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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON 25,D. C.

Admiral Arleich A, Durke, USH wowe

Chiaf of ligvnl .Teretions
Departaent of the Hevy
uwgshington 25, W C.

Dear Adcdrel Xorles

You will recall that as a result of the Necch 1 detonetion of the CASTLT
test serics conlucted by JT7-7 in the Tacitic in 1941, the natives of
Rongelap end Utirlk I'co.us in tho rarshall Islanis were exrossd L0 radice
active fallout. The Atocic Tnergy Coziission, on behelf of the U, S,
Government, has accerted responsibility for yericdic medicsl em:inztions
of these Ihrshnll.caa Since that time there have boen five followery
eiical exuminations couucled by the A'C in cclleborstion with the !hval
T} Modioal Fesearch Institute, the mval Fadiclogical Dofense ladboratary anc
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© o] the Drooihaven Hationnl lalxratoary. These exardnetions were greatly
eggrmumbytmmmwmzmMcumwmmmx

<« *gauit.tn(:maiimcrﬂmm TAl.

3& The fifth follow-up exaxzinations during Felwuary=ipril, 1955 for the

3 uifintumwgluyadﬂnuholebmk;m,wemmmfa‘

\&| o the measureuent snd Liatificwtion of the total body bLurden of contsacde
P, gmu:gra:iiomqu. It proved an ungualificd success in that it provided
& §jdirect deta on the tyTe and decree of internal contacdnetion of & musber of
= Uithe islanders. It wes also vocful in establishing thot there was roaiduzl
= Qiradlmtlﬂwpmtineemufoodsmoﬂnr retorials, Since it is
= oY lMimely tixt the curromt serics of tests has edded to the contexingtion

loweol of those islanyis, it 15 oore then ever Loerative to contime those
asilog]l followenr gtulles en’ to exteni the smurvey to a detalilod exardnne
tion of thw ecolopionl aspects of these islaniss srecial attmti.on et
be given to the loml'lyobbaimulta:sod‘diet.

In order to sccocrlish tds wission 1t is prorcoed thet s tesx of aaxdicel
and ecolorioal specislists be sert Lo these islands with thelr required
equirsom, supplies anl tochmicsl assistance. The expsrience of last
yoar's muon, for vhich you preciously yrovided the 13T *Tlhwuas
Count; ", rroats us to request thet an 1ST smin be aesignsi for trance
rortation ani tasing beginning saw tise botuedn the sddile of Felruary
and the firel of barch, 1755, and requirine alout che aonth oversll for
coaplotion of adssion, 4n LUT prowd to have many advartares over olloer
craft, oot the lemst of vhich was fts ebility Lo accert anl secure the
cl=ton shielial stoelroon ol the vhole boaly coumnter on its tank éeci.
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42 LEY 2lae bt sailiziest pewer uppling of the sorrett Sype A
oparats Che whole hody swuistar and the a-ray egulpemant.

Toa shielded stoslcaom pracently is stared st Baimtak. It sox W
an-lobded and setured withis thres to [ear days. Yhaz presant spers-
ticmal plear would veguive that es IET ¥e ta Fiation st Eniwmtek
o4t 8 wek befare the plesaaf departors to Zemgalep. It wenld
rstarn to Knisetoh sppraxiostely Il éayy later ant eff~-1lnad the
etoelroan.

1f operatisns] somriéeratisns wecraat, the szaziaetiss teim £o.1¢ byacd
the LET 8% any elhar dasignateé paint Lin thin {xlsad Fycton Aand gini-
tacly siald dicawbark, AL ledrtl Rwo beckhmizisas, Bawtver, should gaviyl
is the en-loading of the stesisere and 1t: Susocistsd feilcota glactiranlien
and sccompansy thiz sgalpmat hlile {2 fs oz doard.

dexistanse Iren the . £, Ravy (2 e arccuplisdemsal of the &0 sirsios
sould by of bmssssevabla velus. ZAzcordingly, your appreocal of the vss

of sz 1T topether with the folloving iscidautai Ltems S5 rospactinally
regats tod,

1. Perticipation fa the wpocstion ky csvigin meval perraonwsl, »oth ssrvics
and sivilian, Approgimatsly Itve segd naval peramansl shousld sctospany
the tedn, buf & Yot thasre oan sTe sndssignidted, AL lzesl zook 97 the
five ¢ll) coms Erow thase listed in Lehedule & depaadent «n d-ties and
exmaitmants 3r ol tbat tize. Your grooral gppreral of soch dcteched
Gsties £& recpsctizlly requested. &“

