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Dear lorin:

Jur Research Committee has ~iven the propossal entitled "iIie Zffect
of the Lavel of Nutrition on the Patholoyy and lroductivity of Range
Sheep® preliminary review. I have just talked with Ir. Walker and
passed on to nim surgestions for revisions of ihe project.

It cecurs to us :hat a very considerable amount of information on such
factors as nercentace lamb crop, weiznt -ains, wool production, etc.
under {ifferent ~anaccment and feeding sractices could be gained by
mekin- stodies of several herds of aneep., [ nave the lmpression that
there ara in Cedar Cliy several very successful sieep operators, some
of wnom win:ered :heir sheep in Hevada, Certainly sore of these men
413 not expericnce abnormal losses last year, Jn the other hand, there
sre srovatly a numver of operators utio normally jo only limitad supple-
meatal feedinges In J"‘er words, it seems %o ne that you have a natural
setup unier ficld conditions for studying the effect of different manzge-
ment and feeinr practices on sheep produciion.

Tith the very extensive iork that you uave done, I am sure you 'ow
quite well what is an adequate ration for range sheep and that ou havs
considerchble informa: ion on the nutritive value or various types of
range forare, with tiiis in mind, one of the —alues of -urplemental
feedine guen as outlined in your proposal is the demonsiroiion to the
sheepmen of ihe *esponse to suuplemental feeding. I anticipate that
you <now nretly woll whether or not the range forage is likely to ve
deficient in phosg}horus or protein, or both. Considering these faetors,
it oeccurs to me that you could eliminaie the group to reccive a phosphate
aupplement and the zroup to receive alfalfa plus phosphorus and incluce
only the one ToND to roceive a complete pellet irncluding phoaphorus,
proiein, and cner-y sources.  After you obtain infurmation on the effect
of the complete supplement, and with your xmowledge of composition of
ranve forace, I believe that you could then fairly accurately predict
whetiier the response is due to phosphorus or protein or energy, or a
combination »f tlLese mutrients,
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I understund that quite a nunber of operators who are wintering their
gsheep in Hevada sre doing considerable supplsasntal feeding this year.
It occurs to me that a lot of information might be obtained by making
& study of the feediny practices of several operetors during the cur-
rent season end relating them to lamd production and other factors.

Sincerely yours,

Psul B8, Pesrson
Chief, Bioclogzy Branch
Division of Blology and Xedicine

ec: Tr. 3. He Walker
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