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FIOM s J.A.Tobin, Commnity Dowlopment Advisor, NMarshalls District,TiPI.

(on spocial assignment on Encwotak)e

SUBJECTs Info roquasted by you im ro gpocific neods of returning Marshalleszs,
to Enewstak Atolle

It should be underatood and emphasized that tho following information is
tentative, It i3 based on my knouvledze of the larshalleso in goaeral and

tho formor inhabitmts of Enewetek in particular. It is not oificial
informalione Spocific answors must bs obtainod from these peopla thenselves
before gpecific plas and comitaonds are mado.

When I rolurn to Kajure next wo:k I vill atbaupt to gathor more dabta. Howsvar,
as I told both you and Roger Ray, I fecl thab the angwors sust coms froa the
Enowotak Poople thonsolves and that a meeting on Ujilang botwoen you (ANC) aad
othar appropriate representatives and tho comwunity is absolubely osuential,
Planning muot bo mutually undorstood and the Bnowetak People must ba involved
in all oimificant aspacta of the planning. This 48, of courso, the svowed ond
oiten gtatod Trust Tarritory poldicy. It will ba of rmutual beaefit, will facilitate
the oporation, and avoid future reparcussions if this policy is adhorod to.

I undorotand that both you and Roger Ray understand this and ggreo with it.

The tontative answors to you questions follow, in tho ordor posoed:

1.} We have not boon told exactly how many people will retwm initiallye. The
leadors have statod that an al group wants to como to Jablan as socn a3
possible. I am not sure exactly how many thisz will be. Although a pumbar hag
boen givon Yo TIPI.

Eveniually al), or nost of the poople will roturn. Even those fow living on
¥ajure (25-30 plus or minus) will roturn if Just to visit. Sona of the poople
may wish to live on Ujilang part of the tima and on Enawotak part of the timo.
Hovever a firm angwar can only come from tho conounity.

The 1972 govarnmont census, conducted by Marshallosa adninisyrative peorssnnsl
givos a total of 201 on Ujilange With the 25-30 (estim.) on Hajuro and elsawhore
gives a rough population fizure of 350 plus or winude 1 bolieve the figure
quotad by tho wedia to be L0O. An up-to-date consus con bo made.

Tho population is about ovenly dividod belwoan nules and females, It is a young
populabion with fow vary old poople, and many children. (I can obtain a dotailed
ago-36x btroakdown for you I am surc. Bubt it will take time.).

I think we can go on tho assunption thiat all of tiwso -wao posSsess land rigats on
Buowatak Atoll will want to retwn oventually. ALL will insdst on having housing
providod as woll as any other bonafits availabld, (This is the voiced dasire of
the Rikini People).

2.) I ngoume that they will follow tho traditional living paltorn and patiern
of oxploitation of the natural rosourcod, That is, there may bo two main sottlee
nent3, ons on Bnowot.uk Island and ongs on Enjobi Island, the roapoctive traditlonal
"headquertora” of the two socio-political groupst the Lnjobi People (Dri Enjcbi)
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and tho FEnewstak People (irl Lnow:tak)s These two traditisnal groups are,
howavor for all practical purposes one _roup duo to inter-parrisge. Thoy do
hovovar naintain the distinction. A

Chief (iroij) Joanoj ia the hoad of the Bnowetak Ioople and\Chiel Lorenjd is
tho hoad of tho Enjobi groupe oo

Political powsr has shifted to the oloctod magistrate ad the council, composad
of fmilly heads. Tho incunbont maezisirate iz Smith Gideon. The chiefs aro

menb rs of the comncil and their power is effective, howovar Wt has waned
conaiderably. The younger men, including the sons of the chiels have a great
doal to say thosae days,. Lo

Docision naking is not unilateral, nor, apparently was it aver. Gongongus is
obtained in council meotings, attended by almost overyone in the community whea
important issues area to ba discussed, '-

vhis 18 tho mathod followdd thhoughout most Hicronosian comwnitigs, For this
reason 1t 1o cbviously vary important to doal with tho council whan poasible;

to do go whonover plamning which will effect tho people of the cominity 1s

to ba dona, 1.

