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.M,EMORANDUMFOR: DEpUTY ASSISTANT SEC~TARy OF INTERIOR
FOR TERRITORIAL AFFAIRS

‘\,.

“\ASSIST~NT GENERAL MANAGER FOR rvlILI~ARy “
APPLICATION , ATOMIC ENERGY COiM.MISSION

SUBJECT :
&

Environmental Statement - Enilvetok Cleanul? - - ‘“ ““
and Rehabilitation

..... -...—

‘1;.,<
;! Attached is a proposed outline of a Draft Environmental

Statement (DEIS) for the cleanup and rehabilitation Of the
,.,~~ islands comprising Eniwetcjk Atoll along with a proposed

..’ :~%$schedule for its preparation and processing.:- The outline
“::$. DEIS indicates.. the general scope o.fthe.content of t’he
‘:”=document with notations in the margin showing the agency,.::.?
.,..:..=.-~+> t’JkLZli is expected to be the principal source of infom@.tiGn..,m,<

..

!

and to provide the material necessary-to complete the portion

: :%$”

j

of the document indicated.
-’$.:.$ ~y “
“<’

+’
~ To comply with the intent of the National Environmental Policy

‘~~[~j::,l~Act and the Council on Environmental Quality’s Guidelines,
.-i:{ the DEIS is structured to cover the entire prcgran for the.:y;$.
~:: & cleanup and rehabilitation and is intended to be published

.$:$2,, as a joint document. At the interagency meeting of 7 Septe:lber,,.
~aa~ 1972, it was agreed that DOD would be the lead agencY in the.,

i ;:’::
‘~’<z preparation of the D3iS.
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LGLS
SU2JECT:

,.
,,

Environmental Statement - Eni\tietokCleanup
and Rehabilitation

Mr. 11.E. Stevens, Logistics Directorate, phone 694-4787,
is clesignated the point of.contact for this headquarters.

FOR THE DIRECTOR:

2 Encls
1. Outline -
2. “schedule

Copy” furnished:
ASD(Ii&E)
“ATSD(AE)
ASD(ISA)

. .

.

7<-G>;F f /@.z.A.c~.
‘-@&H L. DICK}q~T “-

Major General, US=. .
Deputy Director
(Operations and Administration)

. .

.

2“

.“
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DWWT

Responsible
““Aqency

1. Scope of the Proposed Cleanup and Rehabilitation

program

f0rkmYkt5’ tibp.~d 011
A

.

a. Cleanup (make safe “ para 3d
. .

(Brief Statement on the iiltcnded work)

Rehabilitation (Short and long range develop-
DOI based on

b . para 3e

rlent plans for resettlemelit
of Eniwetok people)

(Brief statement on the intended work)

.
2. summary of ImPacts

Sum~arize all impacts of proposed
actions both

adverse as well as advantageous

3. Project Description

a. Introduction - Outline scope and objectives
.

of proposed rest-oration and rehti~litat~on

Description of Area - Eniwetok

.

b.

(1) Geographic - geological-cllmatic

description of Atoll

(2) Flora, .Fa;Jna,and Agriculture
.

●

Associated with islands

(3) Historical background of Atoll
●

.. ● (4) ‘Me Eniweto]: people

.

CLASSI??IED.BY DIR FOR LM7.STICS ,D?:A.
DECL~SSIFY.ON ~5Tl~73

-,

w!!Hi!-
.“

para 4

DNA

DNA

.
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. . . .
f. . .>

.
people

.,
.

(5) Cultural 13ackground of Eniwetok

(6) The U.S. Development of the Islands

for nuclear testing

(7) Present condition of the Islands

(g) Economic and Cultural reso~rces

c. Present Local Environment and Resources

Description of Ujelang-geograp@’l 9eolo?Y#

clinate~ economic and cultural - and the conditions

,.
which affect the living conditions and economy

compared

d.

to EniwetOk. Similar to 3b above.

Proposed Cleanup

(1) Results

Engineering Survey

(2) Cleanup

.
(3) CleanuP

of

of

of

Radiological and

Responsible
Agencv

Plans

Radiological Hazards “

unsafe physical conditions

DOI

DNA/~C

DOI

DOI

(2)’ EcOnomic Development

(3) Social and Cultural Development
.

f: Phenomena or Activities associated with

Cleanup md Rehtiilitation “

DNA/=c

e. Proposed Rehabilitation Plans

(1) Jlaster plan for tuneuse of the Islmds

ExA/Azc

DNA

.“
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... ,- Responsible
Agency

4. Probable Environmental Impact of the Proposed

ActiOn

Proposed Cleanup Pi&ns
DOD/DNL/=C

a. TTPI/Eni%~eto~<

(i) Increased Island Population
- Council

(2) Radiologic Debris Remov~l and DisPosal . -. .

