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as a Council, headed by a Magistrate% EO which pOS$ the Bikinians elected
-e.,;

their iroij.

the new land

Rongerik was

atoll’s food

Resettlement cm Rmgeri!! Atoll brw~g%t no attempt to su&iivide

%$% “
among che several Ilneages because all believed their s$tiyon

?::*4
only temporary. TWO years of subsistence exploitation of:%the

s
*-*&.~~:g ; :-;’:” ‘;

resources proved the new site to “beentirely i~dequate..-th.hthe,,
%:&$ : ‘

crisis that loomed, -theCouncil emerged as a truly collective autho

the cossaunityat large. Special tntereets of slabs and lineages
.4,..

This change may be accounted for in the ftiresbeing set aside.

hypothesis: Under cond~—— --
+!-:&?c

the traditional authorigy at the community level will assume the normal functfons
,;;~g$+g..”;

of customary subgroups in the interest of maximizing collective action;for the

“$ ‘“

.,,%$‘e-“.,.:.,,
welfare of the coamunity as a whole. .,;.,,4..:::$~.;, “ Z.:;.:......Jq;. ..

Ex-Bikini.ans)resettled m Kili Island in late 1948, set about%sking”an
W ,,

.&<i:;’+&l.{,,#,+@&’~“;-+$:
adjustmmt to what is mu their permanent home. In 1954 they finally,~partitioned

,,
Owing to the small size and different topography of lciliIsland’ “

,,... ,,,
the island

‘.,..,.,

they could not replicate the landholdings m Bikini Atoll.
.,,..!

Instead the Council,,-.~:.;.{* ..3:<

devised a plan by wh%ch it a~located Kill acreage according to the rider of’”-

J
persons in each of the twenty households m the island. All fo=r.,

,,.-

*

:+.,L:“
ads -

.&j% “:,..+,3J*;%

of Bikini landownim linea~es were included acaoniz the Kili land alabs;”%t ‘ :.
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an equal

not have

younger hmthers or eMe * xisters’ 30s3sAm in effect -w-exe ncw willing Co

wait until their fxadlf’’,cma]. predece~sms had vacaced sff!.ce.

fie Council, however, failetito mOUiIY its ~~~ershtp ~0 adnit the ~ .,,..
i+*,. ‘

Political authoriky nw drew no sustenance fzer~land titles onKili .;;.
,;+,

slabs.
.-’“

but continued to express the traditional power derived from lineage landholdings
;;,! ,.
,’... ,,

on Bikini t>at were ao longer accessible except ‘.ad~zsniagrxmwry. A noi+

storekeeper,
:4

the ommaiional

..
.,;..;::i:, ‘

of change am expressed ?- :I;hefollowtng hypothesis: Under conciitionsaf rlmfd
:.2~,:

change, accompanied by uanf.fold opmrt:znitj.t:s f~z improving the standardi of

living, an emergent Iesdershiu founded m new skills or okher achieved status.——-.
.A.

may 3
,:,~,..+

successfully challcmsathe t.radibionalaUtlmritY2
~-.

especially if the l’utter

interposes cultural or social obszacles to realization of those opportunities.
., X .

Now, in 1963$ the Council still consists of ten slabs, all in the Bikini
,>-

.’.
craditlon. ?ive are replacements tn positions vacated by deech, two kbg

‘.”d.[Thes~ instances of father- -younger ?moehers and three the sons >f Me dcce~~.

son succession are in accord with B~Msi custm since each of the deceased

was the sole survivor of his matrilineage.) fie council ~et~ on the first

Monday of every month, convened by the Magistrate (who is still Iroij) to, ~, -:A,.
i... .-

discuss co~nity issues and reach dscisions by consensus or, failiw’’ttitb .
,.

by’majorityvote. Opini.tisof ocher adult males and efwomen are n

,,., ,, ....:’.
., ..



and the Policeman (heir apparent) iE cop :xanin the western section, deferring ~

only to &he iroij!in matters involving the efit$recommuniEy.

Before proceeding to an exp:.mation of this

of traditional authority, let us examine briefly

and look at the way in which decisions are being

(1) Large marina fishes like

One of his lieutenants divides the

divided withfa the two 8ections of

“,+. ,+<.:.,
apparent revival of a system “.

a few community activitiaq

made.

the tuna are still brought to the iroij.

fish into CWO parts which are further

the villqe and their constie~ent house-

holds. The authority of distribution continues %D che Bikini tradition.

My parting gift to &he comunity in Septembar, a sizeable assoxtmmt of soap~ ,

cigarettes. and chwing S:=O was sHvided in the s= manner.
-,.

(2) TMce each year since 1957 ex-Biiiinianshave received nearly $S,000

from the Truse Territory durtni~tration, this being the interest on a $300s000 “

trust fund established i= ~artial payment for their land ~ighta at Bikini.

