U.S. Department of Energy

Quarterly Teleconference on Implementing

Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Requirements
January 26, 2006 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (EDT)

TOPICS

· Incorporating Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) in Your Site’s Environmental Management System
· Sample Tracking System for EPP

· Effect of Energy Policy Act of 2005 on DOE Product Purchases
· Results of Biobased Pilot of Fleet Products
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Welcome and DOE Nominations for the White House Closing the Circle Awards  - Don Lentzen (DOE-HQ Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Lead)

Despite problems with the database, DOE was able to submit 4 nominations for the White House Closing the Circle Green Purchasing Award along with DOE nominations for the other categories as well.  The Green Purchasing category this year was restricted to those with a biobased component in their Green Purchasing program and who had yet to win a Green Purchasing award for their biobased purchasing activities.  The DOE nominations of FY2005 activities for the White House Closing the Circle awards are:

DOE Green Purchasing Nominees

· Brookhaven National Laboratory – “Biobased Hydraulic Fluid Use at Brookhaven National Laboratory”

· Idaho National Laboratory – “Biobased Products and Alternative Fuels Research and Testing”

· Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory – “Biobased Product Purchasing”

· Sandia National Laboratories – “Comprehensive Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) Program”

DOE Alternative Fuel and Fuel Conservation in Transportation Nominees
· DOE-HQ (Idaho National Lab, Pantex Plant, Savannah River Site) – “Green Fleet Team, Petroleum Fuel Reduction through Alternative Fuels”

· Nevada Test Site – “Bechtel Nevada Fleet Fuel Efficiency”

DOE Environmental Management Systems Nominees
· Los Alamos National Laboratory – “Innovative Tools and Approaches for EMS Implementation at Los Alamos National Laboratory”

· National Renewable Energy Laboratory – “Sustainable NREL- An Innovative Approach to EMS”

DOE Recycling Nominees
· Fermilab – “E-Waste Management and Recycling at Fermilab”

· Kansas City Plant – “Industrial Wastewater Pretreatment Facility Sludge Recycling”

· Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory – “Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory Space Action Team Assets for Value”

· Oak Ridge National Laboratory – “Thinking Outside of the Recycle Bin at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory”

· Pantex Plant – “Transfer of Moratorium Hold Metals from Pantex to the Department of Defense”

· Savannah River Site – “Savannah River Site Lead (Pb) Recycle Program Restart”

· Savannah River Site – “Savannah Rivers Recycle Opportunities Expand”

· Y-12 National Security Complex – “Partnering at Y-12 through Y-12's Multi-organizational Reduce/Reuse/Recycle”

· Yucca Mountain Project – “Reusing and Recycling Electronic Equipment”

DOE Sustainable Design/Green Buildings Nominees
· Los Alamos National Laboratory – “Los Alamos National Laboratory Green Engineering Standards”

· Strategic Petroleum Reserve – “Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) Green Building Charrette Team FY 05”

DOE Waste/Pollution Prevention Nominees
· Chicago Operations Office – “Hydrogen Peroxide Paint Stripping”

· Fernald Closure Project – “New Radium Treatment Facility at Fernald Closure Site, Built with Used Equipment”

· Idaho National Laboratory – “Oil Bypass Filter Technology Research Project”

· Interagency Sustainability Working Group (DOE, DoD, EPA, GSA) – “Interagency Sustainability Working Group”

· Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory – “Replacement of SF-6 with Ultra-Zero Air in Site 300 Flash X-Ray Systems”

· Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory – “Particulate Capture and Water Recycling During Operations at the Site 300 Contained Firing Facility”

· Los Alamos National Laboratory – “Metal Molds for Plutonium Aliquot Production”

· Nevada Test Site – “Joint Actinide Shock Physics Experimental Research Project”

· Pacific Northwest National Laboratory – “PNNLStewardship: Conservation through Reuse”

· Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant – “X-622T Groundwater Treatment Facility Replacement Project”

· Sandia National Laboratories – “Dirt Road Dust Suppression”

· Sandia National Laboratories – “Creation of a Printer Supply Exchange”

· Savannah River Site – “Pollution Prevention in Savannah River Deactivation and Decommissioning Activities”

