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Dear Pr. Graves:

In reference to our letter to the Executive Agent regarding Operation
CASTIE, a copy of which I sent you last week, the problem has been dis-
cussed in more detail with Stan Burriss who has been with us this week,

He was very helpful in clarifying several aspects of CASTIE, I was in_
formed yesterday that the JCS decided the Army will contimme as Executive

Agent for CASTIE, and that I will remain as Task Force Commander for that
operation,

I coneider the major problem (from the standpoint of Service support)
is whether Eniwetok must again be evacuated., This determines the plen for
basing major elements of the Task Force, particulerly the Air Force Task
Group with their test aircraft, It is necessary to resolve this problem
at the earliest practicable date,
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As you know, the problen of basing substantial numbers of aircraft
on Kwajalein hae caused & mejor readjustment in the comstruction progran
at that station, which the Navy expects will be relieved when we leave the
latter part of December 1952, They plan to tear down the buildings we sre
Yo occupy during IVY, reorient the runway, and in general proceed with their
construction program. Should we find it necessary to request facilities on
Ewajalein for CASTIE similar to those furnished for IVY, a major disruption
of their construction program would result, I feel certain we would meet
with strenuous objections from the Navy,

Aside from the probable non-availability of EKwajalein, the advantages
of basing the entire task force on Eniwetok are numerous, For Operstion
IVY, the requirements for basing nearly six mndred personnel over the maxi-
mum that EKwajalein can accommodate has already necessitated plamning for the
basing of some aircraft at Hiclem which is not the best procedure., The
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: ~:. Hickam plen, 1f feasible, will accommodate only e smell portion of the

: g "overage." Unless we can further disperse our personnel and airplanee to
53 % other localities we may be forced to cut down on the scope of the scientific

: ‘gg: effort, This is an example of the problem that can be overcome for CASTIE

e by basing the entire task force on ENIWETOK, where we have adequate space
Sas

and facilities,
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Evacuation of Eniwetok is heavily expensive in Service support in
that we require & sizable number of ships for this purpose, In addition
to the operational considerations, further damage to the Eniwetok installe-
tions as may be indicated by the "MIKE® results will have to be considered.

I believe the most serious consideration should be given to detonating
CASTIE on UJELANG Atoll, BIKINI, or elsewhere, The problem at WELANG in-
volves the relocation of 158 natives, but I do not believe thig to be an
insurmountable obstacle. There is a possible rad-safe hazard to the follow-
ing inhsbited civilian communities in the vicinity of BIKINI: Rongelap 112
inhabitants, Utirik 178, Wotho 30. However we can no doubt arrange for an
evacuation capability in eack case. Incidentally, the attitude of CINCPAC
has been that he will provide evacuation cepzbilities at those inhabited
atolls where IVY might cause a rad-safe hazard, CINCPAC will have to do the

=ame for CASTIE,
The inclosed ¢hart gives native population strengths at the critical

points, and may be helpful to you.
) Sincerely yours,
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1l Incl: P, W, CLARKSON
Chart - Forward Area Neative Major General, USA
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