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: Health Hazards of Opcration Castle, T. L. Shipman, 'L D.,
Healtli Division, LASL, 6 iarch 1953

This is in somewhat belated reply to your wonmo of 13 February 1953. 1
have purposcly been slow ir answering in order that 1 micht hove full
opportunity to discuss the matter thorcughl= with those people whom I
consider the best authorities on thesc rroblems. iy comments will be
general rother than specific and will »erhaps cover a good deal more
territory than wss actually required b rour reoguest,

is far as actual health hazards at Operation Costle are concerned, there
is not much one can sav oxcapt that ther will be siailar to those at
previous Eniwctck operations only more so. T::c possibilities and the
dangers of fall-out should be no greater thin hns been the casc in the
past. ith detonntions of hirh yield it beconss extremely difficult

to nredict the shapc and location of tie fail-cut pattern, Some
material obviously is coming dovn somerhere, and there can never be

any positive assvrance that some of this will not land on inhabited
islands or on ships of the Task Forcc., If this does hanpen, it creates
an annoyins sitnation, but in all probebility not onc which can in any
way be regarded as truly hazardous, It must be adritted that some
wmeertainties regrrdine this motter still exist, and if 211 conditions
were just right, it might be possible to prodrce o situation more than
arnoying, ~t least in the imeediate vicinity of the shot islands,

One situation which will be somewhat cif
involves the necessitv of having ships o
nated watcrs. It is difficult to asscss the zuount of trouble this
might cause, but examin~tion of the pertinent date from Operation
Crossroads indicates thet the contemirstion which will be acquired by
ships operating in such waters may be o nuisarce but will not approach
hazardous conditions.
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