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Althoughimoreithani#6,000;cornealitransplantsiwere
performedjlastiyyearitheineedjfor,cornealjtissuelisinever.
satistiedAVvhilelpromisingadvancesiareibeingimadein
artificialjicorneassthey tendjtolbereservedior,patientswith | et

diseasesithatiprecludeidonor,corneajtransplantation:

Successratesiare currentlyimuch higher,withidonor.corneas:

T he cornea is the clear tissue covering
the front of the eye. It is the main
focusing element of the eye. Vision will
be dramatically reduced if the cornea
becomes cloudy from disease, injury or
infection.

Corneal blindness is a disorder that
results from the cornea becoming
clouded, making a person blind. This
condition can result from a variety of
diseases, Injury or infection.

Only the cornea can be transplanted.
The entire eye may be used for research
and education.
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Cataracts, poor eyesight, or age do
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not prevent you from being a YOUI'
donor. It is important for EX"E‘S

individuals wanting to be donors to
inform family members of their
wishes.

Corneal transplant is one of the most frequently
performed human transplant procedures. Since
1961, more than 549,889 corneal transplants have
been performed (about 40,000 each year), restoring
sight to men, women, and children ranging in age
from nine days to 103 years.

The chances of success of this operation have risen
dramatically because of technological advances.
Corneal transplantation has restored sight to many,
who a generation ago would have been blinded
permanently by corneal injury, infection, or inherited
corneal disease or degeneration.
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