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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
2433 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20008
Tel. # (202) 254-5414
Fax # (202) 252-3236

September 3, 1997

The Homorable Federico Pefia
Secretary

U.S. Department of Energy
Forrestal Boilding

1000 Independence Ave., 5.W.
Washington, D.C. 20583

Dear Secretary Peda:

Tt has recently come to my attention that the Deparbinent of Energy is

considering eliminating the position of Science Adviser/Marshall Islands
Program from its Germantown facility. I am writing to express the concetn of
the Government of the Republic of the Marshall [slands that these changes
will adversely afféct the ongoing document declassification process, and
ultimately the bilatetal relationship between our two countries.

As you know, in 1994 the Honorable Hazel O'Leary launched the Department
of Encrgy's "Openness Initiative.” The initiative was designed to make public
the Department's information on human experimentation, including
materials relating to the Marshall Islands.

To date, there has been a great deal of progress in obtaining previously-
classified meaterials cancerning the U.S. Nuclear Weapons Testing Program in
the Marshall 1slands. This has been due in no small part by the effarts and
expertise of the current Science Adviser/Marshall Islands Program, Mr. Neil
Barss.

For several vears we have warked with Mr. Barss on the release of
information. During this time he has consistently demonstrated an
unparalleled level of knowledge of, and commitment to, the information
release and dissemination process concerning the Marshall Islands. We have
nothing but the Iighest praise for his dedication, professionalism and
understanding. In all respects, he has proven to be a credit both to the
Department and the U.S. Government. To lose someone of his caliber at this
stage of the process will no doubt result in a serious setback to the work we
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have collectively accomplished to date and erode the growing atmosphere of
trust our governments have been developing to discuss and confroot the
consequences of the U.S. Nuclear Weapons Testing Program.

From its inception, all parties involved with the Marshall Islands component
of the "Openness Initiative" acknowledged that this would be a long-term
process, While great strides have been made in providing documents to the
Marshall [slands Government, much work remains to be done. [ am
therefore deeply cancerned that the DOE is currently considering eliminating
the position of Science Adviser/Marshall Islands Program.

For decades, the RMI Government has requested the information that is now
forthcoming. As a resvolt of these disclosures our bilateral relationship has
been strengthened. 1 understand and can appreciate folly the budgetary
constraints faced by the DOE. However, 1 fee! it necessary to express my decp
concern over this proposed change and my conoern about the adverse
implications this change will have on our bilateral relationship.

The U.5. Government has committed itself to the sharing of information

-with the RMI Government. I sincerely hope this work can continue.

I thank you for yout consideration of this matter, and I remain,

Vary teuly yo

2N

a
Ambassador

oc:/ The Honorable Madeline Albright, Secretary of State

The Honorable Don Young Chairman, House Committee on
Resources

The Honorable Benjamin Gilman, Chairmarn, House Committee on
International Relatians

The Honorable Frank Murkowski, Chairman, Senate Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources

The Honorable George Miller, Ranking Democrat, House Committee
on Resources

The Honorable Daniel Akaka, Senate Committce on Energy and
Natural Resources )

The Flonorable Eni Faleomavaega, House Committee on International
Relations

The Honorable Robert Underwood, House Committee on
International Relationa
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THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

SUBTECT BXPRBESSES CONCERN THAT DXE IS
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POSITION OF SCIENCE ADVISER/
MARSHALL ISLANDS PROGRAM
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