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Civen H. Dugger, Safety & Fire Protection Branch, April 20, 1954

Thomas L. Shipman, M. D., Health Division Leader, LASL
BLOGD COUNTS FOLLOWING TEST OPERATIONS

404560

Until ve get into the field of massive doses of rediation (25 » to 50 x,

at least), blood ocounts are of absolutely mo valus in determining the
presence or abssnce of exposure to radiation. The principal value of
routine blood counts is to detect as early as possihle the existence of
some form of blood disease which might possibly be attributed to radiation,
This is the reason why we like to have blood counts done on test personnsl
before a test starts. There is little or mo actual wvalus in repeating such
counts again at the completion of a test unless one at the start shoved soms
abnormality. It would be my recommsndation, therefors, that EGiG, as well
a&s other eoncerns in a similar position, should require all their employees
to bave annual physical exsaimations oarried out by a competent physician.
These exams should include a complete blood socunt and a ehest X ray.
Actually, for a firm like EGSG this is no more than good business practioe;
most of their workers are valuahbls to them ths year arcund and most of them
represent investments which are wortih proteoting.
are terainating their employmsnt at the alose
undergo a physical exam including blood eount and X

exams would mot be pecessary.

Wherever possible, it is advisable to bave periodic sxamimations of this type
performed by the same physician. Some peopls in the NOLG crganisation might
1ike to have theirs done in Boston, soms in las Vegas, and possibly soms in
Albuquerque er Homolulw. I would be very bhappy, Af requestsd, to assist
BGAG in setting wp & comprehansive physical examimation program to sover all
of their employees; I am sure that such a prossdure would be a thoroughly
Justifiahle expense. o , . .
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