· Stanford Linear Accelerator Center – “Building Experimental Facilities with Reused Materials”

EPP in Environmental Management Systems – Holly Elwood (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency)

EPA’s Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Team developed a guidance document, "Integrating Green Purchasing into your Environmental Management System (EMS)," in response to requests from, and in partnership with the White House's Office of the Federal Environmental Executive (OFEE), EPA’s Federal Facilities Enforcement Office, Office of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Design for the Environment (DfE) Program, and several Federal facilities. 
· The document can be found at http://www.epa.gov/epp/pubs/ems.htm.  It is available for online viewing and is also available as a pdf file.  It is 70 pages in length but is easily navigated with links provided in the table of contents. 

· Contact Holly Elwood at elwood.holly@epa.gov or 202-564-8854.

Example of EPP in Environmental Management Systems – Michael Huff (Strategic Petroleum Reserve)

The Strategic Petroleum Reserve incorporated EPP corrosion resistant paint in its EMS  to help SPR meet the following goals:

· Generate no more than 539 lbs hazwaste/yr

· Purchase only from qualified products list (90% success)

· Corrosion resistant paint has historically been a large portion of the hazardous waste each year.  Epoxy paints were replaced with a siloxane based paint.  Paint thinner used to clean up equipment can be reused later to thin the paint, which means less hazardous waste generated.

· During the performance improvement process, paint teams evaluated best techniques.  The more environmental corrosion resistant paint arose from a paint team competition SPR held. 

· Contact Michael Huff at michael.huff@spr.doe.gov or 504-734-4816

Question (Tom McGeachen) – Do you use the new paints on Above Ground Storage tanks.

Answer – Yes

Question – Do you generate hazardous waste when you scrape it off?

Answer – We try to use paint with no lead or volatile organic compounds so we can preclude that problem.

Example Tracking System for EPP – Gabe Adams (Strategic Petroleum Reserve) 

The Strategic Petroleum Reserve uses SAP, a proprietary software, for SPR’s business software.  SPR discovered that SAP is most amenable to track SPR’s purchases of recycled content products because it can easily be adapted without major expense to identify the products to be reported—whether the attribute is recycled content or as will be the case in the future biobased content or any other attribute SPR decides to track in their product purchases.  SAP procurement data tracking tool

· Has a unique code assigned for each item to be tracked for epp reporting (presently only ap/recycled content reporting).  Because each product is already in the database, only a small amount of time is needed to assign the 2-digit code.
· Forces purchasers to fill in recycled content info of the products when they purchase the product if the product has a materials number.  All buyers require training on the system, but they require such training for all types of purchases not just green purchases.
· Collects data from Purchase Requests/Orders as well as credit card purchases but the credit card purchases presently do not automatically force input of recycled content information 
· QA of the input by purchasers is presently limited to those items purchased using a materials number.  An enhancement is being proposed to use a keyword screening of all items purchased against a list of keywords applicable to the designated items.  This would force users to answer AP questions if the keyword screening finds a match. 
· Accesses an Excel spreadsheet into which purchases not in SAP are input (petty cash, contracts, bench stock requiring hard copy)
· Feeds data into Access from which SPR compiles the report
· Contact Gabe Adams at gabriel.adams@spr.doe.gov or 504-734-4503
Question (Sandra Cannon) – How much IT staff interaction is necessary to generate reports?

Answer – When IT staff are needed, the cost is minimal since the effort is minimal.

Question – Is SAP a procurement or financial system?

Answer – It is both.

Additional Information from Michael Raizen:  Federal purchasers use STARS & STRIPES, which is an oracle based software. 

Effect of Energy Policy Act of 2005 on DOE Product Purchases – Joan Glickman (DOE-HQ Federal Energy Management Program) 

Congress passed the Energy Policy Act of 2005.  Section 104 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 amends NECPA section 553 to direct agencies to purchase ENERGY STAR® and FEMP designated products (http://www.eere.energy.gov/femp/technologies/eep_eerecommendations.cfm) when procuring energy-consuming products, except when it is not cost effective based on a life-cycle analysis or does not meet functional requirements of the agency.  The Defense Logistics Agency and the General Services Agency may only supply ENERGY STAR® or FEMP designated versions.
The Office of Management and Budget is developing an Energy Score Card.  To earn “green credits” with the score card, Federal agencies would have to provide evidence of the following elements:

· Fulfilling requirement for mandatory inclusion in contracts of energy efficient product and services 

· Fulfilling requirement for mandatory purchase of energy efficient products and services as defined by EPACT 2005 (ENERGY STAR® and FEMP designated products)

· Contact Joan Glickman at joan.glickman@ee.doe.gov or 202-586-5607
Question (Tom McGeachen) – Regarding the study for photovoltaics, can the tax credit go to the contractor/ vendor?