. Traaspsrtation eie KETE for all ethar parcommel (Febmdsls 1) of
ths tenr and cavys iram Bosaii to Exajalels or sther dwilgnated
point of eabarsaticon eal return. In edditica te the {ive wembars
e! thi toan licted in parezrapd 1 skow there ace conteapiated
sous five seientisle acd six tsehaliisas foom the Brockherm
Rativadl Laberatory, Ind ome stientist sash fron the RMylional
Institutes of Bealth; ths Nalter Rsed Hadieal Conter, and tha
Avead Toress Kpecial ¥seposs Froject. Pive Lo zuven cliviliam
stalagistestliontistes from the Ualvarrity of Faakington stapleta
thi tedm. The totsl wight w1 all medissl wgaipannt and peaxr is
eriinated ot foor tom onéd the veizme St 138 gublc fest,

3. Tramppectatlier Sad borthing of the &4 eadicel £ad exelogical
taresrtigetare wm tha ITip t2 ant {rom ﬁmasl? i during the ‘
perlod s fbx exsuindtian: aaf collescing. e ST COPY AV B

&, breizmcpat of & Clazs 2 prisvicy for all LATE trearporiatiss
gw@ite‘o

149



Admirel Arisigh A, Purke el % 958

S, Afr tremspertation detwesa fwajalein or sther designated enberistion
palnt and Majwro, and yeturn, to tracsfer three Harshallese (ome
medical prectitiensr ani two izterpreters) asi o trasafer seversl
meshers of the mdionl tesa to Mejwro fer the purposs of
ehildren which serve as cantrols far the Rongelay ¢ildren,

6. Authorisstion to all Rxval Commnds smroute to provide sssistence
and ouppory S0 this tean of scientists &3 meeded,

T« Authorizstion ef the Commnder ¢f tha 1ST to on~load tha steelroon
ant other stored matorial st Fniwotok snd subsequently rutwmrn them
17 that island 1s not designeted as tho princiral station of the
vessal,

Teur eoopersticon in bringlng about this bicaedical misaion will be

‘ Joreover, in sdditien to satisfyisg the Oovermmatts
Pesponaibility fer the heslth of the Marstallese, you will be samisting
in stodies wiich have Iroven to be of valus to the Depertasmt of the
Novy ant ¢o the AL is advancing ow wnlderstanding of the mature of

Hr %o 2,7, lousi

Sincerely yours,
BEST €OPY AVAIL ABLE
Generel igmezer
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SCHEDULE "A"

Tentative listing of personnel. Additionsl personnel are being
contected. Those listed belov heve received informel spprovel of
their respective Commanding Officers or Directors.

U. 8. Bevy

Havel Medicsl Research Institute, Bethesds, Meryland
Lt. Car. I.Y. King (MSC) USN, Havel Limison Officer (not to eccompeny
Lt. Earl J. Roth (MC) USER, Burgeon tesm)
Kr. Meynard Eicher, Electrician Scientist

Noval Medical Research Unit, Cairo, Egypt
Williem G. Clutter, HMI, USN. Berv. Ko. Technician

Rovel Air Station, Jacksonville, Florids
¥W. Jefferson Bamby, BMI, UEN. Berv. No. Technicien

Roval Rediclogicel Defense Leboratory, Sen Frencieco, Californis
Mr, Byman BHechter, Statisticien
Mr. ¥illiem Murrey, Photogrepher

1kth Eavel District, Preventive Medicine Unit, Peerl Harbor, T.E.
Lt. Jemes P. Nolan (MC) USNR, Lieison Officer for COMHAVERAFRON
(not to sccampany tesm)

G b by | LY

Velter Reed Medicel Centex

Colonel Austin Lowery, MC, USA, Ophthelmologist
Civilians '

Brockheven Hetlonsl Leboretory, Upton, L.I., ¥ew York
Dr. Robert A. Conmrd, Me@ical Department, Team lLeader end internist
Dr. Jemes 8. Robertsom, Medical Dept., Biophysicist
Pr, Williem Wolins, Medical Depertment, Internist
Hr. James J. Greenough, Medicel Depertment, Techniclan

Others

Dr, Leo Meyer, SBouth Ressau Commmunities Hospitel, Rockville Center,
L.XI., ¥ev York, Hemetologist

Dr. J. Edvard Rell or Dr. Baruch 8, Blumberg, Estional Institutes of
Health, Bethesde, Md., Internist

Undeslgnated Officer, Armed Forces Specicl Weaspons Project

Nr. CQlyde Bipe, Camdendon, Missouri, Chief tcchnicien

Mr. Irving Jomes, South Heeseu Comuunities Hoepitel, Rockville Center,
L.I., Rev York, Technicisn
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BCHRICLE "2" Coutd.

Marehell Islands, Majuro
One medical prectitioner
Two interpreters

University of Vashingtom, Beattle, Wsshington
Dr. Edvard E. Held, Laboretory of Radistion Biology
Dr. Allyn H. Seymour, Laborstory of Rsdistion Biology
Approximstely four %o six edditional scientists snd/or techniciens
from this laboratory
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