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Those present at the meeting included: . ~from 1"‘... Drs. Bond, Cronkite,
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Cohn, end COnard' from DOI, Janice Johnaow from LTTA, Drs. Burr (who

chaired the neetina). Weyzen, Forster, and Mesers. lay, HcCtaw, and others.
Conard gava a bandout of suggested topice foz uioeusaion along with

copies of some pertinent materiasl and then preaentcd 8 reviev of the

evants occurring in the recent medicsl survey in the Marshall Ioleands

in Kem 1~April, as background for topics to be diodu;sed. A brief summary

of discussion of major topics follows. b

BEST AVAILABLECOPY .

Puturc of BNL Medical Program in the Marghnll Iglandg ,

_ With D;: Knudsen, the resident physician in tha ¥archall Iclands,

leaving the progranm at the end of the year, and rctirm:.nt of Dr. Conard
scheduled for January 1979, recruitment of. one or more physicians for. the
program will be necessary. Should the positio:i of resident physician be
continuéd? Ia it pecessary to continua four yeerly visita 1o 'P.c:‘.::vlnp ‘
and Utirik? The following alternatives were discussed:

1. Becruit two physicians to relieve Conard and Foudoon £ad continue
the program as before. The resident physician might to acquircd on a
year-to-year basie with the help of some group, such c3 the Univeroity of

r . . C
Hawail or the Public Health Service. | DOE ARCHIVE

2. Bave coly eme physirian 4n the program wuo, is eddition to adminie-

tering the program from BXL, would vie{t the islcnda biaanually for a
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medical survey in )urch-April. The Trust Territory would, hopefully,
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Septenber checkup on ths people and organize and i::.r-y m'it the 7m\la1 C |

' | v
111 1n for the other quarterly vieits to the outer {elinds.

3. As in 1, except recrun 8 paranedic instead of a physicien

-~ Ve

[}

to be in the islands, and make the quarterly visite including asaistnnce
to the physicien on the September trip and the anpual survey. Alternat!}ve

3 seemed to be favored. _The concensus vas tbat qurrtcrly trips chould be

. continued if poseibl'e. BNL would explore Eutthqr theso poosibilitics. It

wag pointed out that if the quarterly trips were cbandoncd an explenation ! -

1 o~

1]
‘to the people would be necessary.. In any event, a8 letter to Oocar deBrum

concerning the future status of the medical program would be depirable.

The question was raised as to whether, from the rescarch pofnt of view,
ERDA might have gocteh "nearly all the mileage" out of tho progrem and
another otgmizatioﬁ migh_t.take over. It was pointed cut that with the
'mctéésing developoent of hypothyroidien in many exposcd pcn"ple and the
continued development of thyroid nodules there was, if anything, an in-

!
crease in research interest in the progran. ’

It wus agreed that ERDA should support furthor trainicy of caa or Lore
Marshallese personnel, perhaps at the University of Dx:all, to participate
in the wedical program in the felands. Such training would be pricarily

for general health care, but also include some espcete of radiation and

ite effects. Purther exploration of this program chould be pursued with

the Trust Territory. :
- DOE ARCHIVES
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lottor to the Mariptrate of Utirik | . ‘ o

At the time of the March cuﬁrey. the Utirik Oounfu requcotcd a

letter as 800n a8 possible as to vhether 'ERDA would obta&n a rcliof
physician for Dr. Knudsen in order for continugticn of kho quar *rly !
visite to their feland., 1If ; no replacenent uaa intcndéd they stated

they would attempt to locate ] doctor of their own for this purpoce.

A draft of a a letter to the Nagiatrate of Utirik vas presentod and

nince there was some objection to the wording of the letter. it vas to
l.

be revised by ERDA.

XX %

The ERDA answers to the letters from the peopla of Rongelan pond Utirik

It vos agreed that ERDA needed to revige tbe-ptcacnt drofts of the

angvering letters in the light of the results of thig echting and recent

- '
events,

. | .
Response to Bakal and Bakal (law firm) letter reearding pendipn

*sult by the Utirik people apainst ERDA . ;'

An answer prepared by ERDA lawyers at Las ngco‘wan reeds The
letter outlined the éoncern and support (medical, etc.) cf the Ctirik
people by ERDA (AEC) over the years,

BEST AVAILABLE COPY:

Thyroid Control Study

It was pointed out that more information was badly nzeded on the
general incidence of thyroid abnormalities in the wnexposcd Marshallege
people in order that findinge, particularly in the Utirik population,

could better be evaluated with regard to radiation czposura, 'Buring the
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thi.a program further satioua eonsi. aration.
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past lurvay, Opne 300 unoxposed pwph of- Utit!k nu ‘Rongelay tfbra inc.luded

S R TN

in a thyroid sur -ay. It vas poincc.d out: that rbero nlght‘be perb'pa a
Yy SR
dozen people in ths. nex; two yura' mfthis grnvp on m. thyrold .,ur;;ery .-

-

i
would be indicatod. It vould be deeiubh have ;hrsa putiento ‘teken

A1)

perhaps to Triplor Amy Hospital in Bonolulu, uain_-; ths samg uurgcon and

.pathologiat: vho have been mvolveq in the progmn. DBER agmed. to give

.