Answer – This is not resolved.  We have asked that tax credits can be applied to the vendor.

ENERGY STAR Walk Through of Products Affected by the Energy Policy Act – Kate Lewis (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency)

The ENERGY STAR® website (http://www.energystar.gov/) provides product information for a wide range of commercial and consumer energy efficient products as well as sample procurement language.  The website also offers

· Tools to aid in the calculation of savings to expect when using ENERGY STAR® products

· Online training and presentations to help you improve the energy performance of your organization.
· Contact Kate Lewis at lewis.kate@epa.gov or 202-343-9024

Alternative Fuels – Effect of Energy Policy Act – Helene Mattiello (DOE-HQ Fleet Manager)

The effect of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 is that Federal agencies must use alternative fuels.  The U.S. Department of Energy will be issuing specific guidance by the end of FY2006.  Of pertinence now is

· The due date for the Annual Report has been moved to February 15 instead of the previous December due date.

· DOE sites are only reporting 2% success at meeting alternative fuel requirement

· Contact Helene Mattiello at helene.mattiello@hq.doe.gov or 202-287-1593
Question (Arnie Edelman) – Will the report identify program progress?

Answer – No

Question – Is there a way to verify program progress?

Answer – Yes, either with access to FAST (the alternative fuel/vehicle reporting website) or from Helene Mattiello.

Additional Information from Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory – LLNL has approval to build an E85 station to fuel their 300 vehicles.  LLNL would like suggestions for potential vendors to send the Request for Proposal to.

Additional Information - The Federal Network for Sustainability, the West Coast Collaborative and

the Far West Regional Laboratory Consortium, through the Biodiesel Workgroup, recently launched the "Biodiesel Technical Reference Guide" (TRG). The TRG can be found on the FNS website at:

http://www.federalsustainability.org/initiatives/biodiesel.htm.  The "Biodiesel Wizard" provides a quick navigational tool. The Guide is meant to provide information for federal agencies who are interested in

biodiesel use, but need more details on how to purchase biodiesel and what other agencies have done to successfully use biodiesel in their operations.

Example Alternative Fuels Use & Results of Biobased Pilot of Fleet Products – John Kay (Idaho National Laboratory)

Idaho National Laboratory has been using alternative fuels since 1994.  INL used to run propane vehicles but the ambient temperatures were too low.  INL then moved to natural gas.  The site currently has 232 alternative fuel vehicles with 79 buses running on biodiesel and 59 light-duty vehicles running on E85 derived from corn, a 15,000 biodiesel tank underground with a 10,000 biodiesel tank above ground coming soon.  Key findings so far concerning biobased products being tested by the INL fleet are:

· Biodiesel gels at a higher temperature than petroleum diesel.  In the winter, INL compensates for low ambient temperatures by using B10, for instance, instead of B20 and blending with a base petroleum diesel with a very low cloud point (-28F).

· Enviro-Logic penetrating lubricant, which is similar to WD-40, is performing well but it is too soon to draw long-term conclusion.

· Gemtech glass cleaner shows it requires less wiping to clean the windows and is well accepted by drivers and mechanics.

· SafeCare aircraft/ metal cleaner works well for polishing aluminum wheels but not as well as a cleaner with an abrasive material in it.  

· SafeLube bar and chain oil is still being evaluated.

· Contact John Kay at john.kay@inl.gov or 208-526-6110
Question (Keith at Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory) – What are the gel levels?

Answer – Palm oil based biodiesel clouds at 60F.  Soyoil based biodiesel clouds at 32F.

