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Chief of Maval Operations
Departmant of the Navy
Washington 25, D, C,

Dear Admiral Burkes

Tou will recall that as a result of the March 1l detonation of the CASTLE
test serles conducted by JTF-7 in the Facific in 195, the natives of
Rongelap and Utirik Atolls in the Marshall Islands were exposed to radio-
active fallout, The Atomic Fnergy Comxission, on behalf of the U, S,
Government, has accerted responsibility for periodic medical examinstions
of these Marshallese, Since that time there have been five follow-up
medical examinations conducted by the AEC in collaborstion with the Naval
kEedical Research Institute, the Naval Radiological Defense Laboratary and
the Broockhaven Hational Labaratary. These examinations were greatly
facilitated by the assistance afforded the medical teams by CIKCPACFLY
and the Comanding Officer KAVSTAS.AJ,

The fifth follow-up examinations during February-April, 1958 for the

first time employed the whole body counter, an electronic device far

the meesurenent amd identification of the total body taden of contamle
nating radloisotopes, It proved an unqualified success in that it provided
direct data on the type and de;ree of internal contardnation of a muzber of
the islrniers, It wes also vseful in establishing thit there was residual
redicictlvity presenl in certzin foolds end other roterials, Since it is
Likely thet the current series of tests has addel to the contexira.icn
level of these islands, 4t 48 mcre than ever irrerztive to contimn:e these
re idcal folleov-up stulies and to extend the surve; to a detalled examins-
Liocn of t°  erolorical asrects of these islanii; special attention must

rc riven Lo th - lomnlly cbtalned itens ¢f diet.

s crder toc 8~cor— 14 "y this missic it is procsed that a team of acdicel
" nctlor el ST "’ .5 be ecrt to these i..la“us with thelr re"ai.(A
'~~_i- 2viy s Tlies &t technical assistance. The experience of lac
yoouots erediticn, for Lhik, you gracicisly provided the LST .Fl\....a
LUl T30 ts us to request that an IST again be assigned for trarse
por»ation aml basin- beginnineg ssie tice between the middle af February
&1 tho first of iarch, 155y, ar’ requirin- about one month overall for
coirletion cf L:iasion. An LIT proved to have mapy advantares over otlker
craft, not the least of which was its ability to accert aml secure the
zl=ton shielird cicalrocz of the whcle body counter on its tank deck,
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An IST also has suffficient power supplies of the correct type to
operate the whole body counter and the x-ray equipment,

The shielded steelroom presently is stored at Eniwetok, It can be
on~loaded and secured within three to four days. Thus present opera-
tional plans would require thet an LST be on Station at Eniwetok
about a week before the planned departure to Rongelap. It would
return to Eniwetok approximately 21 days later and off-load the
steelroom,

If operational considerations warrant, the examination team could board
the LST at any other designated point in this island system and simi-
larly could disembark, At least two technicians, however, should assist
in the on-loading of the steelroom and its associated delicate electronics
and sccompany this equipment while it is on board,

Assistance from the U. S, Navy {n the accomplishment of the above mission
would be of immeasurable value. Accordingly, your approval of the use

of an LST together with the following incidental {tems {s respectfully
requested,

1. Participation in the operation by certain naval personnel, both service
and civilian, Approximately five such naval persomnnel should accompany
"the team, but as yet these men are undesignated. At least some of the
five will come from those listed in Schedule A dependent on duties and
commnl tments as of that time. Your general approval of such detached
duties is respectfully requested. SAN BRUNO FRC

2, Transportation via MATS for all other personnel (Schedule A) cf
the team and cargo from Hawail to Kvajalein or other designated
point of embarkation and return., In addition to the five perers
of the team listed in paragraph 1 above there are contemplated
sonie five sclentists and six technicians from the Brookhaven
National Laboratory, and one scientist each from the Natiocnal
Institutes of Health, the Walter Reed tledical Center, and the
Armed Forces Special Weapons Project., Five to ceven civilian
ecologist-scientists from the University of iachington complete
the team., The total weight of all mediczl equipment and gear is
estimated at four tons and the volume at 153 cublc feet.

