3300 to S3500 mmutical miles.
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L Reforence is mxis to Chaizzen MeCone's recent quastions rslative
g;} to the use of Eniwetok Proving Grouni for cartain sissile tests.
é ; On tarch 30, 1960, at a Commission mesting, spprewal, vith cextsin < -
'!g* stipulations, wvas granted for the use of Eniweteh Proving Cround A c(e.g (-
- am & targst sxea for s praposed Strategis Alr Coosmnd exercise. .
This exsrcise, {dentifici as “Hetpeint”, was plamssi as a series Cc,;
of Atlas misnsils firings by the U. 8. Air Yezce designed to check
out the cowplets missile and warhead functioniag (less nuclear (&}\f

compononts) iw actual flights at the missils design ranpe of
Originally, S Hstpeint firings veve

plannad, vith lammchings at Vandenberg Air Texcs Bass, Californis,
ang Entiwetok Proving Cround as the iwpact sxas. - - )

\ -
] _ To data, thers have besun 3 Hotpaint test firimge, all since EFC
Q ; was relesased to ths Department of Defense en July 1, 1960. Atlas

S J. ' mtsstles with u-4
K A ocants

without suclear csmponents but 'DOE
DELETED 7777 THT equivalent of high explosive

July 22, 1560 - erratic, destroyed {n flight
Septeaber 12, 1960 - about 480 mavticel miles shore
September 29, 1580 - adout 1000-1300 nsutiesl miles short dua to

failure of tha booster to separate
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Failure to achieve success in the firat 3 firings has resulted

in a temporary curtailment of ths program whils an intensive review
of missile relisbility is Deing cendusted. It is dalisved that
additional firings will be nade suce it has besn detsrmined that
there is a reasonsble possidbility of ebtaining ths desired results.
Persomnel of ths Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operstions,
Headquarters, U. 8. Air Force, who furnished this information,
expressed the opinion that the Atr Fexcs will have a continuing
tequirement for the use of Iniwstok. As nsw uissile and varhsad
systans srs developed, it will de necessary to check the functioaing .
and zeliability of the systems wader actusal flight comditions (no
auclear componsnts). BEniwetok Proving Cround sppears to be the
best available sits for ths coniuct of tests of this nature.

Alfred D. Starbdird
¥ajor Ganeral, USA
Director of Military Applicstion
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