
U.S. Department of Energy

Quarterly Teleconference on Implementing

Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Requirements
May 3, 2007 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (EDT)

TOPICS

· Federal Environmental Symposium
· Implementation of EO13423
· FAR Clauses Update
· Biobased Products Toolkit and Biobased Products in Use at DOE Sites
MINUTES

Welcome  - Don Lentzen (DOE-HQ Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Lead) and Barbara Matos (Department of Veterans Affairs)

Federal Environmental Symposium – Paul Lin and Beverly Whitehead (DOE)

The 2007 Federal Environmental Symposium will be held June 4-6, 2007 at the Natcher Conference Center, 45 Center Drive, located on the main campus of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda, Maryland.
The theme is implementation of Executive Order 13423, which covers energy, environment, and transportation.
The symposium is open to Federal employees and contractors currently representing their Federal agencies. Admission is free, and advance registration is MANDATORY.  Registration ends May 18. Government ID will be required for entry to the NIH campus. Visit the website below for more information.

http://www.fedcenter.gov/_kd/go.cfm?destination=page&pge_id=2004 

For questions, call Paul Lin, Tel. 202-586-4408, E-Mail paul.lin@hq.doe.gov
In addition, DOE will be conducting a one day add-on symposium in the Forrestal Building on Thursday, June 7th from 9 am to 3 pm.  This one day event will discuss implementation of Executive Order 13423 and the direction for DOE, highlight the new goals, and hold an awards ceremony. 
For information and to confirm participation in the DOE meeting, call Beverly Whitehead, Tel. 202-586-6073, E-Mail Beverly.Whitehead@eh.doe.gov 
Implementation of EO13423 and DEAR/FAR Clauses Update – Richard Langston (DOE)

FAR Clauses 

Four FAR Cases are moving through the system. 

· 2004-32- Biobased products . Published as a proposed rule and will be published as a final soon.

· 2005-39-Recovered Materials. Clarifies requirements for purchase of EPA designated products with recovered materials in service and construction contracts. Proposed in the Federal Register May 3, 2007 with comments due July 2.  Consideration underway to add biobased and/or ENERGY STAR products to the rule.
· Case 2006-30-EPEAT. Spells out requirements for Federal purchase of EPEAT certified computer equipment.  Three councils are involved in the approval process and have approved.  Next step is publishing in the Federal Register.
· Case 2006-8-Energy Efficiency – Clarifies requirements of energy efficiency, in particular ENERGY STAR, in service contracts. Awaiting approval by the Office of the Federal Procurement Policy. 

Question:  Ralph Wrons (Sandia National Labs) asked that DOE sites be notified when each of the above cases are published as final.

Question:  Karin King (DOE Livermore Site Office) asked for a copy of the EPEAT case since it has yet to filter down to her through the system.

Executive Order 13423
Goals

The main purpose of Executive Order 13423 is to update the goals:

(a) improve energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gas emissions of the agency, through reduction of energy intensity by (i) 3 percent annually through the end of fiscal year 2015, or (ii) 30 percent by the end of fiscal year 2015, relative to the baseline of the agency's energy use in fiscal year 2003; 

(b) ensure that (i) at least half of the statutorily required renewable energy consumed by the agency in a fiscal year comes from new renewable sources, and (ii) to the extent feasible, the agency implements renewable energy generation projects on agency property for agency use; 

(c) beginning in FY 2008, reduce water consumption intensity, relative to the baseline of the agency's water consumption in fiscal year 2007, through life-cycle cost-effective measures by 2 percent annually through the end of fiscal year 2015 or 16 percent by the end of fiscal year 2015; 

(d) require in agency acquisitions of goods and services (i) use of sustainable environmental practices, including acquisition of biobased, environmentally preferable, energy-efficient, water-efficient, and recycled-content products, and (ii) use of paper of at least 30 percent post-consumer fiber content; 

(e) ensure that the agency (i) reduces the quantity of toxic and hazardous chemicals and materials acquired, used, or disposed of by the agency, (ii) increases diversion of solid waste as appropriate, and (iii) maintains cost-effective waste prevention and recycling programs in its facilities; 

f) ensure that (i) new construction and major renovation of agency buildings comply with the Guiding Principles for Federal Leadership in High Performance and Sustainable Buildings set forth in the Federal Leadership in High Performance and Sustainable Buildings Memorandum of Understanding (2006), and (ii) 15 percent of the existing Federal capital asset building inventory of the agency as of the end of fiscal year 2015 incorporates the sustainable practices in the Guiding Principles; 

