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Ojj%eMmwrtindztm,. UNITED STATES GO”VERNifENT

To” Y A. R. Luedecke,C-eneral:)kager

,$.

May 4, 1960
‘.mRU : A. ‘E.rnaro,Assistant Generil ].!e.nagerfor

Research and Industrial,lkvelo~ent
mox :

F

Mology sndl(eMcf.eQfljj~4 ‘ ,’
C. L. Iknham, M.D., D1 .C

SUBJECT! 6EWSNTii l~,ICAL SURVEY OF THE YARS!LUL mm

z3Y13BOL:~.~1:~B

.,. ,

The attached is Dr. Conardls summaxy of the latest survey of the
health stetus of the N!shsll Islanderacarried out in Krch 1960
by Dr.RobertA. Gmami, BrookhavenNationalLaboratory.

It is a pleasure to note that no ewfdence of biomedical radiation
effects are i-eporte&.

Dr. Canard seem to have solved veqy effectively the problems
create& by the former annual Invasion of the IslJmdsby a too-
lar~e survey party. The cooperation of the local medical con-
tlngent va6 effective and gene- satisfactory.

At.taciment: .
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BROOKEAVEN h.4TIoNALLU30RATORY
AasocffitedUniversltles,Inci

Upton,L.I.$ N.Y. ;

Dr. Charles L L_, Director
Division of Biology and Medicine
@omit Energy (!-o~ission
~;&8hi~On *8 D. C.

Dear Chuck:
.

I vould lfke to brief- summarize for you some of the ~ghlff&s of the
recent survey. Everything really went “very smoothly end I vas quite pleased
at the fine spitit of cooperation 6kmrn by the Trust Territory officials.

Bill.Scott ~medlcal technician ?rom Erookhaven} end I arrived at Kwsjalein
F!arch$%h. Dr. Ezra R_illlon,the practitioner at Ebeye, had rounded up
about ten Fbngelep people nou residing there for examination. Drs. Femel
and Shlppey, in charge of the Kvajalein Hospital, vere most cooperative
and allowedua to use their facilities for the examinatlona. They were also
kind enough to loan us several.itens vhichwe needed for use at Rmgelap.
Mr. WiM_ism White, at present the DISTAD assistant at Kva.jalein,whom you
probably remember vel.1,vas also-very helpful. He bad our three pedica.1
boxes which had bsen 6hipped in custody.

The I~w?yflew us to MaJuro on the Eth. Dr. “John Iaman, the medical
practitioner who has taken Dr. Hickingts place at Pajui-o,h,+ rounded up
se-ierd.F~~elzp peogle to be ex~ined es v’elles a few children for height
~a weightmee~ ents as part of the -i-okthand development control group.
These examin&tions were completed the ..l.lowingday.

Mr. ltayaardNe=, Dr. H. B. Kacdoneld end I carried out find. ar~ement6
for the survey at Fongelap. The survey team consisted of the follokting
people in addition to Dr. Macdonald, Bill Scott endmyse~: ‘Dr. Ezra
Riklon, h-. Isaac bnvi and two technicians, Kiosan and Sabio, and in
addition, Dr. J.dfe and one of his dental.technicians vent along to carry
out dent.d.extizzt.ions. .M.r.1:=ssalso accmpeded the group. He went
along Epp~2tly ti look into the ~~rictiturd 6itUi3tiOn on fingelap. Me
sailed on the Poq~e, the Tmst Territiry cazzgoship; on h’ednesdaymorning
the 16th,=riwi~- at Kuajalein one day later vhere we picked up ~. Ezra
and our three medical boxes which contained nainly the electronic Chulter .
couzter and lebo?=tory equipzent. We dld not sail for Rongelap until the
a?.emoon of the l~th since, inviev of ~ptain Fabert’s unfmilierity vith
%cgelap Iqoon, he tished to artive at a tk~ vhen the sun would be b us

