Memorandum of the Sixth Meeting
of the Executive Committee (EC) of
the Joint Coordinating Committee for Radiation Effects Research (JCCRER)
February 12, 1997

The U.S. and Russian joint EC of the JCCRER met on February 12, 1997, at the National
Academy of Sciences, Washington, DC. The objectives of the meeting were to:

Determine the status of action items from the October 1996 Meeting;
Review and determine course of action concerning ideas discussed on February 9-11, 1997,

and
Discuss April 1997 JCCRER Meeting.

Participants of the meeting included:

U.S. EC Members: Russian EC Members:
Mr. Frank Hawkins (Co-Chair), DOE Dr. Leonid Bolshov (Co-Chair), IBRAE
Dr. John Ainsworth, AFRRI Dr. Lubov Anissimova, EMERCOM

Mr. Joel Lubenau for Dr. Shlomo Yaniv, NRC  Dr. Mikhail Kisselev, MINZDRAV
Dr. Alexandr Panfilov, MINATOM

Observers:

Dr. Mohandas Bhat, DOE Dr. Jerry Puskin, EPA
Mr. Barrett Fountos, DOE Col. Glen Reeves, AFRRI
Dr. Andre Koptelov, IBRAE Ms. Libby White, DOE
Dr. Oleg Pavlovski, Russian SRG Coordinator  Ms. Joy Wilson, DOE
Opening/Welcome:

Mr. Hawkins opened the meeting at 9:00 a.m. and asked all attendees to introduce themselves.

He announced the departure of Ms. Cherie Gianino and the appointment of Ms. White as new
DOE JCCRER Program Manager. He commended Ms. Gianino's efforts on the project and
stated that the work she has performed in support of the project is appreciated and that she will be
missed.

Mr. Hawkins welcomed Dr. Jerry Puskin, of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and
announced that EPA has agreed to join the JCCRER and may contribute funds for the FY 1997

work.

Dr. Ainsworth asked that EC members consider making other agencies, such as the International
Science and Technology Center, aware of the JCCRER. He stated that he plans to organize a
meeting of agencies having interest in the subject and developing an agenda.

Mr. Hawkins suggested that the EC meet more frequently, such as through teleconferencing or
videoconferencing for monthly meetings. Both US and Russian EC members responded
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favorably. Mr. Hawkins suggested that one goal could be to get this capability at all the Russian
institutes involved in JCCRER.

Status of Action Items from October 1996 Meeting (incorporating any changes or additions
due to February 9-11, 1997 meetings) of the Joint JCCRER:

A

Budgetary guidelines for administration of funds for activities under the
Agreement (DOE to complete draft by April 1, 1997)

Summary of results of the joint workshop on Response to Radiation Accidents held on
November 12-14. 1996.

Col. Reeves summarized the workshop and stated that a written summary was in the
process of being edited. (AFRRI to complete by April 24, 1997)

Recommendations regarding further workshops, exercises or other projects under
Direction 3.

Col. Reeves reported that an encyclopedia concerning accidents at Chernobyl and
southern Urals and the effects of fallout at Altai had been recommended and that
AFRRI was beginning to work with IBRAE on this effort. After several questions on
purpose and scope of the effort by EC members, Mr. Hawkins suggested that more
information be shared so that the EC can have a more meaningful discussion at the next
meeting. (Russian EC members to work with AFRRI to develop a plan to share with
EC members at April 24, 1997 meeting.)

Action plan for implementation of a "no-tax" policy.

Dr. Bolshov stated that social security and pension fund taxes are withheld from
salaries. He committed to work with Libby White to investigate the possibilities and
mechanisms which would reduce taxes on U.S. funds. (update to be provided to EC
members by April 24, 1997 meeting.)

Clarification of funding mechanism(s), and protocols, for the transfer of funds to
participating Russian institutions.

Mr. Hawkins stated that DOE has initiated a process to find new mechanisms through
which to transfer funds to the Russian institutes. He stated that there was a meeting
later that day at the Department of State (DOS) to discuss the feasibility of using the
International Science and Technology Center (ISTC), which appeared to be a very
promising alternative, and that, based on the results of the meeting, he might propose to
Dr. Kisselev that ISTC be used to transfer funds to FIB-1. He provided an information
package to U.S. and Russian EC members interested in the ITSC and committed to
keep Russian and American EC members apprised as he learned more about the ISTC.



