DOE Environmental Sustainability Network (ESN)

March 2008 Conference Call

20 March 2008
1.  DOE Order 450.1A  Update  – Josh Silverman, 202 586 6535, josh.silverman@eh.doe.gov
The 2-week RevCom review and concurrence period ends on Monday, 24 March.  Several concurrences have already been received.  The Office of the General Council (GC) has non-concurred on several minor points and has suggested alternative language which will be accepted and integrated into the order.  After all concurrences have been obtained, the revised order will be routed to GC again via the Office of Management (MA) before it receives final approval. 
2.  Spent Smoke Detector Disposition – John Harley, 803 557 6332, john.harley@srs.gov
The Savannah River Site is experiencing difficulty in finding recyclers who will agree to sign contracts to recycle spent smoke detectors.  All recyclers contacted to date refuse to agree to the contract terms that the site’s general counsel requires – the export control provision is one of the objectionable terms.  In response to a survey of disposition methods for spent smoke detectors, 7 sites dispose, 5 recycle, and 4 return the detectors to the manufacturer.

3. Green Purchasing Training Seminar – Don Lentzen, 202 586 7428 don.lentzen@hq.doe.gov
The Green Purchasing Training Seminar conducted by Richard Langston will be offered once again via a conference call on Monday, 24 March, at 11:00 a.m. (EDT).  The call in number is 301 903 9196.  
4.  Electronic Stewardship Updates – Jeff Eagan, 202 586 4598, Jeff.Eagan@hq.doe.gov 

Opportunities still exist for sites to make brief presentations on their electronic stewardship programs at the OFEE 2008 East and West Environmental Symposia.  The presentations will be part of a larger DOE presentation that highlights site activities.  Please contact Jeff for more information.
FEC award recipients have received an environmental compliance questionnaire which is part of the awards process.  Contact Jeff for any assistance in completing the questionnaire.
The Pollution Prevention Tracking and Reporting System (PPTRS) data are being reviewed to identify opportunities for strengthening procurement and disposal of electronic equipment.  The opportunities might be site-specific or they may have applicability across several sites.  An example of one opportunity which is on the horizon:  electronics reporting will move from reporting by weight to reporting by number of monitors, lap tops, and desk tops.
During a discussion on solid ink printers, the point was made that these printers are not Energy Star qualified yet procurement requires such rating.  EPEAT will soon be reviewing imaging equipment and that review may lead to allowing the purchase of solid ink printers.
In response to a query regarding the existence of lines of inquiry or a Criteria Review and Approach Document (CRAD) to evaluate recyclers, Jeff mentioned that EPA will be issuing voluntary standards for certification of recyclers.  Those standards might be available this summer. Two sites observed that electronic recycling is not done due to concerns regarding the possible release of classified material. 

Please send Beverly Whitehead any guidelines or considerations in use now to evaluate possible recyclers.
5.  OFEE 2008 East and West Environmental Symposia – Beverly Whitehead, 202 586 6073, Beverly.Whitehead@hq.doe.gov
Registration via FedCenter is now open for the West Symposium; registration for the East Symposium will open in early April.
During the East Symposium (June 2-4) at the NIH in Bethesda, MD, a tour of the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) Headquarters is scheduled for Tuesday, 3 June.  The interior of the USGBC suite is LEED Platinum.  The tour is open to 20 people; an additional tour could be arranged if there is sufficient interest.  For more information on the tour, please contact Thomas McGeachen at (609) 915-6393 or e:mail him at tmcgeachen@pppl.gov .
6.  DOE Environmental Sustainability Session – Beverly Whitehead, 202 586 6073, Beverly.Whitehead@hq.doe.gov
The DOE Environmental Sustainability Session is scheduled for 9 AM to 1 PM on Thursday, 5 June; it will be held at Forrestal.  Three topics are planned: Integration of IMS and EMS; EMS Implementation, and DOE Order 450.1A.  Also, there will be a ceremony for the P2 Star Awards winners.
7.  Toxic Reduction Reporting – Josh Silverman, 202 586 6535, josh.silverman@eh.doe.gov
The effort to develop a process for tracking performance and progress in reducing the use of toxic and hazardous chemicals and materials is continuing.  The P2 site profile reporting will be modified to accommodate the new goals established in DOE O 450.1A.  The objective of the modification is to obtain a better understanding of the types of activities, programs, and products that are being used to reduce the use of these materials and chemicals and then share that information as lessons learned.
Note:  The next ESN conference call is scheduled for 17 April 2008.  Please contact Bev Whitehead, 202 586 6073, Beverly.Whitehead@hq.doe.gov regarding any issues or areas you would like to see raised during the call.  I am particularly interested in featuring what you have planned for Earth Day observances.
Happy Easter!!
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