are to be & part of the coordinating process
for all responses: GC and CI appropriate program liaison.
Please provide your responses to Barbara Barnes, Room 8G-070, by
3:00 p.m., Monday, July 14, 1997,
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GUEBUGTIONS ABOUT BRGOOIKHAVEN MANAGEMENT QOF THE
MARSHALL ISLANDS MEDICAL MONITORING AND CARE PRCCRANM
Eram Rop., Goorge . Brown, Jr.

Brookhaven National Laboratory conducts a medical moniteri ng b Care prograwm for
Marghallese citizarns who wors exposed to radioactive fallowt from the U.$. Nuclear
Woapons Testing Program conductad In the Marshall 1s)ands. For decades the
Marohalleso people enrolled in this pregram Pave said that they fesl like ‘guines pigs"
bocause they believe that Brookhaven researchers aré more interested in
undprstanding the effects of radiation on human beings than providing cara for the
iMjLring mwltmurww Ly the Marshollose, ,

,_:" M o Mow will ehanges at Brookhaven sffect the radioiogical monitoring and troabment
program in the Marsha!l lslencs?

The Committee understands that DOE is partially fHinancing o spocial edition of the
Moalth Physice jGurnal portaining to the Maraball nlonds. The Marahall Inlangs
government {RMI) says that some of the articles in this edition are based on
nfaremation which sclentists rofuse t¢ share with RMI. RM) also reports thet one of
tho edition’s editors has contract and property disputes with RMIL.

GEE:: 4“ 'I’ !

4'5.- /’"1'[' 1. What are DOE's position on publication of Ihis edition and view of its
tropmrtiplity’? '
'EE, .l"‘: @, Why di¢d ROE support this joumal edition without giving notice to, or

oncouraging the participation of, RMI?
.1Iiii:f'.n"--l!' 3. Will DOE take further steps 1o nddross this situation with RMI?

M‘ o  According to RMI, Brookhnven hns grossly misrepresented the axtant of radimtion
& IIHIiMlI'w in tho Marshall Islands through the systematic control of information and by
croating an inappropriste ‘contral group’. The Committes has doen teld that the
contral group was also oxposed (o substantial smounts of radiation, resulting from
thoir resictoncas on cortaminnted atolis. Aeo these facte correct? Wouldn't an
oapoone control group potent imlly elirmiri tnlh the sigmficancs of incidonts of illnees

within the Compnrison group?

ql.--- m‘ﬂt o RMI says that pationts whe have beon troated at Brookhavan oflan do not know
whiat medicn) prococures have boen done, or the conditione of thweir henlih.
Furthormore, those pationts do not have accass 1o their medicn) files. i thie 1o the
case, what will DOE do to remaedly this situation®?

L4
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wmmwmeMMWHMWWWHWWmmmwmwwwwmmmmwwmwmﬂmeuwwmhwwmmﬂmMNwWHMW
several years, Will DOE consider an independent review of this propram during this
poriod of trensition Dstwoeen contractors with & reviewer accaptalleo 10 both DOE

and RMI?
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W'ﬁ¢ o Aggording to RMI, Brookhaven doctors acknowledge in their reports that they

roseitieod people on contaminated landn & study how radionuclides pasa frorm the

onwvironment, to the food chain, and Int the humaen body, RMI elaims thet the

Bikinwse, {for inntence, hnve ingeasted mors radionctive cosium than any knowr

population. Wore these claims of human radintion expacirnonts considered in

DMR , @

EhM[ » MMHMthWWMWMMWmmMMﬂmmewmmMWmmmwwwmmmwwmmmuwwwﬂmm
wwwNMMﬂWmuwmwﬂmwwhmhmeWmmemMnmmmwml These firns aliegedly oceurred in
HIﬂﬂum1MN»mmmmwwwmmmmmmmmmwwmmMHmmMmmnmmJMwwwmﬁwwmwmm)wnmmw
NMWWMWMMnMmmwmmmMWMWMMMmeMMmmmmMMmmmmm
invastigations by DOE of the cause of these fires, and the extent of the damage to

W magicml rocorids. .

4 . " - N .

L-ﬁ' o  RMI says that soveral populntions and illnesses were placed outside of DOE'e
consicdoration of the effects of radlation on the Marshallsse. Has DOE raviewed this
protocol and considored the position of RMI?

DOE's recont roview of such experiments? If a0, what were DOE's conclusions? if

not, what will DOE now ¢k to Investigate this situation and assess the implications
of thin exposure?

vt

“4“‘m ﬁMWhmmmmMmHWﬂmI"wwwnwwmmwmeanhmmmwpmmwwwnmmmemm1hmwmmnwm

& clonar to being ablw to take care of the radiation ilInesses than they were $0 yoors
nge. s RBOE worklng with RMI to allow RMI to mave toward hosith care self-

suiiciency?
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4  TOM BELL@NOTES2CC
v 07/14/97 11:40 AM

To: PAUL SELIGMAN, Elaine Gallin@EH, ELIZABETH WHITE, SUSAN WHITMORE@EH, SUE ANDERSON,
FRANK HAWIKING, NEIL BARSS
cel

Subject: Q&As from Congressman Sensenbrenner/Brown/Ml Medical Prgm.

Paul:

The Q&A's that come in late Thursday from Congressman George B.Brown Jr,
under and EH action was upgraded to an ES ticket actlon for supposad
signature by Tara. The attached WPS5.x for Windows f£ile "gkasci5.doc®
provides the Q&is. The action is due today, July 14, 1997.

I called Mary Jo Zacchere this morning as to how to prepare the package
and she said all that she nesded was thmnﬁmmmmﬂmmﬂ*mp Q&hs and she would
get them cleared in BH and up to Congressional Affairs. She said no
latter was needed nor any signature by Tara envislioned.

Just in case it is decided in EH-6 that a memo to Tara closing out the
action may be needed, I have prepared such a memo (see attached WPS.x
for Windows £ile memsciw$.doc). Since it may not be needed I have left
the memo as a separate document from the QL&A package in case juat the
latter is sent to Mary Jo Zacchero. She has requested that we send the
Q&A packet by e-mall in WPS.x for windows as soon as they are smoothed
up .

Tom

| 1‘ 1 l
Lo ]‘ - q&ascib.docl L. | - mamsciwb.doc
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