[DOE LETTERHEAD]

October 18, 2004
The Honorable John T. Conway

Chairman

Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board

625 Indiana Avenue, NW, Suite 700

Washington, DC 20004

Dear Mr. Chairman:

In a letter to you dated April 12, 2004, then former Assistant Secretary confirmed the completion of our commitment to issue revised reporting requirements and also related our plans to reevaluate fire safety performance measures and reporting methodology.  My predecessor stated that the DOE Fire Safety Committee would evaluate the need to develop a limited set of such measures and would provide its recommendations in September, at which time we would report back to you.  The enclosure provides the Department’s current assessment on fire safety performance metrics.
The Department remains committed to developing an effective set of fire safety performance measures and reporting requirements.  The DOE Fire Safety Committee has established a subcommittee composed of experienced fire protection engineers and fire chiefs to conduct a detailed evaluation of the Department’s fire safety reporting requirements and provides formal recommendations on necessary improvements.  The subcommittee has held two meetings with the goal defining a meaningful set of performance indicators and a cost-effective method for collecting the data.  Finalizing these recommendations will require more time than originally anticipated.  I expect a final recommendation and decision by March 2005.
To keep the Board informed on this issue, I would like to propose that my staff and members of the subcommittee provide periodic status briefings to your staff.  The first briefing would be within 30 days and subsequent briefings would take place twice a month until all actions on this matter are complete.  If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 586-6151, or members of your staff can contact Mr. Frank Russo at (301) 903-8008.
Sincerely,

John Spitaleri Shaw

Acting Assistant Secretary

Environment, Safety and Health
Enclosure
