November 2006 P2 Conference Call

16 November 2006

1.  BNL National Partnership for Environmental Performance/ National Environmental Performance Track – Bob Lee, 631 344 3148, blee@bnl.gov  
Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL) applied for membership in the National Partnership for Environmental Performance (NPEP) and the National Environmental Performance Track (PTrack) in July 2004 and was accepted in both programs in August of that year. 

PTrack membership required that BNL have a strong EMS, document improved environmental performance, and establish four 3-year commitments. BNL demonstrated that it had reduced water consumption by more than 700 million gallons per year since 1995 and hazardous waste generation by more than 80% since 1994. 
BNL’s commitments were to recover and restore land, reduce use of mercury and ODS (ozone depleting substances), and reduce radioactive air emissions. By recovering areas resulting from building demolition, implementing prescribed burns in order to restore forest areas, and establishing no-mow areas, BNL actually exceeded its goal to recover or restore a total of 30 acres to native vegetation – it restored 41 acres. Because the Lab’s base inventory of mercury was smaller than expected, it was not able to achieve its goal of an 80% reduction in its onsite inventory.  However, BNL did reduce that inventory by 40%.  
The Lab achieved its goal to reduce its on-site inventory of ODS by 30 tons (CFC-11 equivalent) – and did so earlier than expected.  As of December 2005 BNL had removed or replaced 32.5 tons of CFC-11 equivalent refrigerants. The Lab also exceeded its goal to reduce radiological emissions from the Brookhaven Linac Isotope Producer (BLIP) by 28%. By installing a Lucite enclosure to minimize evaporative losses of target cooling water, the Lab reduced emissions ranging from 29 to 35%.
NPEP membership required that BNL make two commitments to reduce generation of priority pollutant wastes; it chose to reduce the generation of mercury bearing wastes by 25% and the Lab inventory of PCBs by 50%.  BNL actually reduced its generation of mercury bearing wastes from 600 pounds in 2004 to 100 pounds in 2005 – an 80% reduction – and it achieved a 90% reduction in its PCB inventory.
In addition to making significant progress in environmental protection, BNL benefited through the recognition it received from federal and state regulators.
2.  P2 Data Call – Josh Silverman, 202 586 6535 josh.silverman@eh.doe.gov
As of mid-November, 38 of 45 sites had started to use the P2 Performance Database.  PSOs will receive weekly updates of sites’ progress in responding to the P2 data call. Reports of system glitches and opportunities for improvement are welcome – please report them so glitches can be fixed and opportunities implemented.

3.  Federal Electronics Challenge (FEC) – Jeff Eagan, 202 586-4598 Jeff.Eagan@hq.doe.gov
FEC updates are as follows:

· The FEC Electronic Reuse and Recycling Campaign started on 15 November 2006 and ends on 15 March 2007. In last year’s competition, DOE was responsible for 20 – 25% of the electronics recycled by the federal government. Other points to consider:

-  easy registration for the Campaign is available at 
http://www.federalelectronicschallenge.net/ ,

- documentation is simplified, and 


- internal reuse is counted toward Campaign totals.

· The deadline for the FEC awards is 31 January 2007 for activities conducted in calendar year 2006.  Jeff offered his assistance in completing the award nomination forms which are available at http://www.federalelectronicschallenge.net/recognition.htm 
· The DOE Chief Information Officer (CIO) is requiring purchase of EPEAT-certified laptops and desktops.

· Contact Jeff with any questions or problems arising from the 12 September 2006 memorandum from the CIO’s that bans the sale, donation, or transfer of hard disk drives or other magnetic computer storage media or device to an off-site contractor or other organization for disposal. 
4.  Security/Environment Interface; EMS Reporting Process – Steve Woodbury, 202 586 4371, Steven.Woodbury@eh.doe.gov
An issue raised at a recent EFCOG meeting was the interface of security and environment issues. Paper shredding is a P2 example of the problems that can arise from that interface: classified documents must be powder shredded but paper recyclers do not accept the shredded product for recycling. Contact Steve with information on this or other issues arising from the security-environment interface.
The FedCenter website is being prepared to allow sites to enter their EMS data.  EMS reporting is due by the end of December 2006.   
5. Pantex Moratorium Pilot Project Update  – Carl Sykes, 301-903-7399, carl.sykes@nnsa.doe.gov)
After a few details of the Pantex pilot protocol for releasing uncontaminated scrap metal are resolved Pantex will begin recycling their clean scrap.  Several general aspects of the protocol may have applicability to any subsequent protocols developed by other sites but technical issues regarding release and recycle will need to be site-specific.
6. Developments Regarding Scrap Metal Suspension, Gus Vazquez, 202-586-7629, (Gustavo.Vazquez@hq.doe.gov)
A recommendation from the April 6, 2006 memorandum from the Secretary on the release of uncontaminated scrap metal was that EM should conduct an internal scrap metal policy review to develop a path forward for the disposition of contaminated metals. EM’s present focus in that regard is contaminated nickel.
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