This amount is nw div%ded among some 450 ~er~ons, about of 150 afwhom live

elsewhere in ehe MarshalIs, largely the result of out-marriage. All claim ;,.,.,.

S- kin tie with the Bikini landktoldinglineages. The Council determines :

policy and supervises distrfbutior of~k~’money, but in several test caaee ,, ,,,
,.



Bikini heirs regardless of present resfdenee. This “wasa spectacu~ar valid-

ation of the authority of izoij and lineage slabs; the authority system

represented bjjthe land at Bikini sti;l prevails in this activity.

[3) As previously described, Kili lentiwas parzi~ione~ in 1954--all

exceps the land in the village where the residences are eoccentrstxd. My

questionhg this summer about rights to village lend uncwezed diapuceu

about ownership of trees newly planted near the houses. Ivas told that

the houses in his section of the village; the Policeman did the same in the

other section, and I mapped the ~eeults. The Council as a dec%sion-meking

group never once entered into the matter. Although landowdng groups are

no longer lineage-orienlx?5,several eases of ssccessicm are in d%spute

younger brother or &isterBa son and the c??ildrm of che deceased slab.

at least two cases &he Magistrate stzted that a younger brother should

but he took no action to enforce Ms o~inion.

be&een

b

succeeds

produced on a landholding continues at RS.liin 1963 as it had at Bikini.

But the slab is no longer obligated to share his land receipts with the frotj.

In aharp, contrase, the interest paysmmc is subject to levy by Che ten alabu,

end part of this is passed on to the iroij. llanriicraftmade for export is

a curious compromise; no regular levy is made although the coconut leaves



(5) Acmmmity store, established in 1953 as par% of a community de-

velopswt project, had by 1957 amassed a working capital of al=ost $S,000.

It is now practically bankrupt, due in part to losses over which the camkky .;

had no control, but also because the limited score funds have bee? used at

ttmes as a Council &reasuIY( The Council is supposed to supervise the store ‘

operation, but in fact the Magistrate CT the l?olicexaantell $he storekeeper

what to do. In 1957 several small groups and Lndi.vidualssought to establish

retail operations, buying the%r inventories at wholesale rate from the C&cil

store. This appeared at &he time to be the start of

divorced from cosmun%ty .l~ehority,but it has turned

organiaed ration system ueilized by the Counc$l when

trade imports is required. All of the villagers are

.,,. f ....

mall business entarpriee’
,.

out to be a loosely ,+ ,,
,’

a distribution of sca-rce
.,’..

assigned to one or &Xher

of eleven reeails; when food is scarce the people buy only from their assigned

retail. The Magistrate makxm Chis decision in times of scarcity, and the
,., -~

Council storekeeper helps to enforce it. (lnIyone retailer has held out for ,

an independent operation, and has been so aggressive that he has got away with

it thus far, although he and the Magistrate are reported to have CORW close

to physical conflict in ehe past year.

(6) The Kili church lies outs~de Eke jurisdiction of the Council or ‘”

Magistrate. For years it has been organized along lines laid down by the

Association of Marshalle?e Churches (??rotestant)with a paator, three deacons,

a Gxunittee of Seven, and mxiliary groups according to sex or degree of church

Cmrsitssmt. In matters of smoking, drinking, dancing, and extramarital sex
-:..

relations, the congregation and its officers enforce the church tabus rigorously jr
.. ,,’.,,:..-r ,.:..



to be completely

Where did I

for smoking). The

these roles seenmd

go wrong in my 1957 prediction? Or what has happemd d.nce ‘

ehen to deer the expected course of events?

I failed to assess the si:.~ationcorrectly in

word for it that the old autlzorftysystem was

~:
.- ,..

One obvious possibility illthat
~, i“:.#“L*X.... ..;.:~!+

1957. You will have to takeq
..,,.,.:.<.......,.,,,&f/.k:.;,,

aot ehen as effective 88 it @ .’<.~”~,.
.: ~-!- ,.j?,’~ -:?~;f:g

now. Emever, let’s see fiat the gmera?. si~uat~~~ Of ml~ZUIS wss ~ 1957 “’ ‘$*~”

and again in 19639 and sae 52 there is my explanation in t!ledifferences.

In 1957 the Tmgt Territcry’s Cm-ity ~eve~q~e project ~n~liw-
!“

coming to a c20se after Ehree profitable years in uuttzrialiupmvemnt of’t<
{<j~~j~;:,i$g;

island. me project manager, a mainedl farsliallese,was still On the til~~ ..,;;
.-,.y,.,.+,”,..<$-Z;.$’,JJ:.,:;

Hlians had two-way radio co=unication with dia~ric~ hemiqwmbm, and’a araell
!J’...’

