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ShIPAN, GPRIL 18, ClGNS)---HIGH COMMISSIONER EDWARD E. JOHUSON AND
U, S. ANBASSADOR FRANKLIN {aYDE WILLIANS HAVE ISSUZD. A JOINT ANNOURCE:
GENT INDICATING THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNHERT IS PREPARED.TO-
RETURN EWIVETOK ATOLL TO THE TRUST TERRITORY AT THE .EWD.OF.1313.

EHIWETOK ATOLL 1§ ONE OF THE AREAS OF THE MARSHALL ISLALDS DISTR
\NERE THE UKLTED STATES HAS BEEN IRVOLVED 1H DEFENSE RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPHENT PROJECTS SINCE 1946, THE PEOPLE OF THE ATOLL WERE RtLO~
GNTED TO OTHER ISLAIDS 1N THE NARSHALLS, AND HAVE RECENTLY ARNOUNCED
[yEIR INTENTION TO RETURN TO THEIR HOME ISLAHDS BY THE EHD OF THIS
YEAR. o

TN THE STATERENT ISSUED TUESDAY (4PRIL 18), HIGH COMiISSIONER
' JOMHSTOR 4D AMBASSADOR WILLIAMNS SAID Y#AT FUTURE MICRONESIAN LAND
EDS OF TIE DEPARTHENS OF DEFENSE WERE SET FORTH I THE THIRD ROUHD
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OF STATUS WEGOTIATIONS VHICH TOOX PLACE IN HAWALL LAST YEAR. "THERE
AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS STATED THAT IN REZARD TO.. SECURITY RELATED LAND
REQUIREMENTS 1§ THE MARSHALLS, THE_NEED FOR.RESES \RCH_ARD._DEVELOPMENT
ACTIVITIES AT KYAJALEIN WOULD KOT DIGAPPEAR IN THE FORESEEABLE
FUTURE." THE STATEMENT £DDED, HOWEVER, THAT ANBASSADOR WILLIAMS
FURTHER WOTED THAT "IT FAY SOMEDAY BECOME POSSIBLE 70 CONSOLIDATE
OUR TESTING ACTIVITIES IV THE PACIFIC ARD CORCURRENTLY REDUCE OUT

LAND INTERESTS IK THE MARSHALLS.® | oD

2

THE ANNOUKCEMENT SAID THAT “THE STATGS OF EdIWETOX MAS BEER UNDER
STUDY BY THE VARIOUS DEPARTHEWTS 4D ACENCISS IN THE UNITED STATES
GOVERKMENT EVER SINCE THE POSSIBILITY OF RETURNING KIKINI ATOLL WAS
FIRST CONSIDERED. OVER THE YEARS, THE DEPARTHMENT OF DEFENSE HAS
BEEN STRIVING TO BRING ITS WORX ON EKIWETOK.TO A CLOSE. (NOW) THE
UNITED STATES GOVERMMEWT HAS IN FACT BEEKW ABLE TO STRUCTURE ITS RE-
SSARCH PLANS AND PROGRAMS I SUCH A WAY TO PERUIT AN EARLY RETURN OF
THE ATOLL TO THE PEOPLE OF ENIVETOX." '

HIGH COMMISSIONER JOHNSTON TELEPHONED MARSHALLS DISTRICT ADIINIS-
TRATOR OSCAR DEBRUM LATE TUESDAY AFTERNOOW TO ANHOUKCE THE RETURW OF
THE ATOLL, AND INDICATED TiaT THE U.S. GOVERNWENT AND THE TRUST TLR-
RITORY ADMINISTRATION WILL BEGIH INMMEDIATELY TO_WORK WITH THE FEOPLE
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PROGRAM. o | ‘ |

