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June 22, 2009

The Honorable Steven Chu
Secretary of Encrgy

U. S. Department of Energy
1000 Indepcndence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20585-1000

Dear Scceretary Chu,

The Defense Nuclear Facilitics Safety Board (Board) is pleased to enclosc a copy of our
Quarterly Report to Congress on the Status of Significant Unresolved Issues with the Department
of Energy’s Design and Construction Projects (dated June 22, 2009). In the Conference Report
accompanying the FY 2007 National Dcefensc Authorization Act, the conferees directed the
Board to pravide quarterly reports until thc Department of Energy (DOE) and the Board submit a
joint report “on their efforts to improve the timeliness of issuc resolution, including
recommendations, il any, for legislation that would strengthen and improve technical oversight
aof the Department's nuclear design and operational activities." The joint report was submitted 1o
the congressional defense commiitees on July 19, 2007, While the conferees did not require the
Board to continue providing quarterly rcports, the Board believes Lhese reports provide un
appropriate means to keep all partics appriscd of the Board's concemns with new designs for DOE
defense nuclear facilities. The Board has reccived encouraging feedback from Congress. As
such, the Board intends to continuc issuing quartcrly reports to Congress and DOE.

Sincercly,

el sppntlogre

A.J. Eggenberger
Chainman '

I Enclosure: as stated



http://www.hss.doe.gov/deprep/2009/AttachedFile/fb09U22a_att.pdf