(g) ensure that, if the agency operates a fleet of at least 20 motor vehicles, the agency, relative to agency baselines for fiscal year 2005, (i) reduces the fleet's total consumption of petroleum products by 2 percent annually through the end of fiscal year 2015, (ii) increases the total fuel consumption that is non-petroleum-based by 10 percent annually, and (iii) uses plug-in hybrid (PIH) vehicles when PIH vehicles are commercially available at a cost reasonably comparable, on the basis of life-cycle cost, to non-PIH vehicles; and 

(h) ensure that the agency (i) when acquiring an electronic product to meet its requirements, meets at least 95 percent of those requirements with an Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT)-registered electronic product, unless there is no EPEAT standard for such product, (ii) enables the Energy Star feature on agency computers and monitors, (iii) establishes and implements policies to extend the useful life of agency electronic equipment, and (iv) uses environmentally sound practices with respect to disposition of agency electronic equipment that has reached the end of its useful life.
Link to EO13423 (http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/01/20070124-2.html) and EO13423 Instructions (http://www.fedcenter.gov/_kd/Items/actions.cfm?action=Show&item_id=6825&destination=ShowItem)

Richard noted the Office of the Federal Procurement Policy is to issue implementation instructions by the end of June 2007, which would further clarify the instructions released March 29, 2007.
Transportation 
BJ Morris (NNSA Fleet Management) shared that the fleet goal for alternative fuels may be difficult to meet because of lack of infrastructure at the local level.  DOE sites can help fill this gap by working with their local fuel supplier, encouraging them to bring alternative fuels to the area.  Other obstacles in addition to lack of infrastructure are some alternative fuel vehicles require use of petroleum products, and some warranties may be in conflict with the alternative requirements.  For example, Cummins is the only company that will warrant anything over Biodiesel 5%.  All these are issues we need to work through.  
Karen-Edwards (United Soybean Board) said the United Soybean Board has information on complying with alternative fuel vehicle warranties at Biodiesel.org or sites can contact her directly at karen@kcegroup.com , Tel. 703-281-7600. 

Sustainable Buildings

Anne Crawley (DOE FEMP Sustainable Design Lead) noted that DOE Assistant Secretary Karsner is looking for DOE sites to meet the LEED gold standard in their construction projects.  EO13423 extends the already ongoing effort, which began with DOE and other Federal agencies signing the Memorandum of Understanding, Federal Leadership In High Performance And Sustainable Buildings, January 2006.  The Interagency Sustainability Working Group, lead by Matt Gray, is identifying what we need to do to meet the requirements in EO13423.  For instance, to meet the goal of having 15% of the existing “Federal capital asset building inventory” incorporate the sustainable practices in the “Guiding Principles for Federal Leadership in High Performance and Sustainable Buildings” by the end of fiscal year 2015 requires us to know how that inventory is defined and how many new buildings we have.  We have the opportunity to define that ourselves.  Anne said the Interagency Sustainable Working Group is looking for Federal facilities to help with the definition.
Biobased Products Toolkit Handbook – Jack Werner (New Uses Council, 202-547-0104) 
Link to http://www.hss.energy.gov/nuclearsafety/nsep/p2/epp/toolkit.html
The toolkit is a handbook that describes the designated categories of biobased products, legislation, procurement guidelines, product fact sheets, barriers, success stories, contacts, and the biorefinery concept.
Comment:  Ralph Wrons noted the telephone number given in the handbook for the Sandia National Laboratories contact, Sam McCord, should be 505-845-7935.  Ralph also said he would appreciate a teleconference focused on the information in the toolkit. 

Question:  Where do we find the specifications and warranty information for lubricants used in emergency generators?

Answer:  Sueanne Pfifferling (United Soybean Board) suggested anyone with such questions could call her for help at Tel. (202) 363-0334, E‑mail sueanne@pfifferling.com.
Biobased Products in Use at DOE and VA Sites 

Biobased Products website – Sandia NM (Ralph Wrons)  
Link to http://p2.sandia.gov/GP_Biobased.htm
Sandia National Laboratories have a biobased website that is updated every six months.  The website is a listing of biobased products that have been tried, implemented, or currently are being piloted at Sandia.  By the end of this year, Ralph hopes the site will include a cost analysis of biobased products.

