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Oﬂice Memomndzmz 'UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO :.

THRU :

FROM

SUBJECT:

SYMBOL:

A. R. I.uedecke, Ceneral.lManazer LEne May §, 10%
A. Termmero, Assistent General I enager for

Pesearch and Industriel Developazent

C. L. Dunham, M.D., DL , PIvigtoq o
Biology and Medicine A’
SEVENTH }MEDICAL SURVEY OF THE MARSEATL

E24: HDB

The a’ctached ia Dr. Conerd's summary of the latest survey of the
health status of the Marshall Islanders carried out ipn M=rch 1960
by Dr. Fobert A. Copnard, Brookhaven I'ational Lsboratory.

It 15 & pleasure to note that no evideoce of biomedical radlstion
effects =re reported.

Dr. Conard seems to heve solved very effectively the probleas
creeted by the former annual invasion of the Islands by a too-
large survey party. The cooperation of the locael medicel con-
tinzent was effective and geperelly setisfactory. ,
AL ert

Ery
YRS
ot
““!,

DOE ARCHIVES



IASSIX¥IED

BROOKHAVEN HATIONAL LABORATORY
Associated Universities, Inc.

Upton, L.I., N.Y. .

Dr. Charles L. Dunhem, Director
Division of Biology and Medicine
Atomic Energy Commission
Vashington 25, D. C.

Dear Chuck: ) ;

I would like to briefly summarize for you some of the highlights of the
recent survey. Everything really went very smoothly and I was guite pleas 3
et the fipe spirit of cooperation shown by the Trust Territory officisls.

Bill Scott {medical technician from Brookhsven) and I arrived at Kwajzlein
Harch Gth. Dr. Ezra Riklon, the practitioner at Fveye, had rounded up
about ten Fongelep people now residing there for exemination. Drs. Fennel
end Shippey, in charge of the Kwajalein Hospital, were most cooparsative
and elloved us to use their fscilities for the exsminations. They vere als
kind enough to loan us several items which we needed for use at Fongelap.
Mr. Willism White, et present the DISTAD assistant &t Kvajalein, when you
probably recember well, was elso very helpful. Be had our three medical

boxes which had been shipped in custody.

The Lavy flevw ug to Mejuro op the 12th. Dr. John Iemen, the medicel
practitioner vho has teken Dr. Hicking's place at Majuro, hed rounded up
several Fongelap people to be examined es well es & few children for height
end weight measurements a&s part of the growth and develorment comirol group
These exezipetions were co:np_leted the following dsy. DOE ARCHIVES

Mr. Meynard Feas, Dr. B. B. Macdonald and I carried out final arrangements
for the survey at Rongelap. The survey team consisted of the following
people in eddition to Dr. Macdonald, Bill Scott end myself: Dr., Ezra
Rixlon, Dr. Issac Lanwi apd two techpicians, Kiosen and Sabio, and in
eddition, Dr. Jaffe and ope of his dental techniciens went along to carry
out dental exzmipstions. .Mr. Rees also accompenied the group. Be went
along apperently to look into the agricultural situstion on Fongelap. We
sailed on the Rogue, the Trust Territory cargo ship, on Wednesday morr’ng
the 16th, erriving at Kwajelein one day later where we picked up Dr. Foras
and our three medical boxes which conteined mainly the electronic Coulier
counter end leboretory eguipment. Ve did not sail for Rongelap until the
afternoon of the 18th since, in view of Csptain Robert's unfemilierity with
Fongelep legoon, he wished to arrive at a time when the sun would be to his
btack es ke entered the lsgoon in order to steer through the coral feels,
¥oen ve dropped anchor inm the lagoon off Rongelap villege on Saturdsy after-
noon, Mr. Letl Morris, the sgriculturalist who had been living on the islend
for the past year, aod the nev pegistrate (Foos) cene sbozrd. FEros indiceted
thet the Fongelap people vould like to have & meeting end ask us certaln
questions bs;ore co_aencing with the e.xalin.ations.
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Therefore, Mr. lNeas, Dr. Macdooeld end I wet with the people for an hour or
50 that efternoon. Meny of th? seme types of questions ceme up that have
coze up in the past regarding their present health status, ete. They vere
particularly curious &s to why the AEC medicel team had joined forces with
the Trust Territory medicel group and wented to know if this was en ipdica-"
tion that they were well end required no further study. It was explained
to them that since the Trust Territory doctors were their usual doctors, it
was thought better to combipne forces for the annual examinations and this

d not pean that further examinations were unnecessary. The subject of the
coconut crabs was reintroduced and I essured them that we were examining
these crabs at intervals and as soon as they were safe for eating, ve would
let them ¥now. This continued restriction on the crabs seems to irk them no-
end. Toere were only ope or two people, chief of whom was jNE the health
aide, vho seemed to be egainst being exemined. (He later agreed to dve

exenined. )

The rest of that afternoon was spenot in setting up the laboratory end
orgenizing the scbhool building for the physical examinatfons. Tr2 next day
being Sundey, the exeminations weres not started until Monday. Oa }Dpday
norning the people flocked in 4in greater oumbers than we could ka-=2le and
their attitude was entirely friendly end cooperative. There were only ope
or two at most who would not cooperate. We carried out the hexatological
exezinations which included WBC done on the electromic Coulter counter, end
spears were taken and stained for differentials, besophil counts anl alkeline
Prosphetese determinations. A btrief history was taken by Dr. Er—i anid
Drs. lMacdonald, Isasc end myself carried out brief physicel exe-irstions on
ell the exposed people. A limited nu—ber of urines vere colleciei for reiioe
chenicel enalysis. There were no ceses of cancer, leukemia or azy oiker
- significant findings on exemination of the exposed people, nor vere there
any elevated white counts which were significant. .

* appeared to me that the attitude of the people was, if anything, better
this year. There seemed to be some vegue knowledge on the part of the
people of a possible sult sgainst our government end this was mentioned in
the meeting referred to. Fowever, they did not seem to have eny specific
facts in this regard and indeed appeared to be very 111 informed ebout any

details of the suit.
DOE ARCHIVES

Fr. leas met wvith the people on several occesions 2nd inspected their
agricultural progress. He was pleesantly surprised at how much ks ectuelly
been accooplished and seeced to feel that the attitude of the peonle was
much better then he had expected.

Ve seiled for Kwajelein the evening of the 2Lth, stopping by Lae Ai0ll en

route and arriving at Kvajlalein on Ssturdey rorning the 26th. We caugat
a8 Ecwaiian Airlipes plene (vhich has repleced MATS) back to Eawelf the

tollowing night.

In conclusion it appea.red to me tbat the survey as cm’&ed out with the °
'I‘n.\st Territory this year vas highly successful end from the point of view
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of everyone concerped, is & h.appy solution to the problem. We are investigat-
ing the possibility of taking the steel roos eloog next year in the cargo hole
of the Roque. I hope this w17l work out.

1 hope this brief resume will glye you some of the highlights of tbe survey.
Warmest regards,’

Sincerely,

Robert A. Comard, M.D.

DOE ARCHIVES
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