U.S. Department of Energy
 Quarterly Teleconference on

Implementing Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Requirements
January 25, 2007 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (EDT)

TOPICS

· New Executive Order 13423 and FAR regulation changes

· Sustainable Building Design with Green Purchasing

· EPP data call reports
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.
MINUTES

Welcome  - Don Lentzen (DOE-HQ Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Lead)

Barbara Matos – Introduction to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs employees
Update from the Office of the Federal Environmental Executive – Dana Arnold (OFEE) 
· The new Executive Order (EO), titled “Strengthening Federal Environmental, Energy, and Transportation Management,” was signed yesterday.  The new EO consolidates and strengthens most of the requirements of the five EOs it revokes:  13101, 13123, 13134, 13148, 13149.  
· The order number will be available on Monday morning (Follow-up: the new EO is number 13423).  
· The instructions, to be released in mid-February, will play a key role in the EO, providing further details.
· Green buildings and electronic purchasing are now required under the new EO. 


Question: Are the reporting requirements streamlined?


Answer: An attempt will be made to streamline reporting, though many reporting requirements, including deadlines, are statutory driven.  FedCenter will be one tool to assist in the streamlining process. 
Additional Facts
VEHICLES: Increase purchase of alternative fuel, hybrid, and plug-in

      hybrid vehicles when commercially available.

 PETROLEUM CONSERVATION: Reduce petroleum consumption in fleet

      vehicles by 2% annually through 2015.

 ALTERNATIVE FUEL USE: Increase alternative fuel consumption at least

      10% annually.

 ENERGY EFFICIENCY: Reduce energy intensity 30% by 2015.

 GREENHOUSE GASES: Reduce greenhouse gas emissions through reduction

      of energy intensity by 3% annually or 30% by 2105.

 RENEWABLE POWER: At least 50% of current renewable energy purchases

      must come from new renewable sources (in service after January 1,

      1999).

 BUILDING PERFORMANCE: Construct or renovate buildings in accordance

      with sustainability strategies, including resource conservation,

      reduction, and use; siting; and indoor environmental quality.

 WATER CONSERVATION: Reduce water consumption intensity by 2% annually

      through 2015.

 PROCUREMENT: Expand purchases of environmentally-sound goods and

      services, including biobased products.

 POLLUTION PREVENTION: Reduce use of chemicals and toxic materials and

      purchase lower risk chemicals and toxic materials from top

      priority list.

 ELECTRONICS MANAGEMENT: Annually, 95% of electronic products

      purchased must meet Electronic Product Environmental Assessment

      Tool standards where applicable; enable Energy Star® features on

      100% of computers and monitors; and reuse, donate, sell, or

      recycle 100% of electronic products using environmentally sound

      management practices.

 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS: By 2010, increase to at least 2,500

      the number of Federal operations that implement environmental

      management systems, up from about 1,000 today.

Modifications to the FAR – Dana Arnold
Updates on four FAR cases involve clarifying the EPA designated products that are to be procured and furnished under construction and service contracts as well as commodity contracts, biobased products, and energy efficient products. 
· Biobased case - Comment period still open

· Recovered materials – Applies to construction contract.  Proposal is ready for review.
· EPEAT products – Will add language to Part 23 of the FAR.  About a year away from being final. 
EPP at Fermi - Bob Johnson

An overview of the Environmentally Preferred Purchasing program at Fermi Lab:
· Fermi Lab has been using environmentally preferred products for over 9 years.
· Post-consumer recycled copy paper was the first item incorporated, followed by automotive-related products.

· Fermi is constantly working with vendors on to acquire biobased products, such as machine shop cutting fluid.

· Fermi is also including biobased requirements into new cleaning contracts.

· Fly ash is being used in cement.
Question (Scott McNally, VA): Is cost a factor in purchasing decisions when determining to use environmentally-friendly products?

Answer (Dana Arnold): Three factors are involved in the purchasing decision: 1) price, 2) performance, and 3) regional availability.
Question (Tom McGeachen, PPPL): The biobased machining fluid we are using at PPPL is Aculube, and we are using Supersink for cleaning filters in the boiler plant.  How long has fly ash been used in cement at your site, and is it only being used in sidewalks?

Answer (Bob Johnson): Fly ash has been used for several years now and it is holding up well.  Sandia has specifications for the use of fly ash in cement, which we will send.

Answer (Sam McCord, SNL):  Sandia has specifications for fly ash in concrete and we will send you those as well.

Question (Scott McNally):  If anything is cost prohibitive, are we required to buy it despite how much it costs.  Recycled signage is over 100% the cost of non recycled signage.

Answer (Dana Arnold):  In case of recycled and biobased products, the justified exemptions are not available, unreasonable price, or poor performance.  For energy products, the language is “cost effective.”
The Interagency Sustainability Working Group and DOE... Taking Sustainable Building Seriously  – Matt Gray and Anne Crawley
Implementation Plan for the MOU in Federal Leadership Summary: The first half of this presentation provided an overview of the Interagency Sustainability Working Group (ISWG) and Government-wide policy related to sustainable building practices. The second half covered the drivers for Green Buildings and  DOE successes related to green building.