Grounds Equipment: Biobased Lubricants – VA Fort Custer National Cemetery (Timothy Trittschuh)
In January of 2006, the Department of Veterans Affairs Fort Custer National Cemetery began to test biobased products, mostly those from Renewable Lubricants (www.renewablelube.com), after researching the products components to ensure the product was compatible with manufacturer specifications for the equipment in question.  Overall, the products have worked well, but there is an increase in up front cost.  That cost is made up whenever a leak occurs and the spill does not have to be disposed of as a hazardous material. The products in use at Fort Custer National Cemetery include:

· Bio two-cycle engine oil – used in 41 of their small engines (trimmers, blowers, packers, saws) with no engine failures and no reported change in performance
· Bio transhydraulic fluid - used in 7 of their larger pieces of equipment (John Deere 410D transaxle and reverser, differentials on Mustang material handler) with no failures or seal problems. One operator reported hydraulic controls felt smoother after running bio for a few months.
· Biohydrostatic fluid - used in hydraulic system in JCB 212s backhoe/loader, hydrostatic transmissions in 8 John Deere F1145, 955, & 4400 tractors, and in hydraulic and transmission systems in Komatsu FD20D forklift with no lubrication issues and no reported change in performance
· Bio 80W90 gear oil GL-4 – used in F1145, 955, and 410D MFWD axles, 5 mower deck gearboxes, 1 broadcaster gearbox, 5 Kawasaki mule transmissions, 1 dump truck rear axle, and various other drop cases and snow blower gearboxes with no failures or leakage problems
· Biosaw guide oil (bar & chain) – used in 2 Stihl 036 Pro, 1- 025, and 1 MS260 chainsaws with no reported problems or extra wear on bars and advantage of no petroleum based bar & chain oil introduced into environment
· B20 diesel – used in place of diesel.  In the winter, they use B5.  They also treat their biodiesel with the bio power winter and summer conditioners. In addition, they use an extra dose of anti-gel to guard against filter gel. So far this approach has worked well. They experienced one problem with a 1980 GM Heavy loader running a Detroit Diesel. About 4 months into using biodiesel the fuel pressure was declining. Filters were changed (bio fluids scour out old systems), but problem continued. Further investigation revealed rubber fuel hoses had swollen to a small diameter. These hoses were replaced with new ones and the problem disappeared.
· Biopenetrating aerosol lube - used on hinges, locks, bearings and anywhere a penetrating lube is needed, worked well, and replaced wd40
Question: Were biobased products used in new equipment only?
Answer: Tim - No, products are used mostly in older equipment, replacing a petroleum product.
Question: Will you continue to use these products?
Answer: Tim - Yes, we are also looking to include a solvent tank biobased product and cleaning products.
Question:  Does new EO change reporting requirements for biobased products?
Answer: Don Lentzen - RCRA reporting will continue as status quo.  Potential streamlining is expected in the future. 
Kami Lawry (Pacific Northwest National Laboratory) asked for the specific product info to be included in the minutes.

Karen Edwards said the United Soybean Board website (www.soybiobased.org) has a listing of the products used at the Fort Custer National Cemetery.
Next teleconference
· Date – July 26, 2007
· Other potential topics for the next teleconference.  Please share your ideas.  Some suggested so far are
· Green fleet products

· Biobased products

· Energy/water efficient products per EPAct 2005

· Cafeteria Products (dishware)

· Construction:  Paint and water free urinals

· EPP Training Template for Use by DOE Sites
· Other?
Adjourn

A few rules for successful teleconferencing:

· Because we only have a limited number of telephone lines available, all coordinators at one site should participate in the teleconference together on one telephone.

· Keep your phones on mute (if you are using a speakerphone) unless you are speaking.

· Announce your name and affiliation before speaking each time.

· All participants will be asked to introduce yourselves at the start of the teleconference and given the opportunity for comments and questions at the end of the teleconference.

SEVEN NEWLY DESIGNATED RECYCLED PRODUCTS
Begin Purchasing and Collecting Purchasing Data by May 1, 2005

· Blasting Grit

· Furniture - Office
· Pipe – Non-Pressure
· Racks - Bicycle
· Ramps – Modular Threshold
· Roofing Materials
· Vehicle Parts – Rebuilt
Web Info:  http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products.htm

SIX NEWLY DESIGNATED BIOBASED PRODUCTS
Begin Purchasing and Collecting Purchasing Data by March 16, 2007 except for those with asterisk, which will have later purchasing date
· Lubricants, penetrating – 68% biobased content by weight

· Diesel fuel additives – 90%

· Urethane roof coating/sealant – 20%

· Hydraulic fluids for mobile equipment (tractors, etc.) – 44%

· *Bedding, bed linens, towels (User Housing Facilities?) – 12%

· *Water tank coating/sealant – 59%

Web Info:  http://www.biobased.oce.usda.gov/public/index.cfm
SOURCES OF INFORMATION
DOE’s “Environmentally Preferable Products Program” website for access to the reporting site, annual report, teleconference agenda and minutes, and sources of helpful information
U.S. Department of Energy’s RCRA 6002/Executive Order 13101 home page

http://www.hss.energy.gov/NuclearSafety/NSEP/p2/epp/
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Executive Orders, Regulations, Guidelines
Office of the Federal Environmental Executive

www.ofee.gov
Buying Green
FedCenter

http://www.fedcenter.gov/programs/buygreen/

What Is Green Purchasing, Anyway?
Office of Personnel Management

www.golearn.gov (Free Catalog Section, then Legislatively Mandated...Topics)

