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1. E. #allen, Aquatic Biologist, Environaental
Sciences Branch, Division of Biology & Medicine

RADIOCACTIVITY IN SALMOW

SOloL: REs:1aw BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Dr. Yoshio Hiyama of the University of Tokyo and the Japan
Atomic Energy suthority called and asked if I could meet
hin dewntowm to discuss a problem he did not wish to write
about or talk about over the telephoma.

I vent down om Memorial Day and he told me that they had

8 Japam-wide progras for collectiom of wvarious food samples
for radiocsctivity. Ome such sample was 12 salmom takem from
a commercial fishing vessel ip the Japam ses. Although the
stated place of collection was off of South Korea, Dr. Niyama
said that their fishing vessels sometimes fished in the area
which was restricted by the Russisus and morth of the stated
location,

The tweive salmom wars measured by their gross beta counter

and found to coatain "such’ more radiosctivity tham any other
food item he had sver ssssured, inciuding the tuna following
“Mike’ shot in 1954. The species of salmom is ome that spends
a relatively short time at sea and its migrationm pattern is
wall known from tagging. Ne beiieves that the specimens must
have come down = Russian river and become contamimated by
excassive radicactivity from soms unkmoun Russisn source. The
activity vas mainly from shoxrt lived i{sotopes amd as yet they
wers unidentified. Nis chemists are amalyxing the ssked samples

for spescific {sotopes at present.

He was very cemcernsd that mo official oxr published inforamation
be givem out aimce it might result in tremsndous loss of bduainess
by salmon industries similar teo the tuma scars in 1954, The
actual levels of radioectivity were not dirsctly dangerocus when
averaged out as a “populatiom’ dose.
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1 suggested that I talk to Dr. Lauxen Donaldson on June 9, when
I plan to be fn Seattle, and that Dr. Donaldson request samples
of fishes. Dr. Hiyama was sure that without such a lettex the
Japanese press would be too imquisitive as to why he might be
coliecting addirional salmon samples. He will send ssmples to
Br. Donaldson on an informal basis, as a Uaiversity exchange,
for duplicate analyses.
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