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Lt Col Gomes, DMA, and I arrived in Honolulu l?ridaynight, Aug 2.3. At
breakfast the next morning we met with Ym. William Bonnet of the
Honolulu Area Office to discuss tinetrip. We also met ?tr.Al Carter of
the H & E Staff who was to assist us. We met Commissioner Norwood
and other representatives of the Trust Territory Goverment and of the
press at Majuro on Sunday, August 25. On Majuro we were briefed by

-Mr. X’?orwoodon the proposed itinerary and there was opportunity to meet
the rest of members of his party. At tnis time M’1’.Nor#ood indicated
we would probably visit only the islands of Bikini and Eneu which meant
there would be no opportunity for the engineering types to see the
contaminated scrap areas first hand.

We left Majuro Sunday afternoon on board the James
l(ili. On the way to Kili there v&s opportunity to
Williams, Seattle Times, about the 1964 .4ZC survey
a member. He had good recollection of wlnathe had
although not as much time was spent in the area in

M. Cook bound for
talk with Hill
of which he was
seen in the Atoll
1964 as we had s?ent

in 1967. Prior to reaching Kili I was called aside by Y1. Nmwood to za~
about the meeting we would have witklthe Bikini peopie the next day. Iie
said he anticipated questions on the safety aspects of returrii~ t-he
people to Bikini and asked if I would be prepared to answer them. He
stated that it was im?ortant that such questior.sbe ams-~eretiforthzzightly
since any evasiveness on our part would be quickly detected. I ~reed .
to help and stated that so far as possible i intended to use mate:ial
developed by staff of EJ!and the recorr~ner,dationsof the AD Hoc Cor~~ittee
to answer such questions.

. During the night we crossed the international date line so that the next
day was Tuesday rather than Nonday. At Kili we were given a warr.welcor,e
and were greeted with flowers and singing. Tinereception lirlemust 13ave
contained every man, woman, and child on the islarLd. Trlemeeting, initially
indoors, was moved outdoors so more peo~le could see zri hear and bet:er
photographs could be taken. There were talks by tne High Cm.~,issioner,
by Mr. Eeine the District Administrator, and by several rlembersof the
Bikini Council.

Next there were questions on whether the islands were safe a~d whether
the food was safe to eat. I told the~L the pro.Dler,k,adbeen st~dieciaridthat

a WouP of ex?erts neeting in ~:ashir@or.had conc:~~ed the islands were szi’e
for their return provided certain measures were taken. I s~-:=rized the
recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee report telling tinemthat for the
present, only the Bikini-Eneu co~?iex is to be rehabilitated and that xhile
they may go anywhere in the Atoll for s~ck p’xrgosesas fishira and food
collec~ion, villages are to be built only on Bilfiiriiand Erieu. I er,?hssizet
that the food from the lagoon would be safe t~ eat. Chutaro, the interpreter
for Norwood’s party told me later that tinenatives have scae fear for ret~-nirg
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to Bikini but are reluctar.cto make an issue of it since this co”tideffect
the decision to let thea go back.

We departed Kili the after~oon of the day of arrival. Nine of tke Bikini

people @us one Peace Carp -~orkeron Zili came with us . Jtcas, one of ~fie

Bikini Council representatives, v;ioc=.e on the trip was ver~ ti”.z2P2Y

because his son plus t?.reemore b-ere~at ailowed to coriieals~. I:zether

this was tilereason I do n~t know, but his attittie was sullea axialhe
was disgruntled throwkout the trip.

Rior to arrival at K~%jalein, Mr. Jack To3in of the Trust Territo~y Staff
told me that Mr. Byron 3ak5-, HorioluluStar-3ulletin, had the 3ikini rep-

resentatives “stirred ~p” -*-ithquestic7Jsand disc-~ssionon possible damage

payments.

The James M. Cook dockei Weqnesday at Xwajalein for supplies and left t>.e
same day. Col. D. B. l<ill=z,Com=ni= ~k-ajaleinTest Ftange,er=resse~

an interest in the tri~ afi5came vitii‘ds. His heip with tra’;elar.dother

arrar~ements was most z~pr5ciate2,

I monitored several of the rustir~ re=.zrieritsof tzrges alor~ t?.eEikini
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lagoon shore. There was little if %ny indication of a rz;iz:ion level
above the beach background ‘~hichwas &taut 10-15 @/hr on the instr~ment.