IN THIS REGARD, THE HICOM NOTED TnﬁT DEPULY HIGH LOMMISSIOVLR
FETER T. COLEMAN WILL ACCOJPANY AVBASSADOR WILLIAMS ON HIS TRIP
" THROUGH THE EASTERN DISTRICTS, ENDING IN MAJURO WHERE HE WwILL BEGIN
- MEETINGS WITH ENIVETOKESE AT THE DISTRICT CENTER. COLENMAN ALSO PLANS
T0 OVERFLY THE ENIWETOR COMPLEX ON HIS waY TO AN INSPECTION OF BIKINI
ATOLL, WHERE THE AGRICULTURAL RLVABILllnTION OF THAT FORMER ATOMIC
TESTING SITE IS NOW bEIhG CLOSED OUT, ‘ a

THE HICOM SAID THAT AT Ssonf FUTURE DATE THE LEADERS OF ERIWETOR
WILL BE INVITED TO BIKIﬂi T0 OBSERVE THE REHABILITATION PROGRAM THERE
-~ IN ACTIOHN, HE SAID FURTHER THAT THE PEOPLE OF ENIWETOX WILL BE
CONSULTED AT EVERY STEP ALORNG THE WAY IR THE REHABILITATION PROGRAM.

DISTAD DEBRUM SAID THAT HE WAS DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO THE HIGH COM- .
MISSIONER AND AlIBASSADOR WILLIAMS FOR THE IR LONKG AND HARD EFFORTS TO
EXPEDITE THE RETURN OF THE ATOLL T0 THE PEOPLE. HE SAID HE LOOKED
FORVARD TO NhElING WITH DEPUIY HICOM COLEMAN LATER IN THE UWEEK AND
TO BEGINNING THE PLANNI"G FOR THE P'VLHSION OF ENIWETOX TO THE TRUST
TERRITORY SO0 THAT THE REMABILITATIGH PROGRAM COULD GET UNDERWAY.

ACCORDING TO THE JOINT AUNOUNCEMERT RELEASED IUESDAY, IT WiLL BE
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NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THY, SAME TYPE OF SURVEY, CLﬁhNUP AND REHABILI-
TATIOW PROCEDURES IPAT HAVE BEER UsED AT BIKiHI. “AS AN INITIAL |
STEP, Thi ANNOUNuthNT SA1D, YTHE 5355 PLARS TO COMMENCE THE SURVEY
OF THE ATOLL PROBABLY LATE THIS SUEMER. THE CLEARUP. Ahﬁ_ME IABILITA= |
TI0N OF THE THREE ISLANDS---PARRY. JAPTAN AHD fxt’i‘iﬁ{\.?:’.l,.l_r"-“’ THE
PDUTUEALSTERN PART OF THE AfOLL, MﬁLL_REQE}UE_ELBQI_ERIQSITle

PRIOR TO THE RETURN OF LHIWETOK TO TRUST TERR ITOFV JURISDICTION
BY THE END.OF 1973, THE ANUOUNCEMERT 1D, "THE UNIIhD STHATES IS

‘COMPLETING SOME RESEARCH AND DEVELOVHENT ?ESTING O THE ATOLL WHICH

QILL NOT INVOLVE NUCLEAR ﬁETONthSWQ OF ANY TYPE, THESE TESTS VILL

IN NO WAY INTERFLRE wITV Aﬁ EARLY COMMENCERERT OF THE REHABILITATION

PROCESS AND WILL BE COWMPLETED BY THE EHD OF 1973."

(SPECIAL COMMITTLE CHAIhu“d APPOYKTEDS ' : . . -
SAIPAN, APRIL }8, (NS ) ===MARIARAS SENATOR OLYhPIO i. BORJA HAS

BEEN APPOINTED CHAIRNAN OF THE SPFCIAL JOINT COMMITTEE CONCERNING

- RONGELAP AND UTIRIK ATOLLS. OTHER MTNOERS COF THE COMMITIEE ARE RE--

PRESENTATIVE HANS WILLIAWDER OF TRUX 45D REPRESENTATIVE TIMOTHY
OLKERIIL OF PALAU.

THE. SPECIAL JO1HT COmITIE £ _COUCEREING ROEGELAP. AND UTIRIK MAS

CREATED UKDER PUBLIC LAY 4C-33, WRICH AUTOMATICALLY BECAME LAW MARCH
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