(3) Other Hazardous Material Removal

and/or Disposal

b“. Proposed Rehabilitation Plans

(1) Planning Activities - Development,
.

Land Use, Agriculture

(2) Construction Activities

5.

(3) Operation and Maintenance

Altezhatives to the ‘Proposed Actions

a. Cleanup

(1)

-.

(2)

Materials

●

Return of Islands

(a) Status quo

(b) Cleanup and return

Activities

-.

DoI/T~?:/
EniwetOk

DoD/i)S~/=c
DOI/EniwetOk
Council

- (a]

(b)

(c)

(d)

Council

Method of Disposal of Hazardous

Islar.ddisposal

Lagoon disposal.

Ocean Duping
.

Return to CONUS



.
.> . . . .i .,

(3) ~le%hod

. .

of Periomance

. (a) Troop Units.

(b) Contract

b. Rehabilitati.on

(1) Land use and long range development

Responsible
‘Agency

DOI/TTPI/
EniwetOk
Council

plans .“

Describe various alternatives to the

‘plan proposed and discuss pros and
cons of which ‘lead

to the most advantageous plan
. .

(2) Economic development
.

Describe’ various alternatives to the

plan proposed and discuss Pros ‘d cons ‘f ‘7hich lead .

to the most advantageous plan

(3) Social and cultural development

Describe various alternatives. to the

.

pl=.proposed and discuss pros and cons of which lead

to the most “advantageous plan,.

c. Cost Benefit Analysis of the Various

Alternatives

Provide an economic analysis in terms of

dollar costs vs. dollar benefits (positive or
negati~~e)

to be gained from each alternative.
● .

4
. .

DOD/DXA/~01
TTPI
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RespOnsible
●

Agency

Adverse Environmental Effects which
cannot be

6;

avoided.

a. Water Quality

b. Air Quality

. -c. Land and Lagoon Use Pat$erns ..

Damage to Life Systemsd.. .

e. Threats to Health

z
A. Food Chain

other9“

Relationship between short term effects
and long

7.

term productivity

An assessment of the proposed actions for cumula-

tive and long term effects.

8=
commitments of

Irreversible or irret~iev~le

resources.
proposed action

Identify the extent to which the

DOD/DOI/
AEC/DllA/TTPI/
EniwetOk
council

. .

c-urtails the”range of beneficial uses
of the environ-

ment.

●

✎

.

.
.

.,

. diiiMk- .

kc

DNA/AEC/DOI

DNA/AEC/D~I
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PREPARATION OF ENVIROXi’ZNT.W S’I’ATZYfiNT
FOR CLE.A2~UPAND RE1-X31LITATION OF

ENI\iETOY..

Date

30 I$ovember 72 ;irculate Proposed Outline Draft Environmental
;taternenttO DOI and AEC for Colmment.

c

.- DOI, A.ECprovide cominents.

?rovide outline and schedule for DEIS to DOI
nd AEC ‘fez acti-dn.

21 December 72

73 )01, =C provide inPuts ‘or ‘EIS= - -1 February

15 March 73 ~irculate proposed DEIS to DOD, DOI and AEC
Eor comiient.
(

DOD, DOI, AEC provide comments and corrections.‘ 15 April 73

1 May 73

1

Joint Conference DXP./DOD/DOI/XC to resolve
differences. (If necessary .

I

Brief Eniwetok Council on DEIS.15 May 73

File DEIS with Council on Environmental Quali-iy..

Make DEIS availd~le to Public.
Solicit vie}ts

of other Federal, .State and local agencies.

15 May 73

$

.J
Hold Public Hearings in Ujelang and/oz Majuro

on Cleanup and Rehtiilitation Plan.

Receive coqments on DEIS from CEQ, Public and
other agencies.

E-
15 July 73

Conference DNA\DOD/DOI/=C to resolve comments
and method of handling. (If necessarY) .

August 73
.

Brief Eni%~etok Coupcil on cofiiientsand nteth.ots

of resolution.

Circulate Draft of Final EIS to POD, DOI, ALC
and Eni;vetolcCouncil for conrr,ent.

5 AUgust 73

August 7315

DOD, DOI, AEC, lZniwetok Council provide cGmm;;ks
or concurrence on Final ZIS.

September
b

Septeiriier

73

73

1

..

,

File Final EiS with CEQ and make avmltile to
public.

.

Decis”ion on Execution of clean,up and
rehabilitation plan.

