
Dear Admiral Burke:

Touuil. lrecalltha tasamault aftbo Archlckrtona-tioQ aftha CASTLE
teat series comdmtsd by JI!F-7 In the Rd,fia In m, the natives of
Rongelap ad Utirik Atolls In the lkrwhall Islad.e Mm exposed to radio-
active fallout. The Atomic Energy Couxisdon, on behalf of the U. S.
Governmxt$ has ax.epted responeibillty for priodic sdlcal exaainrMona
of these mrahallese. Sfnce that tium tham have been fiv9 follm-up
=tid =ILEdJMtiOns COdllCt4d by tb = ti collabaratlon with tb ~
&dlCal Rese42rChInstitute, the Naval Radiological IMense hbordmry ad
the Rrcddumen Mational Laboratory. TbOse exadnatlone Uer8 greatv
facilitated by the ●ssi*e affmded the mdical teams by CIM2PACF13
and the Comanding Offker XAVHAXJAJ.
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An MT ●lso has sufficient power 8upplles of the correct type to
operate the whole body counter and the x-ray equipment.

—

The shiel&d steelroom ”presently La stored at Eniwetok. It can be
on-loaded and secured within three to four days. Thus present opera-
tional plans would require that an MT be on Statlcm at Eniwetok
about a week before the planned departure to Rongelap. It would
return to Eniwetok approximately 21 days later and off-load the
steelroom.

If operational considerations warrant, the examination team could board
the LST at any other designated point in this island system and sitni-
larly could disembark. At least two technicians, however, should assist
in the on-loadlng of the steelroom and its associated delicate electronics
and accompany this equipment while it IS on board.

Assistance from the U. S. Navy in the accomplishment of the abova mission
would be of Inxneasurable value. Accordingly, your approval of the use
of an MT together with the following incidental items is respectfully
requested.

1. Participation in the operation by certain naval personnel, both service
and civilian, Approximately five such naval personnel should accompany
‘the-team, but as yet these m& are undesignated. At least some of the
five will come from those listed in Schedtile A dependent on duties and
commitments as of that time. Your general approval of such detached
duties is respectfully requested. $4N ~mo mc

2. Transportation via F“ATS for all other personnel (Schedule A) of
the team and cargo from Hawaii to Kt:ajalein or other desi:nn~ed
point of embarkation and ret~lrn. In addition to the five I.:c:ioers
of the team listed in paragraph 1 abo-:e t“nereare contm.plated
so~.)efive scientists and six technicians from the Brookhaven
!Jational Laboratory, and one scientist each from the National
Institutes of Health, the Walter Reed I:eciicalCenter, and the
Armed Forces Special Weapons Project. Five to ze~?encivilian
ecolo:ist-scientists from the University of \<ashin:ton complete
the teaz. The total weight of all ned.ical equipment and gear is
estimated at fo’urtons and the volume at 15J C’iblc feet.

3. Transportation and berthing of the above rneSical and ecological
in~-estimators on the trip to and from Rongelap ant!c!urins the
period of the exa.cination~ and collecting.

4. P.ssignment of a Class 2 pric~ity for all FV.TS transportation
required.
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5.

6.

7.

M.r tranapmtatlon Mx8mn Km@lain &r otherc!edgnatd adMrkxtbn
Mnt and Ma$wo, and ratarn, to tramfer thraa&u-Aall#sc (one
JmAioai-practitionm ●d two inkpdm$) and to tran6fw Sevara
mIixsraoftlmmdlc’alt.gMti lkJTlmfartba~of $-@&
chl.ldrenuhlch some a8 controlsfor * RongelapChlkka14

Authorization to all ?kmal Commxsia anrmta to px=ovldeassistance
and aup~rt ta this team af aoientiats aa naede4

Authorhtion of tha Co~r of the LST to on-load tha steelrooa
and other utored mterial at Enlnrtds ●nd eubaequetily return them
i-fthat islami is not designated * tho _ipal station of tha
Vesual.

Yaw cqation in bringing about Ma blomodlclll%ieaiOn Ulll be
deqly appreolatd. M2zvwver, h addition to aatl.sf’yi~the (kmernmntto
rcspmsibilf.tyfor the health of the kkrshallese, pa uill be aaaiatiJx

In 6tudie3 uhi.ch kme Wmmn to be of value to the Deprtmnt of the

Ravy ad t.othe }J3 in-a.hamiq
radiation in.$i.ryd the delsyed

our UrKlfwata.* of-the Zlatw of
effects ef radiatiom

3
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Tcnttitivellsti~ of pemonncl.
qosc li~ted below hEve received

Ccmrmnding Gs?ficers

u.s. —

Additional persnnel are bein~ contacted.
tifo-1 epprovd of their re6pectivc
or Director3
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~i3i’~A.CY ACT LIATERIAL REMOVED
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SCEMX7XZ “A” Contd.

Marsha Xeuulas, M3$lxw
Oae medlctilprectltloaer
% intex-pmters

University of WmMn@On, Seattle, hk8hlr@cm
Dr. FAwrxd E. Held, Ld)OIWtO~ Of %diat ion BioIOL~

Dr. Allyn H. Equour, Labomtory of RmUctim Biology
P.pproximtely four to slx cck?.ltloml scientists mdjor technicians

fnm this tibcmtoxy

s


