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17 SVBJECT: THYROID DISE/SE 1N ROICLLAP ISLANTRS P
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During the Februiry 1963 amusl medfcel survey of the Nershalless .- =
Islandlors exposed to fzllout from the Morch 1, 1554, skot over —

. Bkial, three young teanigers, 13-14 yesrs old, were fouad to hive .
nolules {a their thyrold glands. The medicsl te:a felt that two of .
them should hive {nweliste thyrolluctoales, and these operatfocas vers .
successfully csrried out at the Meval Mospital on Gu:a with the full =
¢ooperation of the Trust Tercitory people &nd the medical services

of the Departoent of Definses . . .DOE ARCEIVES

v -~ The pathologlcal diagnescs were pzpiliery sdenocarcincma, & malignent
_ tumor of the thyrold. The prognosis, of course, s uncertafa, but. -

i .
1 tha surgeons sre reported to have felt that they may deve removed all -
4 tha n¢oplastie tiessue. thils this fnformatica hzs not deeca transmitted

Pd formilly, 4t is regarded as velisble, It {s planned that s ten yoer

1 - suonrry of the health status of tha exposed Marshallese, fncludfag -
thess receat develerments, will ba prepsred for proapt pudlication ia

& proainzat Jourasl such as the Journal of tha Americsn Medfcal

Asgociatfoa, - . o

Preparations are now going abead to have the third child with a -

.. . saxll ‘nodule operated cq as soom as possible. The eatimated doses
R I : ~ to theze thyrolds ere some 100 to 175 rads externsl gemma plus 103 to
B - 150 va’s {rom absorbed radiotodine, -
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. a:.nc. tha -poataneou occurroncc a! tvo. ond poutbly thru. cuu
~of thyroid neoplecs umong the suall musder of exposed Mzrshallees
children {# most ualikely, thess observaticas will prodedly give -
rise td comment {n varfous quirters. Yor this veason, ¢ scems
desirsble to considsr this matter a8 tentstive uatil tha documcated . 7 4
¢sta are in hzad, You and thc comlnlca wlu bo lnforn-é pronptly *'.‘l LI
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