15 October 73 -

CLASSIFIED

DYCL.WSIFY

BY

ON
DIR FOR LOGISTICS,D:JA

09045
15P1ay 1973
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Attachment2.

DRAFTOUTLINEFOR ENVIRONMENTALSTATEMENT

This is in responseto the DNA proposalof December4, 1972,

for a jointAEC-DOD-DOIenvironmentalstatementto coverthe restor-

ationof EniwetokAtoll.

The AEC has consideredthe tentativeenvironmentalstatement
.

outlineand assignmentof responsibilitiesfor draftingparticular

sections.

We recognizethat the timingfor availabilityof radiological

surveyresultsand radiologicalassessments,will imposea delay

of severalmonthsbeforefirmradiologicalcleanupassumptionscan

be started. However,it is suggestedthatmuch of the outcomeof

the radiologicalsurveyand assessmentcouldbe postulatedat this

time for the purposesof environmentalstatementdraftingwith the

ideathat thosepostulatedmatterswouldbe confirmedin the final

environmentalstatement. On thisbasis,the AECwill initially

assumefor the draftstatement:

1.

2.

that the radiologicalsurveyfindingsfor radionuclides

of otherthanplutoniumwill be comparableto those

encounteredat Bikinifor similarlysituatedislands;

that the radiologicalsurveyfindingsforplutoniumwill

not show seriouscontaminationproblemsat locations

otherthan Runit [andpossiblyEngebi]Islands;
*

CXMFIIMEW TO DE WWLA!3SJFIEU
.,
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3,=,/%+0”:’28%’H. R-$AmiwM’ r!//!’9:T:;,...- /iww=w ‘ /(//
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3.

4.

5.

.

-2-

that the overallradiologicalsurveyfindings[including

plutonium)will lead to environmentalassessmentsfavorable

to restorationand rehabilitationfor islandsotherthan

Runit;

that the restorationof Runitwillnot necessarilybe

coveredcompletelyin the draftenvironmentalstatement;

amd

that the subjectof plutoniumdecontaminationwill be

treatedso that Runit Islandcouldbe coveredin the final

statementor in an addendumto the finalstatement.

DMA offersthe followingcommentswith regardto the proposed

outline:

In both Sections3b and 3C the DNA, AEC and DOI shouldassess

environmentalconditions(forUjelangand Eniwetok]on identical

basesso that Ujelangconditionsmay be used as a base of comparison.

The objectivein both assessmentswouldbe to assurethat comparable

environmen~alvaluesare known for the two locations.The AEC would

be able to providein-depthenvironmentaldata on Eniwetokon the
●

a+O\\
basisof about20 yearsof study. Unfortunately,otherenvironments

@

are not as well documented.
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SectionSC. We questionwhetheran economicanalysisof the

variousalternativeswill satisfyNEPA requirementscompletely.The

MC mightbe ableto contributeto the cost-benefitanalysisin terms

of environmentalvalues.

AEC intendsto draftand submitinputson the followingby

February1, 1973: Section3b(6);3b(7)- summaryof the present

environmentalconditionof naturalvaluesat EniwetokAtoll;3d(l)-

radiologicalsurvey;3d(2)- commentson possiblealternatives;

3f - comments;4a.(2)- comments;5a.(l),(2),(3);and 6, 7 and 8.

The followingcommentspertainto the tentativeDNA scheduling

for preparationof the environmentalimpactstatement:

1. It has been the AEC’Sunderstandingthatthe Eniwetok

cleanupshouldbe expeditedas much as feasible. For this
Qn lfilUZv6\

reason,~ of 3 1/2 monthsfor the staffingof the

draftenvironmentalstatementappearsunnecessarilylong

particularlyin comparisonwith the fiveworkingweeks

allowedfor writingthe variousportionsof thatdraft.

It is suggestedthat~
(%@ L

wouldbe a feasibledate

m+that~would allowadequatetime for the staffing

necessary.

2. It seemsdesirable-thatthe draftenvironmentalstatement

be publiclyavailablefor a few dayspriorto any hearings

.
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or meetingson that subject. Pelhapsthe Eniwetokcouncil

shouldnot be briefieduntil at leasta week aftertheyhave

receivedthe draftstatement.

3. In keepingwith a policyof actingas rapidlyas feasible,

a tentativedate of July 1, 1973,or

draft statementis issued,shouldbe

90 days afterthe

the targetfor issuing

the finalenvironmentalimpactstatement.

lhe AEC pointof contactforparticipationin preparingthe

environmentalstatementon Eniwetokrestorationwill be GordonC.

Facer,Ext. 3011.

We look forwardto beingof assistancein thisurgentmatter.

-.

. .

“i#g!m--


