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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240
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Dear iir. Zwick:
You will recall that on Aucust 12, 1755, the Prosident announced
that the people of bikinil can he recturned to their homz atolil.
This announcement followed a determination that tie main islands
of the atoll are safe for continuous numan habitation and that the
security requircments of the nction vwill permit the restoration of
the atoll to the Dikinians. At the tino of tuc anuounceoncat, the
President requested the Secrctory of Defease, the Cazirhan of the
Atomic Luergy Commission and tac Director of tiie Burcau of tae Budget
to coopcrate and assist us in developing ond putting Into effect a
redevelopunent program.

As a2 Zirst step In that effori. this Iopartmout and ¢he Hign Coa-
niss’oacr of the Trust Territory or~anized a survey trip to Liilal,
t.e survey party pelnn composa. of representatives of the Likial people,
vieafl naabers of the Trust Terusitory Jovernment, and renre entativcs of
the Jtonle Energy Conmission, ti.2 Lofcace Department and tiis [opartnent
of the Interior. This visit, ualertuion within two wi.2ks of t..c Prosi-
ont's announcement, was intc.dcd to lay tue foundation for a re-scttle-
sont program for Bikini,

.

s>llowving the completion of th: visit to Sikinil, we Lave turaczd to
uLa,-th a prograi looking toward tuc ecrliest poscible recurn of tic
.Akinions. Represcentatives oI the atcwmie Znergy Corric.ionm vy pro-
arcl che estimates for the roucval of testins dewris, radicoctiive
watcsisls, and the clearine of vcgcta“icq preparatory to resic cin //
tie lclands to productive crons. The Trust Territery Govermannl av
narcsiael of tiails Departmeat uave turned to the developneat ui a ro

sttizent prosram designed to ni2et thie fresideat’s criceria of a re.s and
‘odul comnuaity on Bikini.

'y

T an plecased to forward to you for y:.r consileration the cu.llaed ¥ ults
of t.: work to date, a pro~rar ol rocovelopzeat of Sitdni fow d.e .. it

cix vogrs which regrcouut our -Bust cuvreond outimate of the cost ol
meeting tue obligation of tue aited States to provide for a viabloa
com .:asty and the specdicct po.sibice rewocation of the paople. The
2stanate calls for the expendituce of approximately $3,000,00J, mos:
of wiilch falls in the first tuvo years of the program for the inltial
cleanup and construction phases of tie project.
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o belleve it 215 iusOLL*"t rﬁat stens be talnn to bosin tha prorTam
At an carly date. We owe tha veonla of 3¢“1ut notuing less; wo oue
the Amcvican Peopla o thave aoumad en own.oiLiu/ for the Trusg
Toerrdtory nothins less, donvover, alsl ﬁugi ¢ Involved arencics of

taa Federal Covernmcat and e Trunt T:rritrry uuvo Laea for s
tine worxing Lo“u.u the uwltimals retuwa o7 2 nX neonls, Loth
the tindin~ of the deteruwinaticn that rotupn wes poucihle, aul the
subse. ueng nhouhccacnt by thu PreslJdont vere such that it hzs ot
“i.hcr~o been nossible to fneciuda funds for Dikini in any ageucy's

1969 or 1570 budjet pregras.

-ated COS:S

I would add one furcher Commant with rospcet to thwe osri-
of re-settlencnt., As wou wilil wnote in the enclosad pape
veen aw avsolute loss of lasd in this laad-noor zyea.
be rebullt, crons can ha roplongad, but Ca laad Tosour .
restorsd.  durdng the Au~ust visit o 3 thoe repreccentatives of
the people beeane cuara of the loza of iiis recoures,  Whethor they
w11l viess for cemponsation for such loss wo canaot at ¢hils time zay,
¥ movely visn to Point out that ghe cnc’acnd Ye=seitionent nrosran
dos5 not inelude any iten for :ich conpansation, if loss, or danare
claims are presented by the 3ilkinians, oy 1f paynents are otharvise
found to ba dua then,

e selieve the re-settloment program should centinua o be meved
“orward with all Posaible dizratch and ehat its nain featu* cs saould
La ’aix before the Consrass scon alter 1& convaass, We look forvard
to workiae with you to that oxd.

1 an seading copics of this iotrer and itg caclosures to the Chsnirnar
oi the Atomic Ea wergy Commissicn and tha LGeeretary of Defense. RVe) e 2

centatives of both agencies are informalily aware of cur proposed projzram

4
aud the funding requiremeat which srises 7
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Sincerely yours, !

ot Did S
bitn,  Secrctary of the Interior

son. Charles J. Zwick

wlreccor
rurcau of the Ludget ‘ .
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