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Dvar Dr. Donaldsoni

I an able to add very litils to your observations of sheep in the
vicinity of Groom Mine. You will recall our squad consisted of
aleven men in six vehicles and was often separated snd reunited in
various combinations during the course of our work. It seems quite
possible that one or more of the U.C.L.A. = A.E.P. Blologists «
Joshua A, Lee, William Rhodes, Jim Watson and Jamses T, Scanlan -
may have made some ovservations that I was unable to make. Crig
field notes were reviewsd and either submitted for use or destroyed
before leaving Mercury, however, I do not reeall notes of sheep nor
do I recall seeing dead sheep either before or after the shot,
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My observations were limited to s flock being rcunded up and apper-
ently culled - about 11 a.m, on “arch 2k » by two or more men on
horseback at & point near State Highway #25 about 12 air miles E.N.E.
of Bald Mountain, The location was near 3tation 26 ss indicated on
a map (Figure 1) of U.C.L.A. Report #243, As I recall, notes that I
made there weres limited to radiation tackground and orientation in
respect t0 permanent landmarks, The radiation level was very low if
above background level at the time, Progressing southeast we had
left the fall-out cloud st least ten niles earller. Kermit Larson's
isoactivity curves will show that background levels lowered by at
least a factor of twenty in the area south of the sunmmit of the
Timpahute Rangs, near Lincoln #ine., I was impresasd by the emaciated
sppesrance of some of the sheep but was litile surprised when the
condition of the range was considered. 7Ths westher was very dry, no
grasses and few annual herbs were eveilable. I »esall that the nmost
sucoulent and apparently palatable plant life was the toxic "loco-
weed” that grew most abundantly down ths shoulders of the highways
there. Hr. Rhodss, previocusly mentiocned, may be able to give posli-
tive confirmation of tixia as well as reporta on other flora of the
region at the time,
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Dr. Lauren R, Donaldson “w2e ' Novezber 18, 1953

I have had recent correspondsnce froa Dr
the saxs subjest. I will send copiss of
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I was interestad in your comments of progrews &t tiw University snd
ot Hanford sud your plans for sucosssfal ressared ia the Pacifis,
mmmmmwatwmmmuummm~
wusly onitted. _

Best regards to all.
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this lastter to him and to

Yery euly yours,

Technical & Mamufacturing Division

ecy n'.PmlA..hman‘/
Dr. Lec K. Bustad
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