-The party went ashore on Enea Friday. I led the visitors tkroug’hthe
brush to the assembly building whic3 w== still in good cc:.di=ton. ~Qe
large scrap dump on the southern t~~ of Eneu was monitore3 wlzh levels
of about 4 to > @/hr whick.is bac><ro-~-.don Eneu. Other scrap riear
the piers also showed back+==ound. Tne imly reservation I have for 3neu
concerns the decon area just inshore frGm the piers on tk.ek:oon 5kOre.
The area is densely overb~o-.=and t?.efence and radiatioc warning signs “
are still in place. !Ihisarea sho~d Ye cleared of vegetaticfiand checked
for radioactivity prior to unrestri~ted use.

Two coconut crabs were take= by the nat~ves on Eneu and t:ceq-:estionraised
as to whether they could be eaten z:.dif so, V+natabout crabs from the
other islands. I was reair.dedtlnatI kzd reparted at Kili t<.erewere tO be
no radiological precautions on Erie<:.Z replied that this is zrue, aridifi
order not to create 13Qu”o:a-zoutthe MC reccr.-.endazims~ Z FESeed tk~t ti:Je
two crabs taken on Eneu COLL5.be ez:eri. I stated further th~t upon return
home, I would check to see if any a:diztor.alguidar.cesho-:ti‘:2give?.on
eating crabs from variolisislands ;Z Kr.eztoll. I do not krlz-,:if the tk-o
crabs from Eneu were act~~al:yeate: but we made a :oint c: e=:irq tile
coconuts and langusta to shc-~the :=tives we had r.oconce~n ?cr tineiruse.
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Islands visited on Saturday were Aomen, Iroij, Nam, and the Sand Island
along the northern rim, and Endrik, Eneman, and Aerokojlol alo%~ the
southern rim. Bunkers, towers, and nuiierousitems of contaminated
scrap (as determined by the gamma survey instrument) were photographed
for the engineers. A large number of photographs of these installations
‘andactivities were made by press representatives.

There was considerable press interest in the Bravo Crater area including
the sand island and a heavily damaged bunker that sits in shallow water
near the sand island. The landings and pick ups weritsmoothly. We were
ashore at Aomen at first light in the morning and cleared the l?~euchannel
departing Bikini Atoll for Kwajalein a few minutes after dark.

Saturday night Vr. Norwood decided that it would be desirable for the party
to visit Rongelap to allow tineBikini Council representatives oppcrturiity
to see the village that had been built for the return of these nati’:esto
their home islands in 1957. ‘Jewent askloreSunday r,ornirgand received
a warm welcome. However, it rained heavily for most of that day.

The houses built on Rongelap, which were of plywood construction,are in
need of repair and paint. We were told by a ?eace Corp worker w-nolives
on Rongelap that the houses F.avenot been painted in the eleven years
since they were built and that he has been unable to get the natives to
paint them even though paintsupplied by the Navy is available. Carl Nyd=ns
of Life Magazine told me he took no pictures on Rongelap because the place
looked so drab in the rain. We departed Rongelap for Kwajalein about noon.

At the dock in Kwajalein we had a final talK with the Bikini Council rep-
resentatives. Lorie summarized tke Bikiniants feelirgs about the ~resent
condition of the islands in the Atoll. He said that r.uchland is gone
and that they are very sad to see t’natthe trees ariclfood phrl~s are gQne.

He said all his people will be sad when told of conditions in the’Atoli.
However, they want to reach an sgreement on the plar.-.ir~for t’neirreturn
and want to cooperate in this effort. Mr. Norwood respntie~ by sayi?~
that we share their loss “mt cannot restore the isiands to the way they
once were nor promise to pay for loss. ‘Jewiil do whatever we csn to
restore the islands. This will take time and patierice. We will do what
we can.

Mr. Norwood asked if I would again summarize t’neconditions mder w-kic’r.
the resettlement is to be made. I stated that experts have been stu@irg
the possibility for their return for tinelast one and one-half’yea-s arid
that the determination has been made tlnatit wouid now ‘Desafe provided
certain things were done. This will include restrictir~ reha”oilitation

.——.
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for the present to the Bikini-Eneu Complex. The first village and
immediate food crops are to be placed on Eneu. No precautiorisare re-
quired on Eneu because of the very low levels of radioactivity there,
even lower than in the U. S. The radioactive scrap metal near former
test sites should not be used for any purpose and is to be removed. The
Zeople may go anywhere in the Atoll but homes are to be built only on
Eneu and Bikini.. The fish and other foods from the lagoon are safe to
eat as well as the birds, turtles, and theti eggs. Further studies sre
to be conducted to insure that what has been predicted is in fact happening
and that the precautions to be taken are sufficient.

