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Your letter af gctober 3~ addressed to tlm Atomic Energy Cmmission~
asks for informatian m the effects of atomic warfaI’oon fresh and
processed foo(is.

To the best of mr ‘.mot&Age, such offcots have not been studied
uuring any d our nuclear weapons tests~ although the U. S. Food and
Xug :,dministrationhas nade some tests with drugs.

:leithertha Jztmi.c inergy Commissionnor tim !?edmd Civil Mf’enm
it~ttiitistratim has felt that any real purpom mulct be seined W
studies on fmd because ‘W results can be estinatd reasonably
wdl fl-onknown facts. lt is not tO ‘beexpeoted that radhtion$
whether :amna rays or neutrons, acting m foodshffs will produce
any deleterious results or toxic substanoes~ evan though the foods
were close enoii@ to the explosion to receive large doses of
radiation. ~t ~~ mc ~-1more lih~ that M food would be destroyed

‘aythe dast, mt Iifit did survive it would be perfectly edible
as far as ef..’ectsof )rirzarym secondary radiation are concernech

M concern, ,20wever, is the possibility that the foodstuffs would
‘beconmated ‘withradioactive debris fmm th@ M*. Dust drawn
into the i’ireballSZZJ-oecoms .Y&.@lyactive, and if this falls on
the food it creates a :moblem as a surface contamination. That is$
the food itself is tIotadveree3y affected, but the OOntaminatiOnt
if present in Mg k concentration, should not ~ ingested.

.pv33u2w3iJq- WGd or packaged foods could ‘beopened ‘as-ptic-p
and the cm tents wouid be edible. Som diffzmlty might be
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encountered in pealing conta&ated potatoes~ Wt one JUightassume
that if &Ll washable contar~natlonwere removed, very little would
rub off’duri~ p@diHgo Leafy vegetables present a further problem.
It has been found that such haves are cleaned onlytith great
difficulty. One could only wash such vegetables as we31 as possible,
then monitor them to determine whether the radioactivity were SEKW
enough to be ingested safe3y.

It should ‘beemphasized that the more presence of meaaurmlde
radioactivity does not make food or water unfit for mmmpt$-on~
Absorption of atomic debris frmnthe intmtind traot is xdative~
low, so that considerable quantities mn be ingested without serima
hamrd. Enolomd are twu technical bulletins prepared by the Federal
Civil imfense Administrationwhich dimuss WJ3 phase of your
problem.

It is poasihle that the Quartermaster corps of tlm U. % - has
acHxmAAy made 9onkeetudlm m foods sub$ected b atomic exploaima$
abo~~ ~~h * i~~ no info~~t~on. You may wish to inquire of’them
I believe that the inquiry should ‘beaddressed to office of the
Quartermaster Corps~ 2300 South 20th Oreet~ T%i2ade@Ma0

I hope that this discussion may be of some value to you.

Malt er & Claua
chief, .3iq!?hysic3 mulch
Division of 3iologyand Mxticine

Enolosurea - 2
1. FCi)ATB+U+
2. FCDA TM3-8
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CC: Mr. Corsbie, CDLB
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