Matt Gray:

· The Interagency Sustainability Working Group (ISWG) was established in September 2001 in response to Executive Order 13123.  The ISWG has over 300 members, approximately 60 of which are active. 
· The ISWG identifies and proposes solutions to barriers for the adoption of sustainable design in the federal sector.
· DOE has four certified LEED buildings, with six more registered.  There are five DOE case studies in the High Performance Federal Buildings Database with six more under development. 

Anne Crawley:

· New drivers are in place for Green Buildings at DOE.  DOE is a signatory to the Memorandum of Understanding, and the new Executive Order requires Green Building practices and principles.
· Manual 413 now includes references to Green Buildings.
· Green building practices will be applied first to new buildings and buildings in the pipeline before incorporating in existing buildings
· By 2008, DOE will develop a strategy for incorporating Green Building practices in existing buildings.
· A key resource is the Whole Building Design Guide (www.wbdg.org).  It provides detailed technical guidance and purchasing specifications. 
Here are the links for the ISWG website and the High Performance Federal Buildings Database:

http://www.eere.energy.gov/femp/technologies/sustainable_workinggroup.cfm
http://www.eere.energy.gov/femp/highperformance/
EPP Data Call Summary – Don Lentzen 

· The 2006 EPP data are in and DOE registered $45 million worth of purchases, with $28 million (63%) recycled purchases and $41 million (92%) recycled purchases plus justified exceptions.

· Furniture accounted for $19 million, paper was $12 million, and tires $3 million. 

Don will be contacting each site in the near future to review individual activities.  We look forward to discussing your successes and concerns.

How can headquarters assist the sites in improving their recycled purchases?

Site Questions and Discussion

Tom McGeachen – Currently Princeton Plasma Physics Lab is piloting B-20 in its John Deere Gator carts with small diesel engines, in two pick up trucks and one big truck.  If B-20 is successful, they will install a 1000 gallon tank to supply the B-20 blend.  Right now they are purchasing 55-gallon drums.

Alison Stransky – Under the new University of California contract for LANL, what should be placed in the Terms and Conditions for M&O subcontractors?  We looked at draft contract language on the EPA website, but our legal department is hesitant to include Terms and Conditions not required by the prime M&O contract.

Response - The FAR and DEAR clauses apply to the subcontractors also. 
Tom McGeachen – Could we have information on the OFEE Environmental Symposium at the next teleconference in April as well as information on any changes to reporting resulting from the new Executive Order?

Josh Silverman (DOE-HQ) -  DOE is streamlining reporting requirements and are exploring migrating the reporting website to the FedCenter as has been done with the EMS reporting.
Tom McGeachen – The DOE EPP reporting website works great!

Next teleconference
· Date – April 26, 2007
· Other potential topics for the next teleconference.  Please share your ideas.  Some suggested so far are
· Implementation of Executive Order 13423 and resulting reporting changes if any
· Update on the OFEE Environmental Symposium planned for June 2008
· Energy/water efficient products per EPAct 2005

· Cafeteria Products (dishware)
· Alternative fuels/vehicles:  LBNL study on ethanol

· Construction:  Paint and water free urinals

· EPP Training
· Other?
Adjourn

A few rules for successful teleconferencing:

· Because we only have a limited number of telephone lines available, all coordinators at one site should participate in the teleconference together on one telephone.

· Keep your phones on mute (if you are using a speakerphone) unless you are speaking.

· Announce your name and affiliation before speaking each time.

· All participants will be asked to introduce yourselves at the start of the teleconference and given the opportunity for comments and questions at the end of the teleconference.

SEVEN NEWLY DESIGNATED RECYCLED PRODUCTS
Begin Purchasing and Collecting Purchasing Data by May 1, 2005

· Blasting Grit

· Furniture - Office
· Pipe – Non-Pressure
· Racks - Bicycle
· Ramps – Modular Threshold
· Roofing Materials
· Vehicle Parts – Rebuilt
Web Info:  http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products.htm

SIX NEWLY DESIGNATED BIOBASED PRODUCTS
Begin Purchasing and Collecting Purchasing Data by March 16, 2007 except for those with asterisk, which will have later purchasing date
· Lubricants, penetrating – 68% biobased content by weight

· Diesel fuel additives – 90%

· Urethane roof coating/sealant – 20%

· Hydraulic fluids for mobile equipment (tractors, etc.) – 44%

· *Bedding, bed linens, towels (User Housing Facilities?) – 12%

· *Water tank coating/sealant – 59%

Web Info:  http://www.biobased.oce.usda.gov/public/index.cfm
SOURCES OF INFORMATION
DOE’s “Environmentally Preferable Products Program” website for access to the reporting site, annual report, teleconference agenda and minutes, and sources of helpful information
U.S. Department of Energy’s RCRA 6002/Executive Order 13101 home page

http://www.hss.energy.gov/NuclearSafety/NSEP/p2/epp/
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Executive Orders, Regulations, Guidelines
Office of the Federal Environmental Executive

www.ofee.gov
Buying Green
FedCenter

http://www.fedcenter.gov/programs/buygreen/

What Is Green Purchasing, Anyway?
Office of Personnel Management

www.golearn.gov (Free Catalog Section, then Legislatively Mandated...Topics)

