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BEST COPY AVAILABLE:

SUBJECT: RECENT INFGRMATION ON THE STATUS OF THYROID DISEASE IN THE
MARSBALLESE EXPOSED TO FALLOUT FROM THE BIKINI TEST OF

MA4RCH 1, 1954

The following updates the {nformztion on this subject with respect
to our lzst memorendum dated Mey &, 1966 (copy sttached).

The five czses mentioned on pege 2, paregreph 2, wvere brought from
Rengelep to Brookhsven during the latter half of Mzy and zcaoitted to
the Medical Depurtnment on Mey 26, 1966. 2After thorough evaluation
they were transferred to the Kew Englznd Desconess Hospital, Boston,
for subtotal thyroidectoumies. Following operation, they were returned
to Brookhaven on June 11, discharged from Brookhzven on June 16, and

returned hone.

£11 vithstood surgery ezsily znd have exhibited no compliczticas
except the expected hypothyroidic stzte which is to be trected by
daily orel zdministrzction of appropriate thyroid hormone. 411 the
patients were females with present zges of 46, 20, 15, 13, =z=nd 13,
or respective eges of 34, 8, 3, 1, znd 1 Years £t time of exposure,
211 showed sdenomatous goiters with noéules verying froxz one large
single nodule to multiple small ones; oune pstient kad a £3211 nodule
vith Hirtie cells which, while anzplastic, are not necessarily

neoplastic.

US DOE ARCIIVES
326 U.S. ATOMIC ENERGY
R _ conmIssion-

{Box gcziu> .
Folder HH‘!YS o) \!o""\




.

covy

-2- Nyd, 15¢6

Fifty-five of the €9 vere on Kongelep Islend «nd received cstincted whole
body doses of 175 R plus possible doses of 70D to 140D rea to their thy=
roids froa the fcdfofodines, The 1ea-fafng 14 (six vere 1-10 yerrs of
fse) vire visfting ocn /tlicgnse, # nesrby felsnd, ¢nd reccfved esticsted
doses of 69 R whole body exposure, plus less certsin but probibly sonll
thyrotd d:ses, Kune of thte six children who vere on /1liaga-e Love thus
fer developed ncdules, po thet tha fncidecnce of nolules rmcoag tie 19
oore heevily exposed cn Bongelsap when 1-10 yeors cld {3 13/13 or €6 pere~
conty Tvo of the thiee cdults were ca Keoagelap znd one wzs ca Z2iliogare,

Thus fir only six of the &bove, Incluldfng the £lult found ta heve cincer,
heve been subjected to surgery., Toe curreat plens £re to bring five of

the rex:ining 19 crres to Brookheyen for further diegnortfc ttuly znd
poscidble curgery Curing My 1966, One is & 4LE-year-old &lult woztn and

the others sre girls preseatly 15, 13, 13, and 20 yeirs o}d., They will be
accozpeni{ed by the Rongelep schooltecchzr who vill wst &5 Interpreter, The
trevel end trestment of these people hos besn developad with the covperztion
of the Foanareble Vilfred Gollng, High Co=zlesfonsr, Trust Terrlicry of the
Prcific Ielands,

411 these Mrashrllese presunbly have been trking tetrefodothyrcatne, &
eynti:etic thyroid horosne, for the lest seven coathe, Toe inteat of the
thezipy 18 to prevent ead/or couse reiressica of the ncodules, S.ot sucicess
bk s beeq seen, but v 18 too soon to drew conclueicns,

Forty children vho wore on Uririk ot the tfize und received estic.t:d doscs
of 14 R plus proportfcaately easller fateirncl thyrold dozes were ezuslined
for nolulexr thyroids; nsae wvzre fouad,

fzcog 194 unerpezed controls why eie now 1iving on thise (slen?e, three
crtcs of thyroild nofules were found, 211 in réults more thea 47 yeirs,
Uther forms o thvroid disecse vere not secn,

You will be kept {nforzed of the prorress of these stulies; the ncxt note-~
y2riby fte2 vill be the elinfeczl #ré peossibly surzicel fiadiaze ia the

five ¥rrehellese eoxine to Brouokhuven,
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