A8 o natter of oxpediency reprosentatives who may bo available at the timo cam
and have baon ugsod, Howover 1% 18 obviously desirable to oblaln comanity cone
sonoug 1L possible, A

IL tho radfoactivity on Enjobi should prevent permament habitation bt this time,
and for a significant period of time in tiw futuro the duality of sotilonant
w1y not be possible. The Enjobi I'eople may chooso to live togother bn dneowetak
Islmd or on anothor island in the northern sector of the atolle Howaver, 1b

18 not certain that they would want to have two nain gettlowanta, They agyi
decide to live in oi2 setilaiant. As a mabtter of sxpedicncy the tw groups,
1iva tozether on Ujilang with a Pboundary® sot fuhough the middle of the i5land
and tho satollite islands dividod equally. The cowsuaity buildings: church,school,
dispeusary, warchousas, etc. are located in the area on the dividing line.

The point ia that they do live togethor and may wish to continue this, lowovar,
they nay very woll wish to retun to ths pattern which was possidle on much
largor Enowatak Atoll.

The traditionad hmwiiallsae pattorn of habitation sd axploitation of the
natural rasources i1s to livo on a main (large) isla:d in the atoll, make

copra, practice a low levol (technologically) agriculture, and explolt the _
rarine rosources of sca, lazoon and gurrounding rocfe, Tho school, dispansary,
church, eounci) houze, warahouss, storos and any othor activitiea!' buildinga
sorving tho neods of the community ars locatod on the maln island, or islands
in the caso of the larger and wore populous atolls,

A seni-nizratory form of exploitation of the natural resources is followod

in that tha othor smaller islands, satellite Sslands of the atoll ars visitod
from time to tino, Tho holdsers of land rights on thess {slands make copra
(tha cash erop), gathor broeadfruit, pandanus , coconuta, arrowrood, aad othor
vaeotable foods in soason. They also exploit tho marine rousourcos, Clouring
of brush and planting is aloo done at tide tiuo.

Housas and waber catchnants usually of a fairly osinple nature are found on the
nore econoiically important of thess emaller islands.
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The visits vary in duration sccording to the amount of work to be accoapliohed
and in sono instances, according to wsatior conditionc. At times it is not
feasible to roturn to the main sottlauant due to unfavoravle woatlhare

It siimuld be explained that this 18 a hishly mobile population, as are mosh
Harshallese., Thers will be a great dsal of travel betweon all of the islands

‘of Enawatak Atoll throughout tha year, evory yeare

Tha people are highly orientod tyward the soa and lajoon and love o travel.

This orientation and pattarmn will undoubtedly continuo after return to rnewatak,

I (rosuno that curiousity stinulated by a wore than 25 year absonce on the part
of the oldor ganeration and of conplote ignmoranca of the atoll on iho part of
those eitlier born since the removal in 1947 or wio wore saall c¢ ildran at tho
tino, will stimulate a graat acal of travel in tie initial period of rasottlenmt.

Ajain I strongly acviss that no firm dacision Lo male in regard to consbtruction
of facilities and future settlasent pattern (village sites, atc.) without firast
obtasning b.e wislas, advice, and consont of the Basuolak Feople.

3.) T asmme that the psople will want all of the islauds to bs planted whersver
possible. This m:ams that all debris wilt Liave to be ratioved, aud all brusa
cleared {axcaept for the imyortant sh3ltor bolt and otier protoectiva cover a9
dooed necessary by TT agricultwral exports.

Tha peopls will of course want the surface, the terrain in its original condition
wiors possiblo. This moona of courae that the gullies and large holes must be

filled as was done on Bikint in 1969.

Tha question of future use of the airstrip and other facilities on Enewelak
Island 18 of course a highly inportant onv. I asvune that the people will wanb
tho strip to bs saved for cormarcial and cnergsucy usee The >pen aress will

be nacdod fur coconut groves and auusistancs crops. 1 asowie that the psople will
want the buildings which ars in good condition to rezain im gitu. ilere ajain,
the decision must coma froa the Lnowstak Peaple. 1 know that thay will want all
useful matorials and buildings for their future use, Ihoy have stated this.

