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OriJuly 31, 137:’,IE.Robert A. Cone.rdof BKL called to discuss what he
considers to be an ur:e~t probie~ in respect to the exposed group or
RonGelese netives that he is surveyh~ Ezanually froz the medicel point of
view. Dr. Cozard feels that so~e sort C)i> ukd..rd medical supervision must
be provide?,i’~rthe RonSelese throu~o~t the interin periofi between medcal
survej%. NO S-uch provision has heretofore been zade.

According to Dr. COn2rci,the u&i..?.?reason for this need is that many of-the
exposed in&Lvi6uds have severely daze.gedth~olas antirequire regukr
medication ?:”they ere to remei.zin g395 heelth. Althmgh the thyrcid
preparation used.for this p~urpaseis ev~ilable to the Ron:elese and is
easily takea via the oral route, efi’ective~i~tenance requires the
supervisio~ 0: an individual with SOZE neficei con~etence. Dr. Cona22d
feels it is also desirable tc have a re~fically-treinedperson check cn
the generel health of the Roz~elese et <:ey~ent intezwals ani tc kee~
records 02 6e2ths that cuqvoccur. 0.~pest occasioas where deaths have
occurred tiuzzingthe interim period, ii has been iqcssible to obtain
reliabie iz?-oy~ationregardin: Causes C: neatlaor the aat~-c d’ tera=al
illnesses that -y have existed.

Officials of the Trust Territory have informed Dr. Conard that they COL1
make available a ~edically-tra~ued pers~ (nurse or netic~ aide) to bz~:.’-:
an interim medical care progr~ provitinS that ~C func& ~-ereavaileble tu
cover the cost of’such an activity. It is estimated that $-~,003-.~~Lti U.

sufficient for this purpose and Dr. Co.aardhas requested that tkis sLa-Lzt
be maae available by DB1.1thro@ the Nevade C@erations OYicc.
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As Z tite.rpretthe situation, Dr. Conardts request is based on both
humanitarim and practical considerations, the latter bef.n~concerned with
improving record keeping in order to improve the qunlity o; the niedicd
study. In my opinion, this,request is appropriate and the $5,000 should
be provided for the interti medicd care progrm, If necessa~, this
should be done by increasing our allocation of I’UMS to

N-V(3O. .

Mertin L. l.finthom,
Biochemist, Medlcs-I
Division of Biolog
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