3. Transportation and berthing of the above medical and ecological
investigators on the trip to and from Rongelap and during the
period of the examination: and collecting.

4, Assignment of a Class 2 priocrity for all MATS transportation
required,
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Se Air transportation between Kwmjalein or other designated embarkztion
point and Mejuro, and return, to transfer three Marshallese {ons
medical mractitioner and iwo interpreters) and to transfer several
mombers of the medical team to Majuro for the purpose of examining
children which serve zs controls for the Rongelap children,

6. Authorization to all Raval Coxmanis enrcute to provide assistence
and suprort to this team of scientists as needed,

7. Authorisstion of the Commander of the LST to on-load the steelrcom
axi other stored material at Eniwetok and subsequently return thea
if that island 1s not designated as the principal station of the
vessal,

Your cooperation in bringing about this blomodical mission will be
deeply appreciated. Moreover, 4in addition to satisfying the Governsent's
responsibility for the health of the Marshallese, you will be essisting
in studies which hove proven to be of value to the Department of the
Kavy and to the A'T in alvancing our understanding of the nature of
radiation injury amni the delayed effects of radiation,

Sincerely yours,
SAN BRUNO FBC

General ranarer

"nzlezure
Schednle A
itr te S .Te lLausi



PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED
SCHEDULE A"

Tentetive listing; of perscunel. Additionel persammel are beins contected.
~ose listed belov heve received informal epproval of their respective
Cocmending OTfficers or Directors

U. S. Revy -

Nevel Medicel Resesrch Inetitute, Bethesds, MNeryland »
Lt.Cdr. I.V. Kins (M5C) USN, Nevel Lieison Officer (not to sccoumpany team)
Lt. Ecrl J. Roth (MC) USKR, Curgeon
Mr. Meynerd Ficher, Electrician Scieatist

Navel Mzdical Fesearch Uait, Calro, Ezypt
{11iam G. Cluiter, KX, U3N. Serv. Fo. Technicien

lievel Adr Steticn, Jecksonville, Florida »
¥, Jefferson Enrdby, 4, USN. Serv. KRo. Technician

Nevel Radiolo-ical Defense Leboratory, Sen Francisco, Czlifornia
Mr. Hymen Hechter, Statisticisn
Mr. Willien Murray, Photogrepher.

14th Nevel District, Preventive Medicine Unit, Peerl Herdor, T.H.
Lt. Jemes P, olan (MC) USHKR, Lieison CiJicer for COMAAWSEAFRON
{not to scocnpeny teex)

U. 8. fr=y

Winlter Reed Medi-~el Center
Colonel fustin Lowrey, MC, UtA, Cphtkelrdlorist

Cciilinng BAN
Diokneven Naticn-l Teborctory, Ustea, L.I., liov ¥orx
Dr. Eobert /. Concxd, Meddenl Deprrir<n., reesn

. Jexes O. & wortoon, Hedicsel Deporininl, Zi-ohysicist
Lr. ¥illlesc olinc, Modicel Depert.cnii, Interules

L.

v, Jemes J. Creenc:-h, Hediesl Depertior @, Todlnjcien

i, Loo Muyer, South Leeszouw Coiltles Hopionl, {ockvilie Coonter,
L.I., Hew Yori, Heztolo is:

T, C. Laéward Trl1l or Dr. RBeruch &. BluzmLer , hationcl Institutes o

iJoelth, Bethosdn, .., Internicl

L3

o1 mried CTUicers, Al Foroe:s . yeoinl Werpons Pro_€ct

L Ol Ay, Zrooiznion, Mlsoourd, ThioD tcconicien

i1 JonT., talt S €l omiiius Tremitcl, Tocodilic J.alT,
L.1., o Tori, Gecihalcizn
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SCHEDULE "A" Contd.

Mershell Islands, Mnjuro
One medical practitioner
Two interpreters

University of Washington, Seattle, Wzshincton
Dr. Edwerd E. Held, Leboretory of Radiation Blology
Dr. Allyn H. Seywour, Laborrtory of Rediction Biology
Approximetely four to six rédditicnel sclentists ecd/or techniciens

from this lsborutory

SAN BBUNO FBC
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