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Colonel J. L. Fishback

Commanding Officer

Xwajalein Missile Range

APO San Francisco, Californis 9655%

Dear Colanel Fighbacks
BIKINI SURVEY SUPPORT

In connection with the progrem for the return of Marshallase
natives to Bikini Atoll, the Neveda Operstions Office is
caomitted to the cenduct of s radiclogical survey of that
Atoll in May 1972. It is presently plammed that approximately
8 to 10 professionsl perscnmel will be present on Bikind

Atoll for approximstely 8 days commencing om or about May 3,
1972.

During my recent visit to Kwejalein and Bikini, a number of
support requirements vers discussed vith your staff, with your
site contractor and vith Trust Territery representatives. I
understand that most of these requirements can be met vith
resources available to you and without significant impact upon
your mission responsibdilities. Our detailed reguirements

will be formally stated in the immediste future. One matter,
bovever, vhich I understand requires a policy determinatiom,is
the availebility from your marine assets of ome ICU t0 be
fully dedicated to the survey mission for the entirs 8-dey
period plus transit time. If available, this vessel would be
used sz the base Of operstions, providing living accommodations,
messing and essentisl intra-atoll trensportetion.

My visit to Bikini Atell made it sbundantly eclear that it would
not be prudent to depend upon the Trust Territeory rescurces

for any essential support. I believe that it would be both
unvise and unfeir to expect a productive expedition to result
from such dependence. As I discussed vith you at the comclusion
of my visit last week, I am confident that a survey vhich
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othervise would reguire 12 days or more can, with an ICY
availsble, be accomplished in 5 meximm of 5 days--vith
significant i{mprovement in sefety, comfort sad effectivencss
and thus in the survey results. Ve would prepese o pre-
posftion all survey and support equipment om the ICH st
Kvajalein snd thua svoid sny substeantisl cargo hamdling

st Mkint.

I recognizs that your marine sssets are heavily committed
to I0W's mission activities. I wish to sssure you, hovever,
that the Bikimi survey is e ecosentisl task in support of
nationsl peliey and that our careful examinstioa of all
slternatives makes it clear thst it is ir the United States
Government 's best interest to conduet {t i{n the manner
described. 1In order that our plemning and prepsrations mey
procesd in timely fushiem, I would appreciste your eerly end
favorsble considerstien of this requast.

Yery truly yours,

Original Signed by
ROGER RAY

Boger Rey, Assistant Nsmager
for Operstioms
bce: W. B. Hills, Dir., PASO, EONO
¥. D. Smith, AN/EAL, NV-IQ




