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EMBASSYOF THE REPUBLIC Oi?TME MARSHALL X5LANDS
2433 MasmcW-S Avmuu, N.W.,

Washington.Ml 20008
Tel. # (202] 234-5414
Fax# (202) 252-3236

September 3,1997

The Honcuable Federko Pcfia
Secretary
US. Department of Energy
Forreskd Building
1000 Independence A\’e., S.IV.
Washington, D-c.20585

Dear Secretary Pcfia:

It has recently come to my attention that the Depa7tmeot of Energy is
considming eliminating the positio~~ of %icuce Advkmhkshall Islands
Prugram from its.Germantown facility. 1am writing to express the ooxuxwnof
the Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islaqds that these changes
will adv~ ~ffeet the ongoing document declassification p.mcess, and
ukirnatdy the bilateral relationship behveen OUY@vocountries.

As you know, in 1994 the HonorIMc Hazel O’Leary launched theDepartment
of Encrgjv’s “Openness Initiative.” The Mtiativc was designed to make public
the CMprtxnent’s information on human experimentation, including
materials relating tD the Marshall Islands.

To date, there has been Bgreat deal ofprogress in obtaining previoualy-
classifiid xrwtmials concerning the US. Nuclear Weapons Testing Program in
the ~lmshdl Mancls. This has been dlte in no and part by the cf frets and
eXPGrtiseof tie Culrmt SCimccAdv!ser/h4arshail IAnds Ro~rw Mr. Neil
Barss.

Fur several years w have vmrked with Mr. Bares on the release of
inforrnrstioo. During this time he has corwkdxmtlydemonshated an
unparalleled level of knowledge of, and commitment to, the information
release and diwerninatitm process concerning the Marshall Islands- We have
nothing but the luglwxit pmisc for his dedication, profeasionalinn and
understanding. In all respects, he has proven to be a credit both to the
Wpartment and the U.S. Govermncnt. TCYlose someone of his cidibm at this
stage of ths pcocess @l no doubt result in Astious setback to the work We
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have collectively accomplished to date and erode the growing atmosphere of
trust our governments have been dewluping to discuss and confront the
cunsqun= of the U.S, Nuclear Weapons Testing Program.

From its ineption, all parties involved with the Mmsha]l Islands compnnent
of the “Openness Initiative” acknowledged that this would be n iong-term
process, While great strides have been made in provid~ documents to the
Mmstwll Islands Government, much work remains to bc dorm I am
therefore deeply concerned that the DOE is currently considering elirmnatirtg
the position of Science -4dvitm/Marshall Islands Program.

For decades, the Rhf3 Com?rnmcnt has requested the information thatisnow
k?rtkoming. As a retwlt of these disclosures our bilateral relationship has
bew strcn@ened. I understand and can apprectatt?fully the budgetary
constraints faced by tlw DOE Howemz I feel it necessary to express my deep
concern over this proposed change and my concern about the adverse
implications this change w iU ham on our bilateral relationship.

The U,5. Government has committed itmlf to the sharing of information
with the RM1 Government. I sincerely hope this work can continue.

I Ihmk you for your consideration of this matter, and 1
.

mnaim

v ry truly yo

P
/

a. &$ke Br
/ Amb&ador

cd The Honorabtc -Mmteline Albngh$ Secretary of State
The Honorable Don Youn& Chairman, House Committee on

Resources
‘1’hc Honomble Benjamin Gilman, Chairrnu !+ouse Committee on

lnternationa! Relaticms
The Honorable Frank Mufkowski, Chairman, Senate Committee on

Energy and Natural Resources
The Hcmorable Geo~ge Miiler, Ranking Dwnocrat, Huuse Committee

on Resouraes
The Honorable Daniel Al&n, Senate Cwnmittce on Energy and

Natural Resources
The I-Ionorable Eni ?aleontaviwga, House Committee on Jntmnational

Relations
The Honorable Robe~ Undc~’ood, Hue Cmunittee on

International Relations
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