Lt. Col. Gomes, Mr. Al Carter, and I left Kwajalein Tuesday morniri arriving
in Honolulu that afternoon. In Honolulu we discussed the trip witlnMr.
Bonnet and briefed him and his staff on results of the trip. Representa-
tives of H & N staff were also present. M!. Bonnet agreed to act on a
verbal request for estimates of cost for removing contaiiinateddebris and
for.cleanup of deteriorated test materials and facilities left on the
islands, such estirstes to be sent to Headquarters AEC for transmittal
to Department of Interior. He also agreed to provide estimates of cost
of the total job or rehabilitating khc Atoll for AIZCu~e.

While this completes the story for this report, there we several items
worthy of note that occurred during or after the trip:

1.

2*

Missing land - This is a subject certain to be raised in future
discussions with Interior since it appeared to be a sore point with
the natives, i.e. they agreed to allow the U. S. use of their lands
but some of it is not being returned and will never be returned.
We will need to know just how much is missing. Information is
possibly available from the laboratories and H & N to mske a before
and after comparison. This should be done now.

Press coverage - So far there has been little public knowledge or
interest in this project. Tiniscould change. It is w understandi~
from Mr. Mydans that next weeks issue of Life Magazine (the week of
October 14) will contain his story and pictures of the trip. He has
called this week for information on the two missing islands that
were West of Nam and near Bravo test. Information sufficient to
answer his questions was obtained from Mr. Bob Newman at IA%.
There have ~een other news items
of articles in both the Honolulu

in various newsp.apez%anda series
Star-Bulletin and Seattle Times.

—.
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Other requests for information - ‘l’heSt. Louis Committee has
recently requested copies of the E&M reports by Gustafson containing
the calculations,of exposures for the returnir~ Bikinippulation.
There was also a call from FHS staff indicating they were trying to
determine if that agency has any responsibilities for the health of
the Bikini natives.

Cost of a bomb - Col. Gomes and I were approached by Mr. Baker of
the Honolulu Star-Bulletin with the question of how much a nuclear
bomb costs. We answered that we didntt have such figures and would
not make a guess although ti Mr. Norwood needed such information it
could possibly be obtained. We heard later (from Mm. Tobin) that
in his talks with the natives, LMr.Baker was discussing paymerits
for damage and one idea was an amount equal to the cost of all the
devices tested at Bikini. TTniswould explain iMr.Bakerts question.

Native attitudes - There seemed to be at least two factions within
the group of nine natives. One subgroup, primarily the older natives
although Jibas was an exception, seemedewnestl.y intent on returnin~
the Bikini people to the atoll and reestablishing their hones. Tne
remaining natives seemed more interested.inthe possibility that there
may be payments for damages.

Scrap disposal - I have suggested that in the conduct of the con-
taminated scrap removal program for near test,islands there should
be radiological safety and monitoriri support. The question of
proper disposal of the scrap will come up. It is my feeling that
disposal in deep water on the ocean side of the reef will suffice
and make the scrap unavailable to native scrap collectors. I
suspect that removal of the scrap will make little difference in the
radiation levels of the cleared islands. I hzve further suggested
that all metal debris should be removed from these islands while
the job of cleanup of contaxinzted scra? is being done. !llniswT1l
avoid much decision making on whether this or t’natitem requires
disposal.

In conclusion there is one problem for which I have concern but no suggested
solution. In talking with the tiust Territory Agriculttialist I learned
some things about the Copra business in the Northern Wrshalls. The
Bikini people have a copra based economy. The natives get about $5.00
a bag or about $240.00 to $250.00 per ton for the sun-dried coconut.

———.—.
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Zyphoon damage to cocor~t ~oves in the Philippines has broughtcopra into

short supply. This is expected to continue for many years, i. e. the
market looks good. Cocmut oil is used in products such as foods and
soap and that part remtnir< after oil extraction is used for animal
feed and fertilizer. Tikes-m-dried copra such as made by the Bikini people
on Kili is superior to the aven dried variety aridbrings a premium price.
The market for Copra frun <his area of the Pacific is Japan. This is due

to availability of trazsgcr%ation. The large processing facilities are
in the Philippines and :n Capan. It was reported that there are also

processing plants in OrsgoZ in the U. S. and in California but no

transportation is now a-:aila-Dlein that direction. My worry is the
fact that one can expec? tz find detectable levels of radioactivity in

the copra, psrticularh~ tl=t gro%m on BikirA Island, and the fact that
the market for this prc~uc< is Japan. It would be disconcerting, to

say the least, to reestzbllsh a copra production capability for Bikini
Atoll only to have a prcbien with the low but detectable levels of

radioactivity showing up in the marketable product.
w
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