It should be borne in mind that tho paople have rishts in nore than one piecs
of land and on differebtislands throughous the atoll,

Land rights are owned aid hald by kbn groups. Tue land parcels are worked by
tho moabors of the linsage which holds tnese rigiuta which are rommally chielly
inhorited at birth, The tpdiitional pattern of habitatiom i8 Lor huugseholds
(faxaily groups) to live on their land, rot in a village clustor. That 18, in a
scattered pattern. he community builuings are, howaver, nornally chatraliged on
the main islend as discussed proviously. Viz: A —— —
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‘his 48 the pattern followod on Ujilan; and will probably be perpetuatod on

Enewetak. Hers ajain the Znevolak community will voice their dasires in thioc natter.
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4.) The psople practice a rether non-intensive type of a riculture but

utilize the environment to the maximum, using the plantc that can survive snd
produca in this atoll environnent, Copra is nado for cash sale to tho visiting
fiold trip ship. Consumer goods are purchased from thoso ships with the procoeds
of tho copra sales, The intarast pansents from the trust funds alse help btuy
nosded commodities. Rico, flour, sugar, cennod moats and othor canned goods are
steple itous of the diet and have beon for many yoarse Fish, clams, langusta,
turtles (flesh and ezgs), sea birds (flosh and ez(a), chickens and pigs provide
protoin in the diet. The marine resources are vary important in the diet of these
poople.
Coconute, pandanus, breadfiuit, snd arrowroot are the main vegetable products
usod, Bananas, papaia, and squash are used $o a lessar axtent, probably due fo
the relative scarcity of the banana and papaia. Thoy do not socam to grow woll,
at leagt on Ujilange

The diet upon retwrn to Enawatak will of cource not includo btreadfrult (grown
locally) or pandanus, or coconut to any significant extant until the trees start
producing. There will bse a marked incroase in the mount of marine products eaten
however, This §8 of coursa bocsuss more fish, shoiliish, etc. will be available
due to the much larger size of lagoon and reefs on Cnewolake viz: '
Ujilang Lozoon Areas 25.47 squarc miles,
Enewetak Lazoon Area: 387.99 aquaroe miles.

The produce from the land should also ovantually be treaandously increased,
camansurato with the largor land area of nnewobtak. viss

VUjilanz Dry Land Areas  C.07 square miles.

Enevetak Dry Land Area: 2,206 squaro miles.

It iz mtbicipated that a great deal mor: imported foods: rice, flour, stc. will
be consuned to replace the amounts of local vegetable foods that will not be
available for a numbor of years. Data on crop maturation can be obtained froam
our Trust Territory agricultural exparig.

Tha poople spand their working time clearing brush and planting, whon appro-
priate, in making copraj; gathering subsistence crops in season, and oxploiting
tho narine resources, Othar routine tasks such as proparing food for modls and
rogular housohold work accounts for the reat o tha working time.

To recapitulate:s the local foods availablo to the Enswotak People now, and
for some yoars to cone ares

1.) Fish and othor marine products in large quantitios and varietios apparently.

Vary important in tho dailp diet. - :
2.3 Soabirds (flesh snd oggs), &wunt unknown to me bub a kighly valuod food item.
3.) Crabs, including coconut crabs. Amount available uninown to ne.

he) Turtles (flosh and eggs), amount unknown to me but a highly valued foode

S.) Coconuts, limited qumtity apparently. A iraditional staple food item.

6s) Arrovroot, smount unknown to me but ajparantly limited, Tlis ia also a
traditional staple,

7+) Breadiruit, none reported or known to o
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8.)Bdible pandanus, none known to me. Apparently limitod if existent. A
traditional staplo, MNotes Pandanus lsaves are very important for mats
for houdohold uso and export, and for other handicraflis.

9.) Bonanas, none now but may bear fruit a year op so after planting. (A
luxury food, not & staple, The gane applies to papaia.

Om Ujilang:

The poople normally have & good ssasonal supply of breadfruit available on
Ujilang now and use it as a staple both fresh (prepared) and preserved for
storaze in pits and futurs uge. They have a good scasonal supply of pandanus,
coconuts year round and seasonal axrowroot, and a leasser supply of bananas,
papaias and squashe

Ultimatoly tho diot on Enewsbak will include all of the foods now consuned

on Ujilang, plus the larger variety and groater quantity of edible marine
biota available oa Enewetak.

Jack A.Tobin




