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BROOKHAVENNATIONAL LA!30R.’ATORY

RECORD OF SUPPLZZITTLRY PEES CONFERZNC2

FOR W’JG ISLAND EDITORS

February 28a 1947 4
Participants: Dr. Lincoln R. Thicsmcycr, Exccutivc Lssistrmt to the

Director, Brockhavcn National Laboratory, Chairman;
Dr. Lyle B. Borst, Leader of the Pile Project, Brodchavcn
Naticnal Laboratory;Dr. M. Stanley Livingston, Lcodcr
of the Cyclotron Proj~ct, BrccMavon Naticnal Laboratory;
Mr. Lawrcncc R. Swart, Chief of the Porsonncl Division,
BrookhavcnNaticnal Laboratory; h. W. ~Q Kc11cY8
Acting ikumgcr, Atomic Energy Commission, I&dison Square
Lrca; and G, fldward’Pmwiray~Public Rclc.tionsConsultant
for Brcc’khavcnNnt~.onalLaboratory,

----- ----- ----- ----- ---e- ------ ----- ---

PENDRAY: Since Dr. %rsc and the Trustees have hcd tc leave for their

mocting, Dr. Linccln R. Thicsmoycr, Exccutivc hsistant to the Director,

will serve as Chtirrm of this porticn of the press ccnfcrcncc~ Dr.

Thicsncyor.

THIESIIEYER: Inasnuch as the overall purpcscs and general plcwm of the

Brockk.vcn Laboraixry hr.vcbeen covorcd at scno Iongth in the session

that prcccdcd this, I bclicvc it is Unncccss:.ryfcr w to r.ddany intro-

ductory comncnts., I, thcrcforc,wclccnc ycur qucstic:nsand will rcfcx

then tc mombcrs 3f cur

in aswcring then.

QUESTION: Why docsntt

at the camp to provide

staff who have remained as o p~.nolto assist DC

the Labcratcry ncdify scnc cf the barracks horc

housing frr its staff?

TH13SMEYGR: i~plc.nf’cr doing sc is under ccnsidorationat prcscnt~ This

is aincd~ hcwcvcr, at prcviding only tonporary hcusing tc case the

situaticn until :~/Jrcpcrnmcnt hc,usingis av~ilablc, perhaps thrcugh a

cc.nstructicnprcgrc,n~f S-nc scrt in the surrounding crnm.mitics, The
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Labcratnry is mxicus, hcwcvcr, tc avoid building a city here at the site.

WC want tc ccnvcrt this ink a university ty~ cf ztncsphcrc and to

encourage our

CIS they would

QUISTION: h

ncighborhocd?

staff tc find hcmcs in the noighbcring ccrmmnitios, just

THIESh02YZR% No.

m-cud a large

there gcing tc

university.

bc cay danger frrn radioactivityin the

QU123TION: liasn~ttco much been said cn

THIISMEYER: Ovcrcnphasis is wcrsc than

this already?

ncthing at all. But it certainly

is not miss tc point out that in the opcrnticns cf the Labcratcrywc

oxpcct to lxdccall the noccssary precautions, not cnly tc protect our

own staff, but all the pccplc in the surrounding torritory~

QUI15TION: T,Mt arc tho possible dangers of rzdicactivityto people?

BORST: You have seen at Bikini ~dmt cm might say is a pcssiblc danger,

The underwater cxplosicn at Bikini prcduccd the maxiznun-- the nest difficult

problcn. At this 1~.bcratorythorc will bc no co;.lpare.blcsitucctionoWe

will ccnf’incall active natcrials whioh arc prcduccd uutil :7c arc able to

dispose cf then withcut possibly injuring tho surroundingccnzwnitics.

CJN3TION: Will you stcrc then?

BORST: For a ccnsidcrablc pcriod~

QUESTION: There is nc danger in that?

KELLEY: I would liko tc.add a word there. Dr. Bcrst frightenednc when

hc strmtcd talking about Bikini. ‘Ncarc net dealing here yith cxplcsivo

natorials. ‘lbarc cxpcrincntingwith 211 types cf materials, but there is *--

QU’E3TION: All the clcncnts will net bc here that were at Bikini?