GENERAL PRODUCT INFORMATION

Environmentally Preferable Products
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://yosemite1.epa.gov/oppt/eppstand2.nsf
Environmentally Preferable Products
U.S. Department of Energy

http://www.hss.energy.gov/NuclearSafety/NSEP/p2/epp/
Alternative Fuels and Vehicles
U.S. Department of Energy

http://www.eere.energy.gov/vehiclesandfuels/epact/federal/
Biobased Products
U.S. Department of Agriculture

http://www.biobased.oce.usda.gov/public/index.cfm
Construction

Whole Building Design Guide -- Technical Guidance for Implementing the

Guiding Principles for Federal Leadership in High Performance and

Sustainable Buildings Memorandum of Understanding 
http://www.wbdg.org/sustainablemou
The Federal Green Construction Guide for Specifiers with more than

60 model green construction spec sections
http://fedgreenspecs.wbdg.org
PRIVATE 
Energy/Water Efficient Productstc  \l 1 "Energy/Water Efficient Products"
Federal Energy Management Program

PRIVATE 
http://www.eere.energy.gov/femp/procurement/

PRIVATE 
Recycled Products and Supplierstc  \l 1 "Recycled Products and Suppliers"
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/index.htm
Materials Exchange Products
(especially chemicals, equipment, and hazardous materials) at other DOE facilities

Log on with user name (erhquser) and password (erhqdoe)

DOE Complex Wide Materials Exchange

http://wastenot.er.doe.gov/DOEmatex/index.html 
Substitutes for Ozone-Depleting Products
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/ozone/snap/lists/index.html
SPECIFIC PRODUCT CATEGORIES

Carpet

Contract Language and Standards/Guidelines
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Select “carpet” at http://yosemite.epa.gov/oppt/eppstand2.nsf/Pages/Search.html?Open
California Carpet Standard

http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/green/epp/standards.pdf

Recycled Content Specifications and Suppliers
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products/carpet.htm
Suppliers Meeting California Carpet Standard
http://www.green.ca.gov/EPP/carpets.htm
Cement/Concrete

Recycled Content Specifications and Suppliers
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products/cement.htm
Cleaning Products
Contract Language and Standards/Guidelinestc  \l 3 "Contract Language and Standards/Guidelines"
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Select “cleaning supplies” at http://yosemite.epa.gov/oppt/eppstand2.nsf/Pages/Search.html?Open
Suppliers
Green Seal GS-37 Industrial and Institutional Cleaners
http://www.greenseal.org/findaproduct/index.cfm#cleaners
Construction Materials and Products

Contract Language
U.S. Department of Energy

http://www.hss.energy.gov/nuclearsafety/nsep/p2/epp/epspecs.html , see “Construction Services”

Paint

Recycled Content Specifications and Suppliers

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products/paint.htm
Suppliers
Green Seal GS-11 Architectural Paints
http://www.greenseal.org/findaproduct/index.cfm#paints
Toner Cartridges

Recycled Content Specifications and Suppliers

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products/toner.htm

DOWNLOAD AND RUN BEES 3.0 SOFTWARE
BEES (Building for Environmental and Economic Sustainability) software helps designers, builders, and product manufacturers identify the environmental and economic performance of

building/construction products. Developed by the NIST (National Institute of Standards and Technology) Green Buildings Program with support from the U.S. EPA Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program and the HUD Partnership for Advancing Technology in Housing (PATH) the tool is based on consensus standards and designed to be practical, flexible, and transparent. 

Register for software at http://www.bfrl.nist.gov/oae/software/bees/registration.html (no cost involved):

· Fill out registration form

· Click submit
To install BEES 3.0d: 

· Download bees30dzip.exe, a 14.6 MB self-extracting file. (If prompted during the download, choose to save the file).

· From Windows Explorer, double click on bees30dzip.exe to start self- extraction process.

· When prompted, choose a folder to unzip the file to and click Unzip.

· Using Windows Explorer, go to the folder you specified in Step 3, double click on Setup.exe and follow the directions on the screen. You will need to choose a folder in which to install BEES 3.0d.  This folder must be different from the one you specified in Step 3.

To run BEES 3.0d:

· Select Start->Programs->BEES->BEES 3.0d OR
· Go to “My Computer” or wherever you can see all folders and files on your computer.  Do not try to open the BEES exe file from a software application, such as Word. 

· Go to where you stored the BEES files (probably in a folder labeled “BEES”)

· Open the BEES30d.exe file

· Go to “Analysis” at top of window

· Go to “Define Parameters”
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