back as he enter~ the lagoon in omier to steer tbro@ the coral ~eads.
L’henve Cropped ~chor in the legoon o.Y FongeLsp vil.l~e on Sattiy EP.zr-
Doan, Kr. ];eil]2.TIs, the ~Sric~tU%list who ‘=d been ~ting on the islend
for the past year= md the nev n@stEte (Eb3s) c.=e Eboefi. 523s iniic=text
that the Fangelap people ”vould like to have a meeting -d ask us certain

questions before co~,enci~ v-lththe examinations. . .
.,. ..
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Therefore, Mr. Keas, Dr. Hacdona.ldand I met tith the people for an hour or
60 ttit afternoon. 1%.nyof th> .sme types of questions ceae up that have
coae up in the past regerding their present health status, etc. They were
particularly,curious as to why the AZC medical teu had Joined forces with
the !Pmst Terzzitorymedical.group and h’entedto know if this was an indlcn-’.
tlon that they were weXl and required no further study. It was explained
to them that since the Trust Ten5to~ doctors wem their usual doctors, It
w,asthought better to combine forces for the annual examinations and thi;
d;d not nean that further exaninntions were unnecessary. The subject of the
coconut crabs was reintroduced and I essured them that we were examining
these crabs at Intervals and es soon as they were safe for e&ting, we would
let them how. This continued restriction on the crabs seems to irk them no
end. There vere only one or two people, chief of whom wasctbe bedth
aide, who fie~ed to be c@inst being exe-mined..(He l~ter agreed tobe
examined.)

The rest of that afternoon was spent in sett~og up “the laboratory and
organizing the school building for the physical exsminatione. The next day
being Sunday, the examinations were not ‘starteduntil Mmday. On l.kmday
mornlog the people flocked in In greater nuabers than we could handle aml
their att~tude was entirely friendly and cooperative. There were only one
or two at most who would not cooperate. We carried out the hematologlcal
exaninatioas ~-tich included WBC done on the electronic Coulter counter, and
s~ears were taken and stained for .iifferentIsds,bf.sophilcounts and rdkaline
pbosphstase determinations. A brief histo~ wzs tcken by Dr. Ezra and
hS. l~=cdon=ld,16aec end myself cerried out brief physical ex.~~nationa on
el.1the e~se~ people. A ltiited ❑cber of urines were collected for radio-
chemicel eD+\-SiS. There were DO c~ses of ccmcer, leukemia or q other
si.ni;icant f~ndings on exa.ricetionof the e>+-sed ~eople, nor -..eretlere
EOY elevated xhite counts which vere si~fic~

It ap~eereclta ne thsitthe attitude of the pecple was, if =yt~ng, better
this year. Yz?re seined to be so=e ve5%e knovledge on the part of the
people of a Fessible suit ag@nst our govemaent and this was mentioned in
the ~eeting re?erred to. Fkwever, they did not seem to have any specific
fact~ in this regm ad indeed eppeared to be ve~ ill infom.ed ebout any

details of tks suit.

l!!.l:easr,et.lth the people on severel occ=sions end inspected their
a~ricultural F.W,ZRSS. Ze was pleasantly surprised at how much h-d actu~
been accoapllsked and seemed to feel th~t the ettitude of the people was
nuch better then he had expected.

\!estiled for 7:wajaleinthe evening of the 2~th, stopping by’Lae Atoll en
route end e.rri%lngat Kva.jaleinon Sstumiay mrning the %th. h’:caught
a P=VSII~ ~lr~ices plme (which hes regleced 1.LIT5)hick to E=-<ti%the
follo..ing night.

In conclusion it epg?exed to ne that the stir<ey
Trust Territo~ tMs year ves highly success~

-3-

es carried out ●qth the
end fron the ~int “of view

PRIVACYACTMATERIALREMOVED

..-



., ! (-*-

.— ..-

WC IJL3SIFIED

. .

Of everyonr$”concemed, is e happy solutfon to tie problem. We are lnvee.t.lEnt-
fng the possibility of t.aki~ the steel mom along next ye- in the cargo hole
of the FQque. I hope this UII?2vork out. .

,-

1 hope this brief resume will giye YOU som of the highlights of the suxwey.
Warmest regards,

Sincerely,

.-.

,, F’abertA. Cmani, M.D.

.—

-.