KELLEY: Not in the ferns nccdod in order tc crcatc m explosion.

QUISTION: Is the pr:duct ycuwill nakc here of an cxplcsivc nature?



. . . . ~, (.,.
-3-

,
K.ELLEY: Nr, wc arc net playing with oxplosivcs. ‘I wish the point hadn’t

ccmo up* It ‘isvery rcnctc frcn tho work tc be dcnc here. I

BORST2 ITc crc doing fundamental rcscarch● I-/carc plraming tc uso a

nuclca.rreactor (cr pile) that ccntains scr.lc(f the rntcrials which

under special prcccsscs can bc mdo intc a bcnb. % arc net nnking borlbs~

Lc arc net prrccssing natcrials in the r.mrmr ncccssary~ Tc never have

any intcnticn of deing SO* -

at Chicago nornal insurance

at Brcckhavcn. This is not

At Oak Ridge, at HanfcrdS l-~ashingtnnand

rates prcv~il. ~C oxpcct the SW tc be true

a hazardcus occupations

QUESTION: The wcrlcwas crnductod with ccnsidcrablo socrocy at Oak Ridge.

That would prevent the infcrrmticn from going to insurcncc ccmpanics.

BORST: Tkt is incorrect. Tho insurrmcc ccnpanics have net chnngcd

their pclicy since the end cf the war. There is nr kzp.rdcus cccupatirn

ccnncctcd with this wcrk.

Qu~T?o~: Outsido rf any chcnical labcrat~ry?

BORST: Net oven a chcnical labcrntcry.

Qu~TIONg

BORST: It

QTJE3TION:

BORST: NC

Qu~TION:

:Jillycur wc.rkaffect radio rcccpticn in this area?

wcn’t affect radio rcccpticn.

Zill it affect the natural drinking wr.tcr?

sir.

Till it affect the fishing industry?

BORST: ??Oo

QUESTION: ~ill it “affectthe agriculture.1industry?

BORSTS N~. 7UJ0arc investigating o.11‘f these things. ‘VcQrc GoinG to

spend o.lot cf smncy tc find cut safe ncthcds fcr handling the materials.

T;cassure you that we arc ---

QUESTION: ‘;;illthere be any censorship inpcscd here?

..”
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BORST: Only military.

PENDIULY: Ycu mean only m r,mttcrs-f”a filitary nc.turc, .

KILL-Y: Since sc much i:fthe basic infornaticnwas dcvelcpcd during

the war m the Manhca.ttanproject, these pccplc here will ncod a lot of

that infornaticn. It is still sccrct infcrnation, l-;cwill nakc it

available to them for their use. There will always bc censorship en

those things.

consorship~

QUE3TION: In

But as to what wc aro doing-horc, I don?t forcscc any

line with the confcrcncobcfcic -- arc there anyncdical

rcsoarch non on the staff?

THIIX?JWYCR: Not ~S yet. There will be. ~c expect to actiwto a Dcpart-

mont of Medical Research*

QUISTIONS Is the Carnegie Institution$Ccld Spring Harbor, cno cf the

Iabcratoricsworking with you cn the biclogic~.1angles?

BORSTs ~o have already ccntacted sonc cf the biological institutions in

the vicinity, ;~o Will Ccntact ~crc of then, Ccld Spring Harbor, T;ccds

Holo, the Bureau cf Fisheries at Now Lcndon u.ndv~ricus ether instituticms

will bc invited tc participate. ‘“Tocnly hzvc c szmll staff a% the prcsont

tine. TJchave not yet asscnblcd a grcup cf biologists. ‘:o h&VC to have

timo tc do this.

THIISMCYER: Our fundrunontnlpurpose is to provido fr.ciliticsfcr the usc

of tho public in this whclc region. Cocpcrction bctwccn this institution

and all the research institutions in this arm is nr.turaland is ccntcn-

plated.

QUESTION: Tho m.tcrials which ycw will need fr-m tino t~ tine, Trillycu

bc flying my cf then in? Dc ycu ccntcnplatc using MacLrthur Field?

THIISMEYZR: That is a little difficult tc predict. I scc ne rcascn

,
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why wc should rmt dc that~

QUESTION: Havo any plans been aado?

