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Dear br. Koyl s

In your letter of M2y 2, 1955 you esked tre Cozzisslon to advise
tie Departrent of Btate of eay deta sdittional to that provided
in our letter of Decexter 2, 195k reiarding steps tekea to fulfil
the U.9. Governrent's commitioeats ta the Harsbell Islanders sd-
versely affected by tLe Harch 1, 1554 nuclear weapcus teet in
order that tiie U.S. Delegetion to the Bixteenth Session of the
U.K. Trusteeship Council can give s full and sstisfectory report
on tke subject.

As you know, the Cormission's letter of Decexber 2 to Secretery
Dulles outlined in soze detail tLe status of seversl cajor pro-
crass teing underteken to essiet the lershall Islanders. Eloce
that time the Coxmtesion bes canstructed a redio transczitter end
receiver ca Ulize Islend in Hejuro Atell end a radio traoszitter
and receiver, mix ferily unite end tvo storsge buildings et Jebor
Island in Jeluit Atoll. It wes 8150 originally plsoned to erect
a redio transsiiter end receivinz station s wvell &8s build a
storage heuse and repsir two others on Xili Isleand. It wves
lszter determined by t:e Bigh Cocmissioner, Lovever, thet tters
w28 0o leager a need for & X111 redlo stgtion. Construction and
repalir of the storece houses on K111 Islend wss not undertaken
by ti.e Ceocission because edverse vesther canditicns did not
permit lsnding of caterial end perganel on the Island. The
reteriel for this constructicn wes left ca Jsluit, and we
undergiend thst the Government of the Trust Territories nov
feels trat tuaere wvould te Cefinite pdvoateses to heving KilL
inrabitents construct the tulldings thezselves.

In Jaauery 1555, tie Commissicn conducted a radislopical survey
of Rangelsp Island end exszined soil samzles, crsbs, stellfish
and foodfish, and such edible flors a8 cocoouts, paadnnus and
axrrovroot. In our letter of Decexber 2, the Cozrissicn ststed
it ves our viev tiat the residuel level of redfosctivity would
decey to irsignificence ellcoving tce resettlecsnt of the rative
ca treir hooe islond by Bey 1955. Tois nas not been pcesitle,
Lovever, becsuce tie siellfig: end crabs, whick constitute en
{rporteat pert of the rutives' diet, still eoatain unsefe exou:
of redicectivity. Furtierrire, the portiern islands of tle At
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are still gufficleatly redicactive so thst persons living on them
vould receive radistfon exposures soceviat above thoce reconzended
by tle Bationnl Corzzittee ca Rudietion Frotection end the Interna-
tionsl Coxaission on Rediclogicel Protection. I en ettoctuing for
your furtler inforzation on this point coples of letters exchianged
by the Deputy High Coxmiscioner of tLe Trust Territories evnd the
General Msncper of the Atozle BEaergy Cozniesion.

As you know, tlLe Coxmisslon has sccepted the responsibility for
periodically exsnining tlhe Rongelep nutives g 8 roitine precau-
tionary messure., In karch 1655 e second mcdical recheck vas

conducted under the lesfership of Dr. Fucene P. Croakite of tre
Cozzlesion's Brookhuven Kationnl lLeborstory, accozpanied by Lt.

Crir. Semuel D. kcPoerson, £n ophthslmdlogist presently oa duty at

the Ravel Felical Hespitel at Pethesde, end Dr. Charles L. Dunten,
Dejuty Director of tie Cor:icsion's Division of Bioloyy end Kediclne.
TrLe survey teas fourd that tue Rongelepiens ere in excellent general
bezlth witn the exception of m fev irndividucls suffering fros chronie
diteeces vwilch vere yresent yrior to Merch 1, 105% end urrelsted to
the fallout incideat. A1l individusls' wk{te blood ccunts fall within
tie nermal ran;e, &lthough tie ceen for the entire group is soewnat
below that of the control gopulstion. ALl skin lesiocs have Lealed.
Dr. MePuerson, et tle request of tie netive opLtlz2lmologist, perforzed
s nunmber of ceterect operetions. Koue of the cateracts, lowever,

vere releted to tie effects of tie Earch 1, 1554 fzllout,

It wss 2lso polinted out in our earlier letter that the Counissioen,

in cooperation with tie Trust Territory &rnd the University of Eawnif,
vas investigeting the possibility of urnderteking certeln agriccltural
rrogrars to incresse food productioca for the Mereisll Isleriers. Ti.e
Coazizsion nug offered to essist the Governzent of the Trust Tersri-
tories io eny wvey possible in researcres direczted towerd crop io-
provezeant in the lzrsuell Isianig, but, thus fer, no specific
rcgeest Les bvecn received by tie Comzliscion four ecsisteace.

For yo.r informstion 1 e&x mtischipg & list of tle msjor catezories
of ex;enditures incurred by tne Cuzmzission for tue verious activities
covered in tzis letter. In eddition to these, ve understend tue
Cozzanier, Joint Tesk Force-T will keve expended §$133,253 by June 30,
1555 for rerebilitation of tie Farghallese, $50,355 of which wves
reimbursed to the Camzission for constructicn of housing ea Ejit
Iglend in the Fajuro Atoll for t:re tezjorary resetitlemeat of tre
Fongelepiars,
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I hopa the Inforpation set forth in this letter wil) acsist thLe
Departnent in preparing its rejort for prescatation at the Trustes.
ship Counci} this manth. '

et

1 hive tuken the ltberty of seading copies of this letter to Becretary
Vilson and Secretery McXay,

Eincerely yours,

Coairsan

Enclosures

Kr. David MoK, Eey
Assistant Becretary
Depart=ent of State

ceC:

Secretery Wilson
Secretary McKay
Chairman
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ML FXPEXDITURPS INCIDEAT TO RATIVE REMASTLIZATICR = UPEFATION CACTLYE

1. Beptezber 1954 Vedical Re-exarination $ 9,000
2. Jaauery 1955 Nediological Curvey 3,300
3. Karek 1555 Hedical Ke-cirainztioq 3.3,000 26,140

b, Coastruction of Frcilities on Uliga
sub Jebor Islunds aypraximately

:

. Totsl expenses turouga Juue 3D, 1955 (ar5.) $34,100
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June 6, 1955

Honorsbvle Delrns H. Nucker .
Deputy High Coxzissioner Tnrui Director, laosular Affairs
Trust Territory of the Pocific Islunds Divisfon -
P. 0. Box SLi2 . Office of Territories :
Agsna, Guam, M, I, Department of the Interlor

¥eshington 25, D. C.
Dear Mr. Nuckert

Tris 1s written i{n reply to your letter of Koy 9, 1955, in which
you recomzend that the Rongelepese bLe kept at EJit for at least
tootner six mpopths in tre hope tiat st the end of this period the
rediocetivity in the shellfish £nd crebs wiich ccnstitute such en
iogortent port of Lhe Roncelepese diet cay rave decressed to &
level wuich nales tuese foods safe for coasunption,

Tre results of the most receat radiologlical survey will te fully
evaluated in the very near future, ia order to escertedn hLow firm
our preliminnry estinates are. In sny event, ve will coaduct a
resurvey early in the fell of this year, follcoving vhich we hope
to be eble to give you & clecrer fdea of precisely wren it would
be safe to return these poople to their hons atoll witt & ninima
of restrictions on treir activities.

As to the matter of the $1300 & moath for support of the people
80 long es they rezein st Ejtt, I heve requested thnt JIP-7 coa-
tinve to rrovide tiese funds.

Sincerely yours,

Kenneth E, Fields . - :
General Manager - - - o oL,
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