Briefing at DOI LU -
Tos DOI represcatative guggested 'that a bricfinc of Mr. A, Vinkel

(new Lmh Comxissioner of the Trust Territory) aad liza. Ruth 1'an Clove

-

(new Director of Off_ice of Tettitori'ea,at DOI) by coma IRDA representatives

. v o
would be helpful, particularly prior’to the UN mectings 49 Mew Yo;k. -One

of the topics to be diocusaed would be the probl&.s ascc.iathd vith the

Congress of Micronesias PL-5-52 (concerning certnin ho,pital beneﬁta to
Rongelap and Utirik people). 7re ie & disparity beu.c:n the Congreas
bill and t.he ERDA-TT agreement vhich would seem to indicats o possible

. ¥evision o,f the bill, COn,gteasma‘n Balos haa 1nd1 d that ho folt that .

such a revision would bo required,

BEST AVA!LABLE COPY

Bx gratia cormennation bill for Rongelap rnd.llr_lr."'\ penmnln

At the rcquest of DOI, an updated sumvary of radiccl fiadingf)/sg ARCHIVI
prepared. It was pointed out that the 1lists of pcople with {indings were
continuously being added to. Only 23 of 65 exposed Rongelep people now
living are not listed as having thyroid sbnormalftfes. The EOI repre-

sentative recavked that the so-called Burton bill was &n ema{bus bill

/7.".
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Unfort\ma;:ely, t ¢hangc
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in the v:::aion pnnncd. It 13‘ underst

: cuggestod befoh the Bmotg considera

. . e
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il‘l . " - ~f' : _"i .:‘

Annual mdical ch-ckupa on Bikin

- eovarlng aavaul dit!fsmnt Hatshlll uhmd ‘cm:pm"t«hr copies. inclualnz_
ey the ex gmtia %mauon of tbe Ron

* injuries.’ The bu\} bad ready been’

gehp ;md L’f;‘zlk reopln for ..;:di .‘lon

approvcd oy the nmwa of chr c.ntntives. ,

in vord!.ng euggestcd by mm had not been 1nc1uded

ood that some chenzes mey: still be

~- 0

tion of t}m bill. .

1 and Eniwctnk pr‘nple A o f

Since the BI}ini and Enivatak pe
the time of the accldant. a8 18 true
medical examinacione would not be jus

effecte. Homvet, the viev has been

ople were not expoced to radiotion at
of the Rongelap aad Utirik people,
tified on the basis of poasible radiation

expressed that th‘e"a di*placed people

should be conoidex;ed &3 a special group of Marghalleoe, and the fact that

they will be living on mlqnda that have been contq:ainntcd would uarrant :

annual medical checkupa for paycholog

" nothing wore, / It vas noted that the

that the n:n. dical group viait then;

._,gpbli,cly orp acd di..Mpolntment tha

ical reasons (rens..urance) if for
Bikini peop;e hava reavssted by letter
; alao that Congreacman Dalos haa

t the Rniwtak prograa docs ot -,

include mdical examinationa of the returning people. Thae Chafrman said

that DBRR uould give this subject further consideration and report on

their conclusions later,

BEST AVAILABLE COPY

Biossssy propram - Bikin{ and En

DOE ARCH‘WES

ivetak

Bikini - 4 iettor to Dr. Liverman was prescated with tables of 13705

ad pu findinr,s. The incmase in 137

Cs body burdeno of the Bikini pcople

. )+ 1
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_t' /(10—12 tlma thc 1974 lc vlth some peoplo ncnr tha ’SI’C) vdn cc:::zidered

, t 'Y sertom fgndmg, m» ycople admitted that th"y: cd l:ﬂen eattng A3
] Hp g
forbiddan pandanus ¢nd bmadfruit vhich could uccount Lor tﬁo hcma.cd

ta .body ?urdqm Qvith rcgard to Pu,: the ptobler.a usociat“d wia.h ’cotting

’
-~

N RO nuffic.lent urine smlon for analynia by "clean" technigus, go mco-*ended
h by TTG group, vas mtlonad and further conaideration ust be given to
acquiring adequate amqplea. Tha Bikini situacion vouJ.d Mcd c:uci‘ul

. conaidcration by tha ncv standins committea to be for**d as dcacribed

belov.»

i Enivetak = DOES thinks 1t urgent to have whole body counting done

{ ©On the returning Bnfvotok people within several montho. It vag agrecd

\
1

, that BNL should arrange to have thig done, using the existing vaole-body
.

counter trailer which vould be set up at Enivetek, Coct for ncw qlectronic

equipment wou,'l.d be provided by XRDA. The present: bioassay program (1nclud-

T p———— o —— WP P e e cwr e o
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-dng sick call by physicians) would continue at Biking for tha present, but

S S

the Bnivetak bloassay program would not be connected with physiciang.

— .

The aubject of bringlng some Bikini pe0p1e to New York for 3 vivo

. .
—

e ..'A' -.;';".
'Am counting at NYU vas discussed -and the opinion was ezpmaaed that tile :

might caune undue concern on the part of the Bikiuimw The possibility

- — e

of btingins non-Bikini people back for counting was suczested,

; | 'BEST AVAILABLE copr -

, IVES
Deciaion-making reeponsibilities » RN DOE ARCH

§ oo

Respensibilities for i’adlation assessmont in the lhfrahell Iclands

in BRDA hez baen divided between DOES and DICR. DOLS gathers radfolozical

data fror . ‘:vrent laboratorfes (BNL - Terveotrial, University of

1%
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The naad for a standing conmittea for ovorau evaluatioa of tbe - W
eaviree, >ntal agd personnel radiological monitorlng data vas c,,mod to

% be urgcmt. Perhopu botb intra-agency. as vou u mtcvz-asenov, eomtttcea

"‘,- ’y )
‘v:lth doci.sionmnkin po-.-ora vould bo ncieeuoory.g 'nm L*’"A *m:u t..:a .auld

carry out st least annual revievs of radiological data @l the Cb_aiman

advise on recommendations and neceaaary action. ¢

: . Robert A, Conard, M.D, -~ S
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