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SUBJECT: THYROIV DISEASE IN m::surmm

buring the Februwary 1964 aonual medicel survey of the Mirshillese
1lclenders expossd to fallout fram the Mcrch 1, 1956, shot over
Bikini, thres youny tsensgers, 13-14 years eld, vers foual go have
podules fn their thyreid glends, Yhe medical tezm felt that two of
them should heve fmmcdiate thyreidectomies, amd thass operstiocas wexe
successfully carrted out st the Maeval Hospitzl ec Goam with the full
cooperition of the Trust Territory pecple snd the medical services

of the Popirtment of befeass.,

The pathological diugnoses wers pepillary adancerrcinome, a wmelignent
tumor of the thyroid. The progassis, ¢f courss, is wacertaia, dbut .

. ¥he gsuryeons are rcported to hawve felt chat they msy have Temoved «1l
' the meoplsstic tisswe, While this taformetion bas aot been transmittes

. Tormally, {t is regerées as veltiebls, 1t fs plannsd that # tsa ysax
“summary of the health stetus of Lhe expossd Mirshsllese, including

these Teceat davelopmants, will be prepsred fer prampt publicstios im
a prominent journsl such a2s the Journsl ©f the American Medical
#sseciastica,

Preparctions &re mow going shesd te have the third child with s
smsll nodule sperated on 23 soom as possible, TYhe estimsted doses
te these thyroids are seme 100 ¢o 175 vads externel gesma plus 109 go

150 zeds from sbsorbed radielodine.
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Siace the spontanssus occurrence 8f twe, and possidly thres, easas
of tiyrold meo, lesm emong the sm2ll padar of sxposed Murshallisse
ehildren iz ®o5t unlikely, thasc sbasrvitioas will prebshly give
rise to comment in verieus quartsta, JFer this Peasen, At soams
desirable te sonslider this mottar as tantsiive wntil the documented
dete are in hand, VYou aud the Comuinsion will be inforwmd promytly

&t thrt time,
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