Mr. Lubenau asked that the EC maintain flexibility in any interaction with DOS so that
NRC can explore mechanisms as well. (DOE to provide update to EC members by
April 24, 1997 meeting)

F. Comprehensive list of U.S. and Russian organizations taking part in the Agreement.

Dr. Bhat distributed a draft list to EC members. He asked that EC members make
corrections and send them back by facsimile. (DOE to provide revised version to EC
members by April 24, 1997 meeting.)

G. Path forward for public involvement activities.

Mr. Hawkins designated Dr. Bhat as the lead on the American side for the Public
Involvement initiative and asked him to work closely with Dr. Annissimova, the
Russian lead. Dr. Anissimova suggested including other areas of Russia in the public
involvement work. Mr. Hawkins concurred with the general idea and suggested
completing a plan before the next JCCRER meeting, as well as a charter, and selecting
Russian and American members. (DOE and EMERCOM to share recommended path
Sforward with EC members by April 24, 1997 meeting)

H. Environmental Dose Reconstruction Workshop.

The scheduling and planning for this workshop was tabled due to previous discussions.
It was decided that a workshop would be tentatively held in one year.

[. Initiation of project funding.

This task was reassigned to Ms. White. Mr. Hawkins stated that he had just signed a
project arrangement with IBRAE for administrative support and that EH-63 would
begin funding IBRAE within the next few weeks. (DOFE to provide copies of project
arrangements to EC members by April 24, 1997 meeting.)

J. Agreement on Access to Data.

In response to concerns from some EC members about data sensitivity, Dr. Bolshov
stated that participating researchers will have access to all necessary data on the
projects with which they are involved. Mr. Lubenau stated that this issue needed
further discussion and closure because access to primary data is essential for conduct of
projects such as 2.3. He emphasized that access to primary data with appropriate
safeguards for privacy and proprietary information should be documented in an
agreement. He pointed out that at the fifth EC meeting the Russian side agreed to
circulate a draft statement for this purpose (attachment III to the memorandum of
meeting) with the intent that the co-chairs reach the final agreement within 60 days.



(Agreement to discuss further at April 24, 1997 EC meeting.)

K. Data Preservation.

Mr. Hawkins reported that the meeting on February 11 at the National Archives
concerning data preservation techniques went well and that the data preservation
project is moving forward. He stated that a DOE team, with microfilming experts,
hopes to visit and begin microfilming at MAY AK in late May or early June.

Agenda for April 24-25, 1997 Meeting:

Ms. White discussed the contents of a rough agenda for the next JCCRER meeting. Dr. Panfilov
proposed that EC members review the agenda and send comments to Ms. White.

New Items Stemming from February 9-12, 1997 Meetings:

A. Mr. Hawkins stated that a DOE will try to budget for and support a joint U.S-Russian
SRG meeting in Chelyabinsk in the Spring of 1998.

B. Dr. Anissimova agreed to take the lead in determining a name for the new project,
Project 1.3, which involves determining the source term for the Techa River
contamination. Dr. Puskin queried about whether, although most of the research to
date has involved epidemiology and dose reconstruction, it would be possible to expand
Project 1.3 to include the determination of the transport of radioactive contaminants
through soil. Dr. Panfilov stated that he thought a pilot project could be expanded to
include such work. Mr. Hawkins suggested that the Russian scientists keep
Dr. Puskin's comments in mind when preparing the proposal. EPA, the likely funding
agency, agreed to name a principal investigator for the project within the next several
weeks.

C. Mr. Hawkins informed EC members of his intent to meet with Russian EC members
and institute heads in a series of working level funding and administrative meetings in
Moscow between March 31 and April 4, 1997. He extended an invitation to other US
EC members to accompany him.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

Signed on this 3/ day of March, 1997. f !
Mr. Frank Hawkins, American EC-

Dr. Leonid Bolshov, Russian EC
Co-Chair Co-Chair




