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Dear Ceneral Senter:

Upon the recommendation of the General Manager and the approval by the
Commission, the project kmewn as "Catwisl® is to be accelerated and

given a first priority statos, It is alse recognised that while certain
portions of thls project can be performed hy contrastors, the special
talent, compotence, and interest necessary for the succesaful completion
of this study are to be found within the staff of the Commission itself.
Accordingly, the standy will be conducted in the Division of Blology and
Medicine by the Bionhysics %ranch. Dr. Forrest Western will be responsible
for the active conduct of the study program.

The objective of Project Gabriel (cimestEINzCTwgNWRE) is to determine
the practical limits in the utilization of atomic reactions, especially
in weapons. These limits are those at which the accumlation of the
end-products of the reactions would be seriously detrimental to health
and the normal balance of populations.

In order to obtain the factusl evidence upon which such a study must be
based, the Division of Riclogy and Medicine las spensored, during Lhe
past year and a half, an extended series of investigations by various
agencies and organisations which should, whsn completed, give us reliable
information on the meteorological influences controlling falleut of

bomb delris, the uptake of fission products by plants and animals, and
the ultimate degree of hazard which may be occasioned by such materials.
The accumilated data have assumed imprsssive proportions, and the time is
ripe to initiate the intensive study now plaimed. In order it ensure
that all pbases of these investigations are properly considered and that
all pertinent data are obtained for the study, it seems desirable that
there be an advisory and consultive group which will asake this program
one of its chief interests. This will be designated as "Task Group
Gabriel® and will be assembled from time to time by Dr. Walter Claus,
Chief of the Bophysics iranch. It will not only be asked to review
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critically those portions of the research program now in operation, ut
also to recommend such additions as may bs desirable and to review ths
findings and conclusions which result from various phases of the study.
The medical and biological implications and interpretations of the
physical findings of this study will be reviewed by the corresponding
staffs of the Division, together with the avpropriate liaison officers,
bafore the final reports are sutmitted to the Commission.

It ir anticipated that the Task Group will, from time to time, find it
convenisnt to visit some of the installatians and to engage in such
other travel as in its Jjudgment it finds mcessary.

This Task Sroup would benefit greatly from the active participation of
Colonel George Taylor of your Comsand. If this 1s agresable to you, I
would very much aporeciate your designating him for this responsibility.

Sinosrely yours,

John C. Dugher, M.D.
Director - e
Division of Biology and Medicine

PaSe Due to the urgency of this matter, Task OQroup Cabriel waz called
together for its first meeting on April 16 in my office. ‘e very
much aprreciate the fact that Colonel Taylor was preasent at that
reeting,

cc: Dre Claus
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