i ol . 40E1LBO

Auzust 3, 1970

%X%y: US DOE ARCHIVES ¥
“77326 US ATOMIC ENERGY
RG COMMISSION

Collection D8M - EL _FILES
e eponte! Box 432 J08 6514

Progran Coordinetion Branch, DBM

roder HELA-D %c Wy LotitthomaiT~
PROVISION OF INTERIM MEDICAL CAREZ FOR THEJ}?&M A m_ i

Ca July 31, 1970, Dr. Robert A. Conerd of BIL called to discuss what he
considers to be an urgernt probiez in respvect to the exposed group of
Rongelese netives thet he is surveying ennually froz the medical point of
view. Dr. Conard feels that some sort o:i rinimel medical supervision nust
be provided for the Rongelese throuchout the interim periods between meaicel
surveys. No such provision has heretofore been zede.

According to Dr. Conerd, the mein reason for this need is that meny of “the
exposed individuels heve severely damegea thyroids and require reguler
wedication i they ere to remein in zo03 health. Althouzh the thyrcid
preperation used for this purpose is eveilsgble to the Rongelese and is
easily teken vie the orel route, effective meintenance requires the
supervision of an individusl with same nedicel comnetence. Dr, Conard
feels it 1is also desireble tc heve & rredicelly-treined person check on
the generel health of the Rongelese et freguent intervals end tc keed
records on cdeesths that may occur. Oa pest occasions vwhere deaths have
occurred curing the interin reriod, it nhes been irpcssible to obigin
relisble inforzeticn regzarding causes of death or the nature of terminal
illnesses that nay have existed.

Officiels of the Trust Territory have informed Dr. Conerd thet they coull
meke aveilaeble a medically-treined person (nurse or medicel ailée) to handi’c
en interim medical care progras providing that AEC funds were availeble to
cover the cost of such an activity. It is estimsted that £5,000 ouit oo
sufficient for this purpose &nd Dr. Coasrd hsas requested that this ssmount
be made aveilable by DBM throush the Kevade Operations OfTicc.
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John C. Whitnah -2 - August 3, 1970

As 1 interpret the situation, Dr. Consard's request is based on both
bhumenitarian and practicel considerations, the latter being concerned with
improving record keeping in order to improve the quality of the medical
study. In my opinien, this .request is appropriate end the $5,000 should
be provided for the interim medical care progrem. JIf necessary, this
should be done by increesing our ellocstlon of runds to KVOO.

Mertin L. Minthorn, Jr.
Biochemist, Medicel Research Branch
Division of Biology end Medicine
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