:,;:g:~~:,:.<f::
ship was assigned specifically to semicing the islandts trade nea3a. ‘“lMh ~,~:,,

‘.”
of these services wsre part of the development program Plantings of tare, “’‘::

breadfruit, pandanm, and bananas *werecoming into production, and the
~,”..

Council store was in good shape. The interest payment from the tzust fund

had just begun. The new and a~ab8 were flexing their mmcles in their &-’ ,;:~;
A“ .Vti...+

found independence, and the non-traditional elite, especially

and health aid, had outside support from the ‘l?rust Temizory.

graduates of the local elementary school were gaining further

district

off than

Now

the schoolteacher
,,.....

The f%rst ““4“
. -.

headquarters. I judged then that this displaced mmunizy was no worse’

any other Marshallese population.

we

contzilxited

are in good

foods. The

C- to 1963. On the more favorable side, returned students have

to a more sophisticatedway of Island living. The Io-I pi-t@@
,,,,,:::;,.. ,-.>,,

production and offset to some extent the present shortage of-imported
,.

really bright light is the regular interest payment which is-now tb
-...:,..b ‘.-...:,’!:?

,>*?;:&.,+$$$$y.~.,

.
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only certain source Gf mne%ary income. M%.the darker side, che developmmt

project was tmnnf.natedin 1958, the EMp Ims lost in Q typhoon about the s-

t~, and Kil%ans were ba61y scared by the wove which washed over large parta

of the island. The radio has not been in operation for over a year and the

community is without rad:locontact except by -=s Of a privately med. ::.,.,+,i.~ -’....

transis~or receiver. The store, aa

to a general economic depreaaion in

transport, the Kilhns have eons of

critically shor~ of

have begun we% use

uncertainties about

natural increase in

ahe trade goods

- .:,,.,.,,“ ..

already noted, is nearly bankrupt. *W,, ;::
,_,:;~::

the Marshalls, especially in Interisland ,’”,.‘%.., ..-,;.:%,.,.
copra rutting in the warehouse and are :

they have come to depend on. Dlaputes

rights and succession in the Kill land sys~em because of ~

how the mw system should work. There baa been an alarming.-,,; j,;,:.,..!-..!4~:.:’,*: ~~:++,~.
the lWi populatim which causes the people to v$ew ghe “~~;’

..,.:,.’-... -‘J
island as smch too small. l%% per capita receipts from the interest paynwmt :$

,.:~..~,,.,: ---‘
:;->,;,;,”yJy?.,

are for the same reason gecttng smaller and mailer each yeer.
.’ ..’W+,,,./:.,’:

In this chenged situation the following hypothesis is proposed to explain
,:,.

. .

what has happened: Under condf.ticm of rapid change, accomp—— . anied & marked

stress in economic affair=. ~ emer~eae leaderski~~ suffer a setback@rou~—. —— —.— —.—
,*’ W.’;?

a revival of traditional authorit~, esmcially~ ~ emergent leaders ~~
,:.

-——

sufficiently organised or skilled EO cope with the new groblems. .. ..
—— . ——— ~? .:

.,*,
An undercurrent of opposition to the Ereditlonal authority persists but 1s’

,..,

powerless to act. Although ehe Ma@strate is very uuch concerned about increasing

criticism of his rule, he zmd the eradi~ionai system he xepresenta are the only
./-

mums to security for the t- being. F&rixqm tbe largest single factor

contributing to this

the interest peymnt

revivalism is the complete dependence of the cosrmmity on

which in its legal bas%s recalls the past vividly, .,.L’..
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What of the future? T make bold to predict that as the general economic

situation in the Mamhalls improves, with assured ship contact between Kili

and the rest of the szchipelago, and as the new land system on Kfli is freed

of the ‘%ugsstwhich presently plague its operation, the fozmerly esmgent

leadership will be in position once more to challenge the traditional akhority.
,.,+,,

Certainly vith the death of the present leaders (the two Big Men are nk in
“’$q;‘ ?

their sixties) the old system will be considerably webned. TM YOUmPr
“i%;” ‘H””

generation no longer

between lineages and

of the oldsters.

rakxmbers the ties of allegiance which applied ori’~ikfni
...

slabs, and are now .wideclin this only by the ~ies
.;..,..
;;‘.?,
:::.:;’,:.&.&;\

(be lesson I have learned from this continuing study of a cosmadty
@#$ ~:,.

undergoing change is tb necessity tO undett8ke field studY at ~r~ici \.’~,
“.’:$@.

intervals in order to learn how changing conditions affect the predictions of
“*L

change from an earlier investigation. It ts alwt as close to a laboratory

situation as we can conm in the study of this kind of problem.
“,&: n,

3$? ;.#
+:j;

lbvember 1963
Eonolulu, IIawaii


