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San rra~risco, flalifornia

D?ar J. Hens:
BEST COW AVAILABLE

m“ . John C. ?urher, 9irectmr of Division of ~iolo:-;~and Medicine Of the Atanic

Zner~~ ‘:om~ission,telephoned tone this afternoon in reply to a call I had
made tioisnorviinuto one of his assist>nt,sjDr. Ch=rles Dunham. Dr. p~~her had
hoped that some of the technic:llneople on his staff ni;ht be available to meet
‘with,youin ban l’rancisco, HQnolILIlor Japan to <ive you any information that
they cculda’noutthe alleged instance of rzdicactivity amon~ food fish in the
markets in ?ornosa, but -~m’ortunatelynone of the people he had in mind.are so
located at the moment thzt they could ret to a meeting place with you at this
,mament.. Howeverj Dr. firher has su~~ested the names of people in Hawaii and
in Tolcvoto whom you mi~ht turn for advice. In EMaii he recommends Dr. Hiatt
of ~iqherins “~esear~~at ~,h- :]nfirercitvof Hawaii or Dr. Sette of the Fish and
‘[ildLife ;ervipe in ‘:auaii. In Tokyo he wc~ests 3r. Tsuzuki, Fmeritus Professor
of %r:erv at tk.eImerial ‘Jniv~rsit, n-hois well i~?omed about,the fisheriesl
situation; or CY. lliyma, alno of th’ ‘!j~~erialUniversity, wh~ is enpaqed in
fjsIIcry research.

Dr. Buqher anpreriates th-~imortance or h~,~inqa person like yourself informed

of the facts in an area -nhererumors are so dmtiful and facts so few, and he
.aut,horizes me to nass certain iafornation on’to YOII =md to say that if he can be
of any flmther assistance you have mrel:~ to “Triteto Mm in Washin<fionand he
will send ‘mlletins and other infornitive natwial. W. %rher says t,’~atthe

in t~ pa~if~c basin a~pare.nt~~icleaof radioactive cent?.nirztionof food fish -
is based on +he fact th~t onp .shinloadof fish that Was located -muchtoo close
to +he ~o~b site did become severelv ront,amiratecibut thiS Car:G ‘J’~tSk~p~ frQ~l
the ~.a~k~tanti“’e~trc:r~$.Of thm oth~r alleged instances, t“-osethat Dr. WTherls
oeople have been able to run dcwn have ~-rovedto be cases in which inexperienced
noo~le ‘~sin;~delicate l~’lor~torycounters hcve described radioactivity which
“m.1].rstof all was of such 10-,7 -:radeas to be of no bioloqicd siqnificanc”,
and secon~ly‘wasprobah,lyprciuce(;@ th+ wrist-l~ratchesof jbo~e doin~ the

measuraents r~th?r than ‘he fish th.-.txere beinc measured.
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