Update from the Office of the Federal Environmental Executive – Dana Arnold

Update on biobased products:

· The U.S. Department of Agriculture is preparing its final designation of the first batch of biobased products and will send OFEE the list of the second batch of proposed products prior to proposing them.  OFEE will share the pre-proposed product list  with Federal agencies, requesting them to share technical feedback on the pre-proposed products.

· The biobased FAR case is complete, pending resolution of the “domestic material” issue.

· The requirement for “domestic” biobased material in the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act violates NAFTA and other free trade agreements.  USDA and the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative are discussing language for the biobased products designation rule which will implement both FSRIA and our trade obligations.

Update on recycled products:  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is preparing to issue the next set of designated recycled content products, which should include nylon carpet.

Update on green buildings:  OFEE hosted the White House Summit on Green Buildings at which a Memorandum of Understanding was signed by the U.S. Department of Energy and many other Federal agencies, committing to Federal leadership in the design, construction, and operation of High-Performance and Sustainable Buildings (http://www.fedcenter.gov/_kd/Items/actions.cfm?action=Show&item_id=4154&destination=ShowItem). 

Question (John Harley at Savannah River Site) – Is there one location we can point our Procurement and Contracts staff to that succinctly shows what our purchasing requirements are for all required products:  biobased/recycled content, energy/water efficient, alternative fuels/vehicles, and non-ozone depleting substances?

Answer – At ofee.gov, we have a portal to all such information but do not have a succinct overview of the requirements.  Each program has a list of products.  EPA has a database (http://www.epa.gov/oppt/epp/database.htm) with template information for contracts.  The database covers products with all types of environmental attributes, not just those specified by Congress for purchase by Federal agencies.  The U.S. Department of Energy has an overview of the products designated for purchase with recycled content (http://www.eh.doe.gov/p2/epp/library/ap-specs-vendor.pdf).

Question (Karen King at DOE Livermore Site Office) – Is the Memorandum of Understanding available on the web?

Answer – It will be posted on the FedCenter website, which is becoming the repository for all Green Purchasing information
Next teleconference
· Date – April 27, 2006

· Other potential topics for the next teleconference.  Please share your ideas.  Some suggested so far are

· Non-ozone depleting substances

· Electronic office equipment purchasing standard (EPEAT)

· Contract Language for Office Supplies

· General 

· 100% post-consumer copy paper – Purchase and Recycling 

· Biobased carpet and dishware

· Federal Sustainable Buildings Memorandum of Understanding

· Life cycle comparisons of products with seeming conflicting environmental qualities, such as recycled and zero VOC paint, solid plastic recycled and chipboard clipboards

12:30
Adjourn

A few rules for successful teleconferencing:

· Because we only have a limited number of telephone lines available, all coordinators at one site should participate in the teleconference together on one telephone.

· Keep your phones on mute (if you are using a speakerphone) unless you are speaking.

· Announce your name and affiliation before speaking each time.

· All participants will be asked to introduce yourselves at the start of the teleconference and given the opportunity for comments and questions at the end of the teleconference.

SEVEN NEWLY DESIGNATED RECYCLED PRODUCTS
Begin Purchasing and Collecting Purchasing Data by May 1, 2005

· Blasting Grit

· Furniture - Office
· Pipe – Non-Pressure
· Racks - Bicycle
· Ramps – Modular Threshold
· Roofing Materials
· Vehicle Parts – Rebuilt
Web Info:  http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products.htm

SIX NEWLY PROPOSED BIOBASED PRODUCTS
Submit comments to fb4p@oce.usda.gov, including RIN number 0503-AA26 and ``Proposed Designation of Items'' on the subject line before September 6, 2005
· Lubricants, penetrating – 71% biobased content by weight

· Diesel fuel additives – 93%

· Urethane roof coating/sealant – 62%

· Hydraulic fluids for mobile equipment (tractors, etc.) – 24%

· Bedding, bed linens, towels (User Housing Facilities?) – 18%

· Water tank coating/sealant – 62%

Web Info:  http://www.regulations.gov/freddocs/05-12978.htm
SOURCES OF INFORMATION
DOE’s “Environmentally Preferable Products Program” website for access to the reporting site, annual report, teleconference agenda and minutes, and sources of helpful information
U.S. Department of Energy’s RCRA 6002/Executive Order 13101 home page

http://www.eh.doe.gov/P2/epp/
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Executive Orders, Regulations, Guidelines
Office of the Federal Environmental Executive

www.ofee.gov
Buying Green
FedCenter

http://www.fedcenter.gov/programs/buygreen/

What Is Green Purchasing, Anyway?
Office of Personnel Management

www.golearn.gov (Free Catalog Section, then Legislatively Mandated...Topics)