GENERAL PRODUCT INFORMATION

Environmentally Preferable Products
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://yosemite1.epa.gov/oppt/eppstand2.nsf
Environmentally Preferable Products
U.S. Department of Energy

http://www.hss.energy.gov/NuclearSafety/NSEP/p2/epp/
Alternative Fuels and Vehicles
U.S. Department of Energy

http://www.eere.energy.gov/vehiclesandfuels/epact/federal/
Biobased Products
U.S. Department of Agriculture

http://www.biobased.oce.usda.gov/public/index.cfm
Construction

Whole Building Design Guide -- Technical Guidance for Implementing the

Guiding Principles for Federal Leadership in High Performance and

Sustainable Buildings Memorandum of Understanding 
http://www.wbdg.org/sustainablemou
The Federal Green Construction Guide for Specifiers with more than

60 model green construction spec sections
http://fedgreenspecs.wbdg.org
PRIVATE 
Energy/Water Efficient Productstc  \l 1 "Energy/Water Efficient Products"
Federal Energy Management Program

PRIVATE 
http://www.eere.energy.gov/femp/procurement/

PRIVATE 
Recycled Products and Supplierstc  \l 1 "Recycled Products and Suppliers"
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/index.htm
Materials Exchange Products
(especially chemicals, equipment, and hazardous materials) at other DOE facilities

Log on with user name (erhquser) and password (erhqdoe)

DOE Complex Wide Materials Exchange

http://wastenot.er.doe.gov/DOEmatex/index.html 
Substitutes for Ozone-Depleting Products
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/ozone/snap/lists/index.html
SPECIFIC PRODUCT CATEGORIES

Carpet

Contract Language and Standards/Guidelines
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Select “carpet” at http://yosemite.epa.gov/oppt/eppstand2.nsf/Pages/Search.html?Open
Recycled Content Specifications and Suppliers
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products/carpet.htm
Suppliers
Green Seal “Choose Green Report:  Carpet”

http://www.greenseal.org/cgrs/Carpet_CGR.pdf
Cement/Concrete

Recycled Content Specifications and Suppliers
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products/cement.htm
Cleaning Products
Contract Language and Standards/Guidelinestc  \l 3 "Contract Language and Standards/Guidelines"
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Select “concrete” at http://yosemite.epa.gov/oppt/eppstand2.nsf/Pages/Search.html?Open
Suppliers
Green Seal “Choose Green Report:  Industrial and Institutional Cleaners”

http://www.greenseal.org/certproducts.htm#cleaners
Construction Materials and Products

Contract Language
U.S. Department of Energy

http://www.hss.energy.gov/nuclearsafety/nsep/p2/epp/epspecs.html , see “Construction Services”

Paint

Recycled Content Specifications and Suppliers

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products/paint.htm
Suppliers
Green Seal “Choose Green Report:  Architectural Paints”

http://www.greenseal.org/draftdocs.htm
Toner Cartridges

Recycled Content Specifications and Suppliers

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products/toner.htm

DOWNLOAD AND RUN BEES 3.0 SOFTWARE
BEES (Building for Environmental and Economic Sustainability) software helps designers, builders, and product manufacturers identify the environmental and economic performance of

building/construction products.  Developed by the NIST (National Institute of Standards and Technology) Green Buildings Program with support from the U.S. EPA Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program and the HUD Partnership for Advancing Technology in Housing (PATH) the tool is based on consensus standards and designed to be practical, flexible, and transparent. 

Register for software at http://www.bfrl.nist.gov/oae/software/bees/registration.html (no cost involved):

· Fill out registration form

· Click submit
To install BEES 3.0d: 

· Download bees30dzip.exe, a 14.6 MB self-extracting file. (If prompted during the download, choose to save the file).

· From Windows Explorer, double click on bees30dzip.exe to start self- extraction process.

· When prompted, choose a folder to unzip the file to and click Unzip.

· Using Windows Explorer, go to the folder you specified in Step 3, double click on Setup.exe and follow the directions on the screen. You will need to choose a folder in which to install BEES 3.0d.  This folder must be different from the one you specified in Step 3.

To run BEES 3.0d:

· Select Start->Programs->BEES->BEES 3.0d OR
· Go to “My Computer” or wherever you can see all folders and files on your computer.  Do not try to open the BEES exe file from a software application, such as Word. 

· Go to where you stored the BEES files (probably in a folder labeled “BEES”)

· Open the BEES30d.exe file

· Go to “Analysis” at top of window

· Go to “Define Parameters”
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