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KILVBIKINVENT
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL
10%

Tomaki Juda P.O. Box 3607

Muyor

Majuro, ML 96960
Telephane 011692625317
Jt J"y 1 ‘Ei' , 1 !E'!g?' Pax 0116926253330

The Honarable Bl Clinton, Prasident of the Unitad States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington., D.G. 20500

Dear President Clinton,

) am writing to you for the first time, Mr. Prasident, to ask for your help. Before |
put forth my recuest, however, | feel It necessary to explain a little about tho history of
the Bikinian paople.

Tho paople of Bikinl have a long relationship with your country, the United States
of America. We were removed from our islands by the U.S. govemment in 1946 so.
that your military could tast a total of 23 nuclear weapons over the course of 12 years.
The first delivarable hydrogen bomb, 1,000 times greater than tha Hiroshima and the
Nagasaki blasts, was detonated on Bikinl Atoll in 1954: this bomb heavily
contaminatad our atoll--and most of the northam Marshall Islands--with radloactivity.

For the past fifty years our paople have beasn living In exile on Kili Island, 42%
miles 10 the south of Bikini.  Qur lagoon-based fishing, sailing and food gathering
cullure has seriously devolved. Kl Island has no lagoon, It is & very small, lone
island with a rocky coral shoreline which Is beaten by constant, turbulent seas: There
is not even a dock (o tis-up our fishing boats. In the early years of our oxodus, our
mmumenthManmemMmmvamﬂmmmMﬂwaMwwMMmMm

In 1968, on tho advice of the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission, President
Lyndon B, Johngon announcad that Bikini was sale for human habilation. After some
of our people moved back, ten years later, in 1978, It was discovered that they had
borne the highest body-burdens of radioactive cesium-137 evar ingested by a
population of human baings. This was bacausa the sclentists gid not reallze that the
casiurn was belng taken up through the root systems of the 1ood Crops.

Over tha yaars sinca 1978, our peopls have been helped tremendously by he
United States of America. YWe now have three trust funds totaling over $150 million
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and, since 1988, we have been moving loward the restoration and resettlement of our
atoll,

Since the debacle of the aborted move to Bikinl in the 1970's, this resettioment
effort, of course, has included the review of a number of scionlific studies concerning
the radiological condition on Bikini Atoll.  Beginning in the late 1970 through to the
present day, Lawronoo Livormore National Laboratory has studigd the radiological
conditions of Bikinl, usually with two missions per year. In the sarly 1980's, the Bikini
Atoll Rehabilitation Committes [BARC), a group ot highly regarded American
scientists, completed and submitted a report about the radiation on Bikini to the U.S.
Congress. In the 1990’s, we hired our own indsependant sclentlst, Herwlg Paretzke, a
Garman citizen, to review the findings of the atorementioned studivs., There was also
a Nationwide Radiologlcal Study conducted by D1 Steven Simon and an advisory
Qroup of SClenusts rorm around the would fur the Marshall Islands govemmont. In
addiion, the National Acaderny ol Science also released a report about Rongelap
Atolt In which Bikint Atoll was also discussed. All of thls information was submitted o
a panel of inlemationally renowned sclenlists, convened by the International Atomic
Energy Agency, for raview in December of 1995.

The IAEA is recommonding the eame mathod of radiological cleanup as the
other scientlsts: Sorapo the living area of Bikini, while at the same time spreading
potassium fortilizer over the rast of the island to block the uptake of cesiurn by the food
crops. Whilo we find these results encouraging and are giving them serious
congidoration, | would like to request that you parmit a small delagation from our local
govemmaent to meet with you in person at tha White House 10 discuss the Issues

surrounding our return,

You saa, it is vary imponant to us that the United Stales--am you, as the
Fresident--andorsa what the sclentists are now telling us aboul Bikini. I we can get
your endorsemant of the studlies thal have laken place on Bikini, and the methods that
the sclentists have recornmended for the radiological cleanup of our atoll, it is my
belief that we can progress with confidence toward the long awalted rosottlomont of
our horneland.

Wo graciously thank you for considoring this very important though humble
request from our people who havo given s much to the peace and sacurity of the
United States of Amorica.

Singarely, )
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The Honordible Tomak! Juda
Mayor tor the KiliBikinVE[lt Local Government Council
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