GENERAL PRODUCT INFORMATION

Environmentally Preferable Products
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/oppt/epp/database.htm
Environmentally Preferable Products
U.S. Department of Energy

http://www.eh.doe.gov/P2/epp/

Alternative Fuels and Vehicles
U.S. Department of Energy

http://www.eere.energy.gov/vehiclesandfuels/epact/federal/
Biobased Products
U.S. Department of Agriculture

http://www.biobased.oce.usda.gov/public/index.cfm
PRIVATE 
Energy/Water Efficient Productstc  \l 1 "Energy/Water Efficient Products"
Federal Energy Management Program

PRIVATE 
http://www.eere.energy.gov/femp/technologies/eeproducts.cfmtc  \l 1 "http\://www.eere.energy.gov/femp/technologies/eeproducts.cfm"
PRIVATE 
Recycled Products and Supplierstc  \l 1 "Recycled Products and Suppliers"
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/index.htm
Materials Exchange Products
(especially chemicals, equipment, and hazardous materials) at other DOE facilities

Log on with user name (erhquser) and password (erhqdoe)

DOE Complex Wide Materials Exchange

http://wastenot.er.doe.gov/DOEmatex/index.html 
Substitutes for Ozone-Depleting Products
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/ozone/snap/lists/index.html
SPECIFIC PRODUCT CATEGORIES

Carpet

Contract Language and Standards/Guidelines
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Select “carpet” at http://yosemite.epa.gov/oppt/eppstand2.nsf/Pages/Search.html?Open
Recycled Content Specifications and Suppliers
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products/carpet.htm
Suppliers
Green Seal “Choose Green Report:  Carpet”

http://www.greenseal.org/cgrs/Carpet_CGR.pdf
Cement/Concrete

Recycled Content Specifications and Suppliers
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products/cement.htm
Cleaning Products
Contract Language and Standards/Guidelinestc  \l 3 "Contract Language and Standards/Guidelines"
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Select “concrete” at http://yosemite.epa.gov/oppt/eppstand2.nsf/Pages/Search.html?Open
Suppliers
Green Seal “Choose Green Report:  Industrial and Institutional Cleaners”

http://www.greenseal.org/cgrs/CGR_I&I_cleaners.pdf
Construction Materials and Products

Contract Language
U.S. Department of Energy

http://www.pnl.gov/doesustainabledesign/ , see “Letters of Intent, Construction Contracts”

Paint

Recycled Content Specifications and Suppliers

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products/paint.htm
Suppliers
Green Seal “Choose Green Report:  Architectural Paints”

http://www.greenseal.org/cgrs/CGR_Paints.pdf
Toner Cartridges

Recycled Content Specifications and Suppliers

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products/toner.htm

DOWNLOAD AND RUN BEES 3.0 SOFTWARE
Register for software at http://www.bfrl.nist.gov/oae/software/bees/registration.html (no cost involved):

· Fill out registration form

· Click submit
To install BEES 3.0d: 

· Download bees30dzip.exe, a 14.6 MB self-extracting file. (If prompted during the download, choose to save the file).

· From Windows Explorer, double click on bees30dzip.exe to start self- extraction process.

· When prompted, choose a folder to unzip the file to and click Unzip.

· Using Windows Explorer, go to the folder you specified in Step 3, double click on Setup.exe and follow the directions on the screen. You will need to choose a folder in which to install BEES 3.0d.  This folder must be different from the one you specified in Step 3.

To run BEES 3.0d:

· Select Start->Programs->BEES->BEES 3.0d OR
· Go to “My Computer” or wherever you can see all folders and files on your computer.  Do not try to open the BEES exe file from a software application, such as Word. 

· Go to where you stored the BEES files (probably in a folder labeled “BEES”)

· Open the BEES30d.exe file

· Go to “Analysis” at top of window

· Go to “Define Parameters”
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