THIESL’EYER: Not spocifically~ If we nccclrm.tcrialsin a hurry$ TJCvtill

ask for shipncnt by air freight just m my :;thcr ~W’miz~~iQn ifi:ht ~oo

QUISTION’: ‘Jmt arrangcnents will be nadc here fcr foreign scientists to

COEIC and study?

THIESMEYER: That question invclves the policy cf the Atonic 12ncrgy

Cmmxissicnwhich will govern our opcr~.ticns~‘.Tewill certainlywclconc

oxchango of infcrnatim and pcrscnncll if this is pcssiblo~

QUESTION: ‘i%atis the situation at tho proscnt tino m enploy?acntfArc

you short of

THIZSLllH13R:

and can tell

porsGnnel here?

L&. Swart, Chief of cur Pcrscnncl Ditisicns is cm EIYltft

you what the situation is in thnt regard. .

STid?T: ‘,;-earc not shcrt cn then$ but we ~aren~t long on thcm eith~jr~

Fundcxwntally our pclicy is gcing tc be tc hire cvorybody we can frmx the

lccal arca~ T% dcn:t want tc increase the housin~ problcn. If vrcwere

tc bring in everybody from outside, we would. ‘.kwant to use lccal pccplc

so far as possible. Our scientific staff will undoubtedly cone frcn

outsido. I have been encouraged by the types of pccple vre have been able

to get so far. There cum not millions cf jcbs available; but as we

grow we arc goinG ta need mcro pecple and I think wc will be able to

hire nmst of then locally, outside of the sci~ntific staffa

QUESTION: In what capacity would mcst of thcmbc hired locally?

SL’LRT: Clcrks$ typists and stenographers, to a certain extent. ‘._c

nre gcing to fill in the dministrativo staffs and wc will n~~d ~~~chinists~

technicians -- a Gcc.dmany of these pccple with scme basic tr:’.iningcan

be trained further and we intend tc have a training prcgram to train theme
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% will need maintcncncc pcrscnncl, scmc Guards and fircfi~htcrs.’‘.J-Cnlrcady

have a staff of firefighters and of Susrds and there is c.possibility wo

may need more. These needs arc going tc dcvclcp ?.swc &cw. “:C ~.rc

ccmmitted tc a pc.licyof using local-peopleif wc pcssibly can. I CCXl

scc no rcascn why wc can’t get the r.ujcrity‘f our ncn-scientific staff

within a radius of 25 or 30 miles.

THIE3UEYER: Looking forward into the future, since

purposes is to train young scientists, there naybc

Brookhmcn for young pccplc frcm this area who take

scicncc at participating universities or clscwhcrc.

QUZSTION: Arc there ether research centers such as

Ccuntry?

one of the fundmacntal

carccrs right horc o.t

their dcgrccs in

this anywhere in the

THIESMEYER: Ono in the ChicaCo area, ~mgrnnc LabcratoryS onc in Bcrkclcys

and cmcthcr established at Clinton at Oak Rid3c.

QUESTION: imc they cf this sizo ad dcirq the sc.mcthin??

THIESMEYER: Mr. Kcllcy, do ycu wish to c:mmnt cn this?

KELLEY: They niGht bc cc,nparablcin size, but their cbjcctivcs will bc

different.

QUE3TION: How did ycu happen tc chccsc this place, bccausc it WGS rcmtc?

KELLEY: Bccausc it was availsblc. A specific inspectionwas made cn the

availability of just what wc nccdcd~ ‘Tc ni~ht ho.vcselected any of scvcrr.1

locations in this general tcrritcryo

QUESTION: On the prcgron hero, will infcrnatim bc availnblc frcn tine

tc time?

THIISHEYER: ‘.~chcpc that r.lestcf the wcrk wc & will be available to the

general public and wc hcpc to have ncctings just like this to which rcprc-

scntc.tivcscf the press arc invited t:;ccn.cand discuss with us our

..”
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. progress and cur plansh

QUESTION: To wkt extent will thq prcjcct be self-ccntaincdas to sorviccs?,

S“:;;*T: There wontt bc any such thing as laundries}bnkcrios and butchcr-

shops, ‘.;oarc not gcing tc have pccplc livinG here. “k don$t want a

laboratory tcwn. ‘.;0arc net going .torun

find on a naval cr arny installation. ‘“~c

for, maybe, scnc overnight Guest places.

facilities such as you wculd

may usc tho local laundries

The cafctcria opcratcrs will

use suppliorso They will got theirmcat and ~roccrics fron cutsidci Thy

Wontt have ovcrything right on the area.

QUESTION: To what extent will you .givocut subcontractstc local .indus-

trios? Machine shops and the WCC, if any?

BORST: I tivo lcckcd intc that a little bit arcund horc and I will

say that any nachinc shcp capable cf doing tho wcrk is GoinG to Set the

job. These arc special jcbs -- high-prccisi:.ninstruucnt-makcr~~jobs.

T;eprofcr dcinG a jcb nccm us rather than sent it rff to Illinoisj for

Cxazlplc●

QUESTION: There will probably bc quite a fcw transient visitors -- arc

there any hotel provisions here?

THIIELfEYER: There are facilities hero at the site fcr cvcrnight Guests

which will bc activated. ‘.,ccxpoct to have a Gccd nany visitors c’mring

the sunncr, cspccially$ visiting scientists with :ad without their..,
1: families..:
;

QUESTION: They will all bc taken care of at the base?

THIE3MEYER: Only a relatively snail nunbcr can bc. ~._cwill have to depend

on hotels in the nci~hbcrhood tc help cut in acconncd.stingour visitors-’

QULSTION: ‘;;illthe site bc protcctcd in any ether way than-by &u~rds~

DO you need a fence arcund it to keep cut trespassers?

THIESilEY!IR:I don~t knew cf any rcascn why ad5itirnal protection

“,
,.

Shruld bc
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Govcrnncnt prcpcrty in the smm nannor as it

has been dono during and since thu war.
?

QUESTION: Is there c.nyparticular reason why the big cyclotrcn is gcin~

to bc Iccatcd cn the side of a hill?’

LIVINGSTON: Just fcr the proper handling cf tho shield.ingof pcrsmncl

fron railiaticn. Pcrsrnnol who arc gcing tc handle tho machine, the nain-

tonancc ant opcratin~ porsrnncl, must bc prctcctcd adequately. They-aro

tho ones nearby, If they arc protcctcd prcpcrly, ncbcdy at greater

distanco can bo in ,danGor. This is dcnc by burying the nachinc in a hill.

QUESTION: Howwidc is the radius cf radioactivity?

LIVIW3STON: In the cyclotron it wculd bo relatively uninpcrtant,not

obscmvablo at any considorablc distances. I think that .Dr.Eorst has

already cutlincd the mthod.s cf c-ntrrlling thlt in tho pilo~

QUESTION: Fcr tho present you will get y-ur olcctric power frcn what

utility?

LIVINGSTON: Thc LcnG Island.LiGhtinG Ccnpany.

CJY!STION: Ultinatcly will you

BORST: ~Lt@tic pc)~~~rc

QUISTIONS As I understand it,

hocus-poems secrecy ~bout your

bo ~cnorating yfiurPwn power here?

YOU W@ tc IXJ.kCthe lc?.st P.mullt Of

prcjcct here. This is tc bc just ancthcr

rcscwch crganizaticn~ built CMmy ~ticr univ-~ty %3t bc?

THIEWEYER : % hopo there will bc a minimun of security restrictions

and certainly no hocus-pocus ~bout it. .

Althcugh I knew y?u hc.vcether quosticns, I bclicvc m nust cmsi?.cr

this ccnfemncc adjcurncd.. Tho bus tc take press rcprcscntativesto

Patcho~uo is schcduloc?tc.leave in just a fow minutes. “.:caro plccmcd that

ycu cmc and have been sc keenly intcrcstcd in this prrjcct, ‘:C hope to

ham ycu all with us a&a.inscm nnd rcpc~.tcd.lyas wc ~rcwt This is ywr

-,
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Laboratory and wc want you tc feel

scssim mst bc abbreviated,but I

first in a series cf ,opportunitics

ticns about us- ,
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at hcnc here. I an scrry that this

assure ycu

for ycu tc

that this is cnly the

ncct with us and ask qucs-
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