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It i» cbvicus from the feregeing that health physielans
and physioists cannot be expested to approve the proposed test om
the basis of complete radiclogical safety - ne matter whether it 1s
held in this country or elsewhers. Therefors, we must adopt a
more practical basis. As a matter of fact this has already beeh
done. Por instance, we no loanger speak of "tolerance amounts® of
radiation or radicastive material becausze the term "telsrance"
implies that no harm would result. We use instsad the expression
mpermissible amounts* which lsaves out the impligation of complete
safety. This philosophy is now generally ascepted and it can
readily be applied to the test under considerstiom. Accordingly,
there will be no diffieulty in obtaining the approval of health
physicians z2nd physicists if the radisvlegical hasard can be reduced
to an acteptable limit. What constitutes an asceptable limit ia
largely a matter of opinion and is influeneced by many factors., The
genersl feeling is that the hasard should be as low as prasticable.
It is odvious that redioclogical hasard weuld be less and mere ‘
agesptable if the test were to be held on a deserted island. The
advantages of holding the test in this country, therefore, must ds
sufficiently greater to justify the odditional hasard. Tn my
opinion the advantages far cutweigh the additional risk, which I.
conaider to be well within secceptable liaits.

Por betiter or for warse, atoals energy 1s with us and we
must live with it. The more experience we have with its rediological
aspects the soonsr we oan solve zome of the problems. This 1 4
particularly impertant in view of the existing international tensien,
which may infliet on us major problems at any time. I the test is
held in this country it will provide information and axperience
urgently needed for military and civil defense, under conditions that
permit long term study of the radiologlieal hasards. 4L the same time
it will make possible a "full dress rehearsal® of civil defense
measures, and the experience gained thereby would be of inestimable
value in case of an atomic weapons attask,

. The question of radiation hazard arising from the presence
of radiosctive particles, was raiszed at the meeting, This is the
great unknown and the main objection to helding the test in this
ocountry. It ie, therefore, importan{ to take &ll possidle
precaukions in this regard. A large sits {n an unpopulated region that
can be kept under clese supervision for a long time, is essential. The
two sites discussed at the mseting seem to fulfill these requirements.
By proper planning it should be poszible to obtain a great deal of
valuable information om the partiele problem itself. I refer here
to information of s physical nature (particle sises, cencentration,
radicactivity, etc... suhsequent pickup by wind, eice) and net to
biological data which entails the lapse of a loag intervsl of time.
The physical and related data alone, however, would be of great value
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in planning defense messures for the immediate future. Better imowe

ledge of the rhysical aspests of the problem weuld be alse,
in planning biological experiments on the radicestive part

aniR

' co: Dr. Shislde Warren
v Drs Walter Claus

I shall summarize the views expressed abeve as follows:

1. The test invelves redislsgisal hasards no matter where
it 1s held,

2, The hasards are greater if held in this osunbry,

3 Wmmmwmhwdm
asceptabls limits. v

L« There are very definite advantages mﬁm;m test
4n this country. . .

L. Therefore, Immndthatthclﬂﬂ”’muct
be made in this oountry.

6 The test shall inelude a tharough study of the partisle
problem and a rehearsel of oivil defense measures, beth

of whioch seuld not be carried out satisfacterily on
the site originally suggested.

with kindest regards, I ms

Yours singserely,

G, Failla
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