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Files Octobsxr 7, 1959

I. E. Wallemn, Aquatic Riclogist, Emvirosmsmtal
Sciences Iranch, Division of Biology & Medicine

RONGELAP FIELD STUDY

tour night before I left by beachiang tha jloto om Rougslap Islet
for a final losk at the msny experimental areas and to pick wp fils badges,
x~zay film and small equipmmat prsperstory te the 1§ year absence frem

the Sept 1 -
pexiod when Dr. Neld and Mr. Morris wars togethex en the Alote they
becams good frisnds and esch respested the sther's sbility.

One very uafortunate iacident by a Navy cvaw will be reported threugh

channels. It goes sppreximstely thws: A jedut bemy, Airfercs, civilian
aspping team (Rirsa} was operatiag on Kabells is Nerch when the University
of Washington sprimg visit was mede. Although this group wes apparsutly
mot cleared through the Trust Territory, they were guits halpful amd did
a0t deatroy amy af the projects or eguipment used in the Rougslap study.
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Tiles -2- Octaber 7, 1959

In May the matives reparted to Neil Morxis that LST 748 (USS Clark
Countyi!1) was inside the Rongelap Lagoon. No clearamce had beon
ebtzined from the Trust Territory and this skip was apparently ordered
to clean wp behind the Nfiran group. Thay did the very opposite of
clesniug up ou Labelle. They were malicicusly destructive, breaking

wp all giass and wetal parts on the Univeraity of lashington Lysinetexs,
tearing down drain pipes from the Kabelle cistexn and ripping out markers
snd axperimental plots vhenever located. The littered beer cans looked
iike ths remeins of a large two weeks party om ths beach. 7The mometary
loss was comsideradble and valuable dats waa lost forever.

mﬁucmmymmwmumsmm:mmyscmm
of the Kniwetok AEC effice is making a report through Ray Imens, Branch
Manager, and their chamnels.

1 would stxongly sdvise continuvation of the Romgelap study as soon as
clsarance te 40 »o ¢an be obtained from tha Trust Territory. Invaluable
informstion is being collected concerning atoll ecology as well as a
contineous surveillance of radfation decay in the islets.

Attschment :
Atcll meps

eerpr. shilling
